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PBEFACE. 



IX publislilng this account of a dearly beloved 
sister^ there is not a great deal, as Editor to per* 
form, more than to write a fair transcript of her 
own remarks; till the last few months of her life. 
This period does not appear to be recorded by her- 
self ; and the omission is easily accounted for* She 
died whilst £rom home on a religious visit; and, 
iiaving a retentive memory, it seems to have been 
her practice, sometimes, to commit to writing the 
events of a journey, after her return home. 

The Editor has thought he could not better sup- 
ply the defect in her own narrative, tiian by giv« 
ing some information respecting her last exercising 
labours, and by adding an account of the closing 
scene. 
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SUt ofrtftMonei, 1809, txxte STUi of 8tii Mbntii, 1809. 

Ftfts with her Nephews W. H. and J. Aleaumder-^rith her sister 
Ann and brother WilUam.'^yiait to heads o£&milies in her own 
jtDonthly Bieeting;.-^orlE.— ^tums home through Lincokshire— 

JPa^ 166-^171 

Ikmtainfaisf some acooontof herhst jmimeyi also of her lUness and 
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MART ALEXANDER. 



From her Birth to the 8th Month, 1789. 

Remaria by the Editor^ induding a testimony concern" 
ing her motket^^^Her impbwementfor writing these 
memoirsv^Aremariable occur rettce at 10 years old* 
Her first imprpssion respecting a ^ft in the ministry. 
On reading tke-sorifittsres^ pleys^^ and romances.'-^ 
Tht death of her fathtr^ sister-in-law^ and a near 
fricnd-^Furiher exercise respecting the ministry. 

TH E .subject of Aese memoirs, was bom the 7th 
of 3d Months 1760, and was the daughter of 
Pykes and Martha Alexander, of Needham Market^ 
in the county of Suffolk* Her father was in the s^* 
tion of an elder, and her mother in that of a mini^en 
Ti^f deqe^ of ^e latter^ when my ^ter was about 
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i6 years of age^ was a heavy loss to her; as maternal 
care and tenderness, can find many opportunities of 
protecting the youthful mind^ !Bf lHch> firom the differ^ 
ent avocations of the sexes, evade a father's most 
assiduous caip. 

The reader will bequalrfidd to judge more com- 
pletely of this I0889 by perusing the following tes* 
timony. 

» . ♦ . . ' » •■ 

A short testimony from Woodbridge Monthly 

Meeting, concerning Maitiia Alexander :•*« 

- ^1 
* ' * " ". 

** Our friend Martha Alexander, late wife of Dylces 
Alexander* of Ne^dhaqi Market^ in the county ; of. 
Suffolk, was daughter of John and Abigail Bid^Ie^ 
of Esher in Surry, both valuable friends. Her mt> 
ther dying when she wasjroung, Jber father was cbn» 
cerned to educ^M^ her, and the rest of his children, 
agreeably to tbc^tr, station ; especially to bring iliem 
up, according, lo^tbc living principle of truth, and 
in the nurture and. Admonition of the Lord* 

^ Our deceased friend was born the 13th of the 
12th Month, 1726, and married the 18th of tSie ifth 
Month, 1747. She became early sensible of the 
reaches of Di\'ine grace in her own heart, and eoi- 
braced its heavenly visitations. Earnestly desirous 
to obtain an abiding therein, she submitted to 'th^ 
<ji*oss of Christj renouncing the pursuits of vanity 



and the pleasures of sini and walking in ^t. tatnspeo 
tion^ humility and the fear of the Lord, about the 
year 1750, she found her-aiind concerned to engage 
in the work of the ministry r wherein we doubt not 
but she endeavoured to discharge herself faithfully, 
accbrdiog ^^ h^r :me^sure* 

<^^As she felt her mind drawn in the love of truth, 
she visited friends in divers parts of the nation; par- 
ticularly in LqndoQ and the parts adjacent, in 1759, 
in company with Mary Kirby ; in the Isle of Ely and 
there away, 17539 with Margaret Marsham ; in the 
county of Norfolk, 1771^ vrith Msoy Gumey; and 
with the same fiiendj she attended the quarterly 
meetings of Lincoln t^Tofk-ia 1774 1 taking divers 
meedngs in the way both out and home. 

^ She was not usually large in testimony, but very 
tender, solid, and weighty ; a living ei:ample of the 
doctrines die.ddivered> in conversation and conduct; 
a shining patted of humiKty and patience, piety and 
charity, faithful and. amiable in every relation of life ; 
affectionately united to the living in Israel ; kind and 
courteous to her n^ghbours ; sympathising with the 
afflicted $ and liberal to the needy of all denominations* 

*' She departed this life at her daughter Jesup's, 
in Woodbrtdge, the ISth of the 9th Month 1775; 
and her interment was respectfully attended, both by 
friends and neighbour^ at Needham Market the 
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ditth of the same. Sbe Wm aged near 40^ ji^.muuitm* 
about 25 years." 



By comparing the dates^ iht reader mB find 1^ 
the writer of these memoirs was about 38 years old 
when she thus ccHnmenced them* 

tlth Month Uthf 179%. 

It is not with die smallest supposilioa tfiat anjr 
dung I may have to commit to paptn'/can be likety 
to yield eidier edificaiiDn Of consolatioa to those Mv 
survive me, di*t I am induced to aitetnpt to write 
down some circumstances of my life hitherto : but I 
am led to do it, from a belief which sometimes is the 
companion of my hiind, in solemn seasons* that '^to 
look back and consider the mercifol dealhigs of m 
gracioueCreator, withoneof the least in his spiritual 
family, (if worthy to toftclud^ myself at all of thi» 
number) and, as events may be biV>agfat afresh to my 
I'emembrance, to pen them, may tend to my own fu- 
ture satisfaction and in8tructi<»i« If permitted to con^ 
tinue a few years longer in this state of existence, i 
expect to experience a partaking of the cup of mix- 
tures* Should the bititer draught be more frequently 
dispensed than the sweet consolations of His pure 
spirit, who is the All-wise Physician, and who knowa 
beift what potion is most convenient to keep the.im- 
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mortal part in health, and in a state of readiness to 
receive the crown of eternal life, may I resignedly 
accq>t it, and increasingly seek for ability to say with 
the great Pattern of submission^-^^ Not my will, but 
thine be done.'** 

At a very early age I believe my mind was, at 
timesy visited with the heart-tendering power of the 
Ijord ; long before I knew what it was that contrited 
my spirit before him. This led me to feel a very great 
love for such as I esteemed good friends, and enabled 
me to plead their cause when I heard some speak 
slightly of them, on account of what were considered 
singularities* My education did not subject me to 
such frequent exposures as fall to the lot of many, 
and perhaps of most ; yet there were seasons when 
circumstances of this sort did occur. One in particu- 
lar I remember. When about 10 years of age, I re- 
buked a person^ who was ridiculing one whom I 
believed to be a valuable woman; and the person's 
answer to me was— >^^ I make no doubt but you will 
be ^preacher when you grow up." t silently received 
ifirhat she said, and felt a secret reward* which enabled 
me to rejoice that I Was permitted to beai* my little 
portion of suffering for espousing the good cause. 
Tet sorrowful to remember, several years after, I 
fear I should have felt less ability to have done it, 
than at that early period : but, with reverent thank- 

* Luke xxiL 42. 
B2 
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fulness I COD acknowledge, the wonderful goodness of 
a merciful God, who never permitted me to go long 
unrebuked, when I had wandered widely from his 
holy guidance* 

About the seventeenth year of my age, as I was 
sitting in a meeting at Woodbridge, I saw clearly, 
that if I was fiiithful, I should, after a dme, be en« 
trusted with a gift in the ministry. Notwithstanding 
my having been so favoured, I went afterwards much 
further froip the simplicity of my guarded education^ 
in divers respects* than I had done before; but mercy 
followed me so nearly and closely, that at times mjr 
heart was sad* though I was not guilty of any thing 
which many thought much amiss of* for a young per* 
son. I indulged however in many inclinations and 
propensities, which required to be slain by the sword 
of the Lord, before I could be brought into a state of 
acceptance with Him. 

At length my desires were earnest to witness re- 
demption from the world ; and, in the twenty*third 
year of my age, one first day evening, after I came 
from a neighbouring meedng, in a solid frame of mind> 
I went into my chamber, and, taking up the bible^ 
opened it at the sevmith chapter of the Revelations, 
and read die two last verses : ^ They shatt hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more; neither sluill the.sim 
light on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb which is 
iQ the midst of the throne shsA feed them^ and shall 
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le»d them unto living fountsuns of waters ; and Gk>d 
ahall wipe away aU tears from their eyes." On read* 
ing this passage my mind was so opened to view this 
precious state of departed spirits, and, I believe, foi^ 
ft short space so permitted to participate their joy, that 
Peter-like^ I desired I might build a tabernacle, or^ 
in other words^ continue in this blessed Situation; 
However I was not allowed to abide l<Hig here t for 
as be was instructed to hear the beloved Son of Ood^ 
ao it was given me to see, if ever I became of that 
happy nnmbevy I also must hear Him who ^^ endured 
the crosSf despising the shame ;"* and must experi* 
ence a willingness wrought in my hearty to fill up my 
jmeasure of sufferings for the precious cause* 

Soon after this time, I was permitted to^share 
largely in the gospel labours of several of the Lord's 
mointed messengers ; whb were wonderfully led to 
minister to my state, and proved that they were com* 
missioned to preach the gospel of glad tidings to such 
as were seeking a city that hath foundations ; which 
I humUy trust was my situation* Among those who 
were thus made helpful to my poor soul, was my be* 
loved friend William Matthews^ of York Town, 
Pennsylvania, whose fatherly attention and ilotice, in 
ao needful a season, will ever render the remembrance 
of him dear to me ; while preservation is mercifully 
Kranted to abide faithful to the requisitions ol a gra* 
cious Crealor* 

Heh. adi. 2. 
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. yifhen my mind became thus far awakened, and 
was seeking a better and more enduring substance 
than had heretofore been my experience, oh ! how 
was my soul often contrited before my heavenly Fa- 
ther, both in meetings and retirement at home : and 
he very frequendy caused my cup to overflow, so that 
my heart was melted into such a state of humiliation 
before, him for past offences, as to enable me frequendy 
to cry unto him, that his eye might not spare, until 
all within me was brought into subjection unto hia 
divine will. At this time I was favoured to receive 
much comfort in reading the Holy Scriptures, which 
I often took up when alone, to my consolation and 
encouragement. Then, deeply did I lament that any 
of my precious time had been spent in perusing pub* 
lications of an unprofitable tendency; such as plays 
and romances ; and I was made sensible that nothing 
I had ever. been in the practice of, had so much 
alienated my mind from the love and fear of God, or 
led me so far from the simplicity of the pure truth, as 
books of this kind. How often did I wish 1 could 
warn the whole world of their pernicious effects, and 
especially the young people in our own society. Pen- 
ning this remark brings to my remembrance, how, in 
an instant, I was entirely weaned from ever desiring 
-agun to look into a book of this description. It was 
by a few words expressed by a beloved friend, when 
I was about reading to her one night after we got up 
stairs, and were retiring to bed. She queried with 
^e, and I believe under divine influence, *^ Dear 



Sfeiy^ is such s^ subject likely to ppo&t us upon ous 
l^llows V^ The question so forcibly . struck mymmd^ 
diat I very willingly laid doym the vohimey and,K tn^ 
the best of my remembrance, Inevfrmoi^e ne^'ft 
page in that,; or any thing, of the like kiadk I hav# 
s^n though those few words were indeed **iil^fqp* 
pies of gold in pictures of silver.^* 

In the fourth mondi of the year 1786^ OAjr dear Ci- 
ther was removed from us by deaths after an HIness 
ot several months ; during ^hich time my mind was 
often favoured with the censolating^presesice of bimt 
who is strength in weakness to his dependant children* 
Thb endiled me to pass throuig^ thbc iryia|g dispiii* 
sation in a manner I (iould hot have esqpectedi yety 
after the fi^ clme of my beloved eartlily parent^ k 
l^eased my heavenly Fadier tb try me wiA the losi 
of spiritual enjoyment also ; and, for » long dme, 
my poor mind was often in a very distressed situation, 
^Tossed with temi^st, and nat ctntt£6itted:^ Indeed 
iltM was a time of soirrow l>oth widiin and withoilti 
for that day nine weeks ea which my fathet e!i^ired| 
my dear sistar Elizabedi Alexander, my bfoAey 
SamueFs wife, breathed her last, and left a diseon>» 
solate husband tod four Sender children, besides 
many other near connections, to mourn her loss. 

Thus bereaved of beloved relstives, my brother 
William and myself agreed to continue together in 

* FB0V« 2aC7. 11. t I>AIAH Uv. 11. 
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our father's house ; and my brother Samuel wsks fa* 
voured widi the company and asistance of his wife's 
aunty Mary Oumey, who, from that time> resided 
Ivith him and- his d^ar chSdren. I believe she was 
made a Messing to many of us, while' we •Were per«r 
fiutted to have her society amongst us ; which was till 
the autumn of the year 1788, when, after having 
been out several weeks on religious service, she was 
taken ill at her cousin Joseph Cockfield'sy at Upton, 
and, in a few days, departed this life, I fully believe^ 
in peace with her God^ having spent her last days m 
advocating his holy cause*^ 

> , ' • * ' * ' 

- Though alitde out of the order of tidier I may 
here observe, that on the 7th of 6th month, 1787, 
was my final parting with William Matthews and 
Bebecca Wrig^ti goqpd messengers of peculiar good 
to my mind. 

: To retort) to jk^ owp Sedation ft 'S/fy poor mind 
imA long kept in a state of great inward want, and I 
Was sQineittflies ready td conclude my Qod had fcHr* 
gOlfeeA to be gracious* In such seaK»s, I have beeoi 
wiUmgto.ofier up aU unto him ^nd his service, sotfaa% 
I might again taste ^hU goodness: and, in this time 

* Among the extracts from letters, sdded to Sarah Gn^'s 
jaQma>| is one peculisxly descriptive of this our vtdued rela^ 
tivev-^-Dated 12th Month, 1788. gee p. 373. K. York Edit. 

EfiXToa. 
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of trial, J did give up oMiay things which Ibjeliieil^ed 
he called for*. ;, : , 

IVhUst in'thift situation,.! hadi sometimes tobeli^vfi 
that if r.$tood faithful, it would be required of me 
publicly t;o espouse that pure Cause,. which,, notwith^ 
stapdjiogiaUniy exercises, I could feel was more, pre,*; 
cious to tme;thaii tlie increase of fifiy outwaj:d.co];c^fortSj| 
but ^le reoHQTsil of ;my ^befcx^-fneii^tian^d beloved 
fri^nd> Mary Gurncy, at ;«i|ch ft juncture, was sq 
great a tri^ q£ my faith an4;co];if\dence^ th^t I was 
almost ready to conclude. it would now be impossible 
for me ever /to. break, throi^h ; though I did earnestly 
qovet.r^igiia^D to the divine will therein. . In this 
^tuation pf^vn^i^d I $ittended her bqrial^ and thoii|||i^ 
I. believ^ . at h^ gtave« I .might ^h^ye publicly borne 
testimo%yi^.ii»jr WWf «t her: happy change; yet, 99 
I did not wilfufly disobey what, 1 have sinqe appre* 
bended wasjt.c^vine intimation, l.did notfe^l much 
qondemnatipn* . It was some months after tfiU before 
I ag^n felt as much as I did at that ti^e; Jjret, fre^ 
quently wa» I in great doubt and une^iness, of^ 
feeling, as . I thought, something to communicate^ 
when in religious opportunities; but, fearing I should 
beg^ in the great work of public ministry, before the 
right time, I withheld speaking. At other times, both 
at meetings and at home, bptb by day and. by night 
I was under very gieat exercise test X ^ipuld be en* 
tirely mistaken, and that what I felt should no( bc 
any right call to the mini$try» 
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inm^WM ny shxMim.one i4g)bt ill the l)fgi^^ 
of the year 1789, when, after haying laia a conuder* 
able time in close exercise of spirit* a light shined 
round my bed, and I heard a voice inteffilgliily aay ; 
^Thou art s^ppointed to preach Ae GkMpd*'* Imme* 
diately the light disappeared, and I vas kft in an 
awful, thankful frame of tmndi esteeoiing it an ind- 
shation granted by Him, who alone knows the deep 
eoiAicts of apirit I then experi^oed, lest I dioold 
engage in his cause wUliout his command* Tet, evea 
after this mark of diriae condescension to my poor 
doubting mindf being sineerely desirous of lading 
the full time in the furnace prepamtoiy for so im* 
• portant a work, H was many weeks before I opened 
?: tf^g^iifB^ in what I considered the %Oi^k of the mini»^ 
try. The first time, was 4n the fifth 0160^1 of diis 
year^ in mreligiouB opportuni^ in n^ brotberSamuel'a 
fimuly, i believe, in nearly the fdlowing words » 
^ When Peter in hn visiiMi, wherein he saw the sheet 
kt down from heaven, with that great variety of living 
creatures, -and heard a voice commanding him to kill 
and eat, refused fearing he should do wrong in «o 
doing $' he, after his reftual, heard the voice again 
saying linto htm. What God hath cleansed or sancti- 
fied, that ddl not thou common*" 

After I had tittered these -sentencesf my soul waa 
filed with the incomes of heavenly consolation to 
such a degree, -as I never before had eiq>erienced, 
which I humbly received as a token of 
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sqyprobfttion for 1x137 evening's sacrifice* Indeed so 
quiet and peaceful was my mind for many dajrs after, 
Aat I was ready to conclude <* the bitterness of 
death was past ;"* that I never again should feel the 
distressing conflicts which I had long endured ; and 
that my having thus far surrendered my will to the 
divine will, would be accepted, and I never again 
might feel a necessity of the like nature. But 1 soon 
felt a similar engagement in meetings, though not 
with as much clearness and strength as that evening, 
and therefore did not venture to speak until it was 
equally strong. 

About ten weeks after the before-mentidned time^ 
on the first day of the week, and 26th of the /th 
month, 1789, in our forenoon meeting, I felt a very 
powerful intimation to stand up and express a few 
words, and put out my hand to lay hold of the seat 
which stood before me ; but even then I drew back 
my hand and gave it up ; for which I felt much 
more condemnation than I ever had done before 
under like circumstances; and went home in very 
great distress of mind, which I feared I should not 
be able to conceal from my brother William while I 
sat at dinner with him. Whether he did discover 
my situation or not, I cannot tell : but as soon as the 
^^^'table cloth was removed, I retired to my chamber, 
and there made covenant with Him, whom J sorrow- 
fully felt I had offended by my omission, that if He 

♦ 1 Sam. XV. 32. 
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would be mercifully pkaaed to tiy me in the after- 
noon, with some new opening, I would give up; 
fearing, if it were the same as ia the morning, that 1 
might move too much firom my own feelings 'at that 
time, without a sufficient renewal of life. Andt. 
oh! the unspeakable condescension oi a gracious. 
Creator, when he sees the integri^ of the heart. I 
had not been seated many minutes in meeUng, before 
the petition of Caleb's daughter was brought so forci* 
bly, with such clearness, and in such a confirming 
manner before me, tl^it I could not doubt its being 
given me for communication : but it was so early iflb 
the meeting, I thought I must endeavour to bear my 
burden awhilcf yet earnestly begged I mig^ be 
enabled to speak in the right time. While I waa 
under these awful impressions, a friend got up, and: 
had a lively opportunity, though I knew not much of 
what he said ; for indeed my own exercise at that 
time, seemed all 1 could attend to. As soon aa he 
sat down, I stood up and began with the before-men-. 
tioned petition : ^^ lliou hast given me a southland^, 
give me also springs of water," and after commenting, 
a little upon it, I sat Aoynn full ofptace^ 

This was twelve or thirteen years after I first saw 
a prospect of receiving a call to the ministry, as I sat- 
in a meeting at Woodbridge ; and after this, which. 
I then apprehended to be a clear intimation of 
the divine will concerning me, it was some years 
before I had any further serious impressions respecting 
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it. The trailsidon from tribulation to joy which my 
mind experienced on my return home, from the after- 
1KX>Q meeting, was such as led me to crave of my 
heavenly Father, that he would be pleased to grant 
me ability to follow him faithfully in the way of his 
holy requiringsy from time to time. For some 
Weeks after my soul was often enabled secretly to 
praise the Lord, as on the banks of deliverance ; 
which encouraged me to hope, notwithstanding all 
tny foregoing omissions, thiit He who sees the bent 
WEkd intent of every heart, knowing my exceeding 
^ gt-eat fear of gcHng too fasty had passed by my offen- 
tts^ and w^ now confirming to my mind, that to 
sitve him ttrithout reserve, was the way to ensure 
tHomfort here, as well as everlasting happiness here- 
ttfter.; bdeed I fully believe^ that while it is really a 
fiolid fear of running before the Lord sends, which 
keepB back any sacrifice he is calling for, especially 
in this important ii^ork, there is less danger in trying- 
die fleece agsdn and again* than in running too hastily 
forward; even when a living engagement is felt: 
but to be preserved from erring on either hand, is a 
Uessing which can be witnessed only while the mind 
is engs^d to keep near to its only sure director, the 
unerring principle of Truth, and submits to be unre- 
servedly guided thereby. 

From such considerations, I have often felt thank- 
fulness raised in my heart, that while my miud was 
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under the weighty exercises which preceded my 
appearance in the ministry, and which I believe some 
of my feeling friendsf in the vision of light, were 
" permitted to behold, that they used such great 
caution in intimating the subject to me, as seldom to 
give me reason to suppose they had any apprehension 
of my real situation. I believe that minds thus cir- 
cumstancedy are better left to the guidance of Him 
who begins the work^ to carry it on, and bring forth 
fruit in his own season ; even though, through fear 
or care* a state of jeopardy may be somewhat pro- 
longed I rather than any injudicious interference of 
otherS) should bring the poor tribulatcd soul out of 
die preparatory furnace, before the appointed bap* 
tisms are fulfilled* I am fully aware, that the doyibtr 
ing mind may sometimes be rightly 'encouraged tiv 
c^diencey by the countenance of those who hav^ had 
larger experience of the great Master's dealings with 
his humble and truly-dependent followers; but I 
believe^ beyond all doubt, that a much greater num* 
ber have suffered by being injudiciously drawn forth, 
before the full accomplishment of all the dispen* 
sationa which the Lord sees meet for them to pass 
through. 



XART ALEXANDER. 2$ 

CHAPTER IL 

1790 to 19th Month, 1793. 

i&r canditian ajier appearing in the ministry •-^V hit 
to a friemL^^Acknowkdged as a minister. — Visit 
to families at Woodbridge and Ipswich. — Nonvich 
^uarterfy Meeting — Deep exercises of mind-^ 
BeccJes Monthly Meeting — Bury Monthlif Meeting. 
""^fTooMridge Monthly Meeting. 

In the course of the first twelve months after 
I opened my mouth in meetingSf I was permitted to 
esperience many different dispensations. Some of 
them were seasons of very great desertion of all 
good, which led me often to a close searching of 
heart, to know whether I kept pace with my heaven- 
ly Guide, or whedier I ran before or staid behind 
him in my litde religious movements. I think it 
was not often that my heart condemned me ; but 
when it did, it was for omission rather than for Com- 
mission : and oh ! how did my soul often covet the 
Uessing of resignation to the divine wilU that I 
might be enabled to endure all the turnings and over* 
turnings of his holy hand upon me ; so that I might 
be thereby prepared to accomplish the work he 
should be pleased to assign me, in his house and 
&mily; if worthy to be esteemed the smallest of 
his dedicated servants. 
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' la the autumn of this year, lf90| ficir many wceks^ 
at dmes, I was brought into a secret engagement^ 
and I trust I may say, according to mymeasuret tra« 
vail of soul, on account of a friend in this coun^ 
who, I fully believe, had been an anointed minister 
of the gospel ; but through unwatchfiilness, his 
brightness was much eclipsed. At length my feel- 
ings were so closely arrested^ as to lead me to "ap- 
prehend I should not get clear of the exercise I felt 
on his accouotf without going to pay him a vistC| 
though many miles distant; which I nmde known to 
my brother 8amuel» who kindly accompanied me, in 
the forepart of the 12th month. Aldiough I know 
not that the visit availed much to the individual; yet 
I was favoured with strength to relieve my own 
mind, and came home in peace. 

179U In the fourth month of this year^ I was 
recommended to our select monthly meeting as a 
minister in unity, 'lliis circumstance brought a 
very heavy exercise over my mind, fearing friends 
had not had sufScient proof of my relipous move- 
ments, to warrant their noticing me after this man- 
ner; and earnest were my cries to Him» who I 
humbly hoped had put me forth in so awful a voca- 
tion, that he would be pleased to grant such a por- 
tion of the blessing of preservation, as to enable me 
to move forward without bringing any dishonour <m 
his pure cause. And oh ! may a care of this sort, 
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be ever the attendant of my mindf under aU the va- 
rious dt^nsations of an unerring Ph>videDce i seek* 
kig more and more after ability, so to steer along 
through this probadonary state, as that ^< neither 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present^ nor 
things to come, nor heig^it, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, may be able to separate" my poor soul 
^* from the Love of Gk>d which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord*"* Such a care is needful to (Hreserve, from 
time to time, in unreserved obedience to idl His dt-- 
^ne reqmsitions« 

Ixk the eleventh month this year, I visited, in cotii* 
pany with a committee of our monthly meeting, the 
isanilies of friends in Woodbridge ; and though it 
was not much that was required of me, yet, in a 
few families, I felt my heart enlarged in gospel love, 
beyond what I had heretofore experienced ; and*" in 
the close was favoured to feel solid satisfaction* 
Some of the committee being about to engage in a 
similar visit at Ipswich, a week or two after, I 
thought I felt it my duty to unite with them agam t 
yett many were my fears lest I should be mistaken 
in my feelings, thmking that possibly what I then 
£elt, might arise only frdm a degree of sympathy 
with some of my beloved friends of the committee ; 
and, not being one myself, it seemed to require a 
clearer evidence than if I had been under the ap« 

* Rom. viii. S8, 39. 
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lpoinl9teAI», dAwgh it was kft open for any Inend of 
tte montUf meedng to join^ who fek tbe wcilg^t of 
tbe senrtoe. Fen: one ao U^ e » pci4cn ce d in tibe 
impntant srork to nudce « aecond attempt, undet 
anch cireumstaBce^ I dioug^ would be ki6ked npoa 
Id be iwtber tonhad; and indeed I aomelioieB iear- 
idf that my getting dnoui^ st Woodiwidge widi Ji 
good de^iree oi entiifiictidB^ might too readily en* 
conmge me to go forth agai% without a snflkient 
aefenrntaBite iram Man vrho piitteth Ibrdr his own^ 
and goeth befinre them. Tlierefore I covisted per- 
missicm to trjr the fleece both wet and dry, which 
I tfaidk Was neixilully granted; and I joined Ay 
friends in a faoliiUe hope, that whether it shoold 
ptease my great and gracious Master to em|dc^ mc 
ia^ advtscating has precioas cansei, or permit me si* 
lenidy to visit the pare seed in the hearts of his peo- 
ple, I mi|^t be aUe to say in sincerky, ** Thy will 
be done.'* Abundant caus^ hare I to acknowledge 
Ae goodness of aH AlUpoW'erful Creartior, who proved 
himself to be streagdi' in my weakness^ Stod- granted 
ihe ridbes of his love to be eminetitly shed atnongsfr 
as, in divers families ;> wheifeby he mereifi#|r evfai- 
eed that he was both Mt and wittmg to be unto hia 
dependant children, a present hdp in the needfui 
time* A portion of that peace which surpaesseth 
every other cOBsideration, wu fidt in my retum* 
home ; and rmsed a tribute of thankfuhMsa in my^ 
heart unto Him, to wh<Hn I desiiQ. erer to render the 
praise of his own works* 
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In llie latter end of this year, in company with 
my brother Dy^es Alexander, and two other friend&r, 
I attended Norwich quarteriy meedng ; and though 
we were not permitted to experience any great 
aboundings of heavenly good } yet I trust we were 
strengthened by the Shepherd of Israel, to visit the 
oppressed seed in captivity in that city. After the 
meeting closed, on fourth day afternoon, the 28th 
of 12th month, we left the place in peace, and went 
to Toxford that night. The next morning we went 
to Woodbridge, and attended the burial of our much* 
valued friend, Martha Steward, there that iky; io 
the evening went to Ipswich ; and on sixth daj 
morning I came to Needham* 

For some weeks after my return home^ my mind 
was, at times, richly replenished with the incomes of 
my heavenly Father's love, so that I could indeed 
*^ rejoice in the Lordy and joy in the God of my sal 
vation.''* Buty alas ! when a very different dispen* 
sation was. permitted,, which was my experience by 
br the greater par^ of the year 17929 theo^ oh then ! 
I found it hard work, and many times altogether 
impossible to acknowledge with the prophet, that 
<^ although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the (rfive shall 
faily and the fields shall yield no meat ; the flocks 
shall lie cat eS finom the fold, and there shall be no 

• Ha». m. 18. 



90 SOME ACGomrr OT 

he»A IB the stalls : yet I will fejoxoe iii the Lord^ t 
win joy in At God of my salvatton.''* Fully coni- 
vincecl I wsa of the tnidi of David's dedaratioo, 
where he saysf ^ Thy people shall he willing in the 
day of thy power :t and, in that Jay onfyj I saw it 
wias thai the poor Stiii mind could be brought into a 
state of resigttadoQ, to receive its xppomuA portioa 
of suffmng ibr the pDecious cause sake* Tea, I was 
sometimes mercifiiilfy enaUed to see, hi diis time, 
whernn aU senriUe refreshment was witUsM from 
oiy sDoli that gneat eautiR» was neoelMary not ss 
oleddle with aay. fixMdden fhut, or set up any 
frtovch image fan the afassoee of my spiitessd Mowslu 

Sometimes, in the anguish of my heart, I have 
jbecD strengthcgrd to cry unto Him who knoweth 
the secrets of all hsarls, ^ Though then slay msi 
yet will I tcu^ in th#e :":)l And in ^eh seasMs il 
has beea shown me^ I tpusti in the vision of lights 
that if ever I knew a ioJl rdease from thr ptesent 
bondag|5f it must be by gi^ag^baek to the plaee I had 
p^ce left in peaoe, even to -tile city of Siorwich^ and 
Aere visit 9^ firiendsi fvom house to house ; though 
I laight thiMpeby hesotne a *<speqtaek to aiigels and 
to m^n»"$ This was uidoed humiliatiiSg to the na* 
tural paift ; yei I cw h<Hies% say that ttiy mind w«i 
iK^uiy: tiift^& brought into a^ state of resignstion there* 
|0| if I mig^ buit be favou^d to have a suitaUe 
companion in the work ; and» after many months of 

• t Has. lu. ir» 18. f Psal . ex. 3. t J<» xiii. 15. M Cos. iv. 9. 



dote exrvcite, I belkved tbit woidd be granted^ 
vhe0 the iiiU time should oome tp enter upon- th» 
engageiaeiit. Heiee I was. pennittcd to leave the. 
subject for a whik, and my mind became, in- 
9oaie degree,^ relieved &om its fofmer e^efcisesi' 
so that I waa enabled to eags^ in some litlle aer^ 
vices at and about faome» This, i esteemed a merc]^' 
gitaiited by my heavenly Fadiev^ having ^ lain lonfj^ 
9inoBig the pots^"* ca^ off and uaetessy and- often 
b^Oi reader feD.qiicqis», ^ €aa these bones Uve l^f 

. About thi9 tUpfi^ al^ mm summer quanterly meeti^ 
i^g hold aj^ WoQd^ridgey in the 6di montl% I703y 
dvee othei? ^epida front the women^a meetingr^ ancfc 
myself, were appointed to visit the monthly meeting' 
of Beccles, and the preparative meetings constituting 
it. A. committee of men ^e^ds^ having been, pre* 
viously nominated to visit all the monthly meetingai 
in the county, some oi them luiited witii a part q£ 
our committee to Beccles, in the ath month- foUaw«» 
ing^ My friends. Hannah Kveaa and- Mariba^ BreVi^ 
ster, were my female companions-; and we were fii^ 
VQured to get through beyond our own espectatioa;. 
yet, after my return home, I did not feel that evi-» 
dence of divine acceptance which had sometimes 
been my experience, at the close of a little act o£ 
dedication* I was however desirous of dwelling', 
quietiy in this condition, believing, that when He 

* PsjLi.. Ixviii. 13. f £sxK. zxxvii. 3, 
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who knows beat what is best for us, is pleased so to 
fitvour, he can yield the desired confirmation of 
peace ; and to be kept in a state of waiting, is often 
a profitabky -though to the creaturety part, a hum- 
bling (Uspensation. llierefore, when it is consistent 
with the great Master's will to withhold the pre- 
cious proof of acceptance, for any Utile acts of obe» 
dience, it is most assuredly his servants' duty to 
seek after submission to him, and abili^ to trust in 
his infinite wisdom for the food convenient ; remem- 
bering die counsel of the good Ck>unsellor, where he 
says, *'When ye shall have done all those things 
which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable 
servants : we have done that which was our duty to 
do*"# 

As the committee of men*(iiends had not, previous- 
ly to our quarterly meeting, held in the 9th month, 
proceeded in their visit further than with us, it ap« 
peared most satisfactory to the women's meeting to 
continue our conraiittee, which some of us willingly 
acquiesced with, not feeling our minds rightly liber- 
ated from the work ; and we were left at liberty to 
unite with the men's committee in all, or^any part of 
the remaining engagement, as way might open for 
it. In the 1 1th month we went through the monthly 
meeting of Bury : no small addition to the weight of 
the prospect to me, was the loss of the company of 

* LvK* xviL 10. 
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my beloved, friend Mardia Brewster, who was at 
that time, very unwell* My female companions 
were my friends Hannah Evens and Anna Perry^ 
and we, as well as the men friends^ were all of ua 
striplings; yet I believe we were favoured to ex- 
perience the mark of discipleship, in that we had 
love one to another ; and we were enabled to move 
on harmoniously together* In the close of our visit 
we were favoured to feel a degree of ^t sweet 
quietude of mind which is not at our command ; 
and, therefore, I trust, it might be received as a 
token of divine acceptance ; and some of our hearts 
were filled with thank&il admiration, for the good* 
ness and gracious condescension of our Heavenly 
Helper. 

In the 12th month we went through Woodbridge 
monthly meeting, ended our mission peacefiiUy^ and 
carried a written rq^ort of our proceedings to the 
next quarterly meetings held the seventeenth of the 
same month* 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Ist Month, 1794, to 10th Month, 1795. 

f^its Norwick ^c^^Decease of an individual m 
'• Netdham^^-WiUiam Bieckley*& decea8e.''-^ttriai of 
M. Cr(rwle^*''-^Cambridgt9hire and ^untingd9n* 
shtre-^LincolmhirCf and Tar A fuarterk/ meetings 

Tery scon after the close of the visit to the 
ftianfthly meetkigs, &c. my mind beoame agsia deepfy 
impressed with the •before<^meiidoBed pioepect of 
viftitiAg the familiea of friendb at Norwich; and 
with such an increased weighty tl»t I bdievad the 
time for entering into that engagement was drawtii:)^ 
nigh. Ardently did I crave of my Almighty Father 
that he would be pleased to guide me in et^ery step 
<hat T took concerning it, and to give me aoaie 
undoubted evidence df the -right .time to move 
therein, and of my right cooopaaion in tlie work. 
And I think I did repeatedly see, when*my niad, I 
humbly trust, was brought in some degree under 
his instruction, that I was to unite with a friend 
herein, who about this time had a certificate from 
York monthly meeting, for visiting the ciiies of 
Norwich, London and BristoL I laid my prospect 
of visiting the families of friends at Norwich, before 
our monthly meeting in the beginning of the first 
month, 179^9 and obtained the concurrence of vtky 
friends for the same* 
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On 3d day, the 21st of the 1st month, we com- 
menced our visits in that place, by having sittings in 
two families. The next day we attended the burial 
ci a young ir.an at Tasburgh, which proved a solemn 
meeting; and I believe, to some minds, it was an 
instructive and awfully awakening time; a 4ay 
wherein tl^e invitation of the spirit of Christ, was 
renewed plenteously and preciously^, to soi?ne who 
had long been halting as between two opinions. 

We dined at Thomas Biroadbank's, and returned 
to Norwich in the afternoon, where we had two 
sittings more that evening. If ever I knew what 
i$ was to be " baptized for the dead,"^ I think I did 
experience it in the course of my visit through thii> 
place* It was a season of very close exercise. 
(Sometimes I was shut up in silence for several 
sittings together, in great poverty of spirit; and 
sometimes when utterance was granted, but little 
relief was obtained ; so that I was ready often to 
doubt whether all that I had ever felt, concerning 
this engagement, was not a delusion of the great 
adversary of mankind : Yea, I was fearful lest I 
had put my hand unbidden to the Lord's work, 
and, Uzaah like, might fall a victim to the dis- 
pleasure of an offended Creator. But, blessed be 
the name of Israel's God, and I humbly trust my 
holy Leader, when I had filled up such a portion qt 

♦ 1 Cob. XV. 29* 
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^ suflfering for his pure seed's sake, *as he sair meet to 
appoint, he was pleased to say, ** It is enough,"* 
and, « to proclaim liberty to the captive ; and the 
opening of the prison to that which was bound.^f 
Then I was, in some families, enabled to tell of the 
Lord's gracious dealings with my soul, thereby 
endeavouring to persuade others, to inlist under the 
banner of the Lamb, who is also " the Hon of the 
tribe of Judah, the root of David,*'^ who was found 
worthy, and still is, *^ to take the book, and open the 
seals thereof." Thus, notwithstanding all the pro^^ 
bationary seasons allotted me in this city, the support* 
ing and sustaining arm of never-failing power, was 
experienced to be near, at times, to my humbling 
admiration; and, on leaving the place, I was per- 
mitted to receive a little portion of " the oil of joy 
for mourning, and the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness.''^ 

At diflferent times, whilst we were at Norwich, 
we visited three neighbouring meetings, besides the 
burial before mentioned, viz. on first day the 2d of 
the second month, Wymondham ; Lammas week 
day meeting on fourth day the 5th ; and Lammas 
monthly meetings held at North "Walsham, on second 
day the tenth of the same month. 

We left Norwich on fourth day, the 12th of the 

* 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. t Ibaiab Ui. 1. i Rbt. v. 5. 
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Sd moQthy aiid went to Tasbtirgh. On fifth day, the 
13th, my brother William met us at Tasburgh^ and 
we all attended the monthly meeting there. Next 
day, the 14th» we hud meetings at Tiveftshall and 
'Dnsi On sev^th day, irtie t5th, my €dm|>anio)i^ 
toy bnither W. A. and myself, went to Beccka ; and 
visiting the n^etings of friends at Patefidd, Lei^toni 
Woodbrridge, and Ipswich 6n our way, we arriyed, 
on &ldi day the 20th of the second month, at Need- 
ham, in time for the week day meeting. On the 
21st and 2Sd my companion and myself having felt 
a little engagement Wait with some of the families 
eonstitu^ing this meetings we proceeded^ atid were 
favoured^ to .feel satisfacfiott "^in bur movements 
dierein ; and had to believe, it was a time oiF renew- 
ed visi^tion of heavenly -goodness to s<Mne mtnds, 
who had been lon^ called to work in ibt Lord's 
vineyard ; the Vineyaird of their awn bedrtSt 

-■■■■• 

After visiting a few' itteetings in Essex, my 
Ibrother William and myseff returned hotne^ where I 
was favoured to receiti^ a peaceful release from the 
little field of exet-cise and labour which I trust had 
been by divine appointment allotted me. And, at 
times, I felt ghdness of heart, that I had been per* 
mitted.to suffer with the pure suffering seed; and 
could say, witli the "psalmist,^*^' Gracious is the Lord 
and righteous; yea, our God is meixiful. The 
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lord prescrveth tfie ^mple : f wasbroilskt lbv,.aniBl 
he kelped im.V« 

First day, the aoth of ikki mooOi. Tk» «m m 
airfill day to me. It vr» Ihe itial ido9e of {K«n'-»«^«^ 
He wfit oace of our secietjr^ : aiid oqr mfaid.bid «fteii 
dftep]^ hit on hb' accoantt b^^Ying tbe liord bad 
long bees iavitmg him^.to'^ give cogence. %^ xoakc 
hii cidling and eleetiofr 0iire,^fr. before, die tdenm 
message was seel unto bitti of, ^ Thoa shsdt dfevand 
iidtliv^"4^ Aad diankfol I wftt, that we had atteiid^ 
od to the fitde fMMitiflg io| duftjr^ ia stepiang' into: 
flonta flimilies herey .i^cw oar ratuni from N^rwvA^ 
believtag^ to Ms poor aniii» it was pertnitted to be a 
flsasm of specitfiar visiiiitxmi froia the Most High j^ 
liad Hi^ppcared t6 dw^ wiA htin to his cad; whicb 
wu aboat fivei wtiehs afttraraxds^ Be was: ill airiifp 
two da^s* His wife ttoa^ed, after his Temo%9i^ 
^|hat from the time of our^isit, he' had appeared 
quite an altered maa ;^^^ry aolid and tfaougbtibl ; 
and that she had sevend dm^ found hhn ia hia 
ckmber witli his bible, .a qrct^natanqe. wbich^ f 
ihmk sh^ said, she had never bc^fpre obsenr^ed* 
When I called at his houses, a little after he eapiredf 
I did believet from^e precious quiet* I was^penmt* 
fed to feeU that 14s i^arit was r^eiv^d into reai^ 
, whic^ bumbM myvnaiU and ^ within me, bd^x% 
Himy whose ^< tender naexcieA are over all hia 

f PiM. cxti. 5, a. t 9 Fit. i 10. tSKnrssTTXiJv 
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irarlfe.''* At the baaritf nrewere £wr<Hili«i whb ^ 
solemn meetuig* 

I& the twelfth moacb'^is ymxt^ i kttoded the iti« 
tenmitit of out friend WilUaltaK^meckleyy of Long 
Scratttaf in Norfolk* It was atiBie of dbine lanrouir 
many hearlsi trere hnmUed^Hnil gmady lamented the 
church's k>6S» in the removal of one, vfho was .en# 
gaged to maintain the lav and the testimony given 
to tts, as a people, to support. I was with. him 
several times within the lastfelrmomhs erf* bis lifef 
at different meetings, which were seasons of solid 
^tisfiK^ion to my mind at thetimey^aad,! could now 
veview them with eomfort* Much dad I desire that 
liiose who felt 4ieir loss > in his removal, and par* 
ticularly > his near relathrea, might, be ^illikog ti^ 
follow him as he had endeavounad to foUow CfarisU 
I believe it idFas a day of m^ciful visitation to 
aevefal of his bdoved offspring; ,vho, I trust, have 
amee been made sensible ^f die truth of DavKTa 
declaratioii where he says t ^ A father of the htin&ct 
h9B; ttid a jndgpe <i£ the widowi^ is God in his holy 
luybitatioai"t 

l 

1?95. In die fe >ep a rt of due year, in ^ton^iMaiy 
artdi two of my btothcn^ I atlendsd lihe bunal Af s^ 
htiof99d friend JMaty Ciowleyv Bbe depa^od ^bik 
Kfe on Ae 17di of the oteo&d month; and aias 

* PsAi* cadr. 9 t ^^^ 1^^^^ ^' 
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interred after a meeting at Devobshire Hou^,. £efi* 
don, in friends' burial ground, near BunhiU-Fields^ 
on the 24th of die same month. After my return 
home, diobg^ it «ras not a journey whkh i €9if9i4cr'- 
I9d ill the line of < relig^us duty ; yet it was ope, I 
could look bskk upon widi a peaceful calm, and with 
tfiankfulness to the great Author of every comfort $ 
rejoicing that I endearoured to pay the last tribute 
of Section to an endeared friend, removed a little 
before me, from the ccmflicts of time, I humbly bope» 
to the joj's of etermty. 

' .' ■ ■ " ' 

8oon after my return from the above mentioned 
journey, my mind became^ at dmes^ closely brought 
into exercise, under the renewal of ^ prospect, of 
visiting the meetings of friends in the quarterly 
meeting of Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire! 
accompanied with a belief, that the thne was draw- 
ing near, in' which I mu9t confess tt'to my ftiends, 
and request their concurrence; and that without any 
knowledge of a companion^ This increased die 
weight of the prospect ; but before I had opened the 
subject to smy one, our friends Ana Tuke and 
Rachel Fowler, came into this county, on a religious 
visit; the latter expecting to leave Aim after attend* 
lag (mr quarterly nieeung, and thai for JHorfolk aad 
NorWioht in the* sixth montfi ikhs jroar. flnd&g 
that A. T;V prospect was to go from ^these couniiea 
directly into Cambridjgeslure and Huntingdonshire, 
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vajr opened with satisfactory clearness for me to 
propose uniting with her. Accordingly I laid my 
prospect before our mondily meetings and obtained 
the concurrence of my friends to join her through 
that quarterly meetings and elsewhere as way might 
open. I met her at Bury on the ISth of the 7th 
month ; and accompanied her to some meetings in 
this county, both among friends, and, in some places, 
where the inhabitants were generally invited. In 
Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire, we visited all 
the meetings of friends ; we also had many meetings 
in different places with people of ether persuasions ; 
amongst whom we met with many well-disposec^i 
serieus^ seekmg minds. 

After we got through that quarterly meeting, not 
seeing my way clear to return home, I continued 
with my beloved friend through Lincolnshire ; 
where we visited all the meetings of friends^ and 
had many public meetings, as in the other counties. 
We afterwards continued togedier to York, where 
my brother William met me, and we staid the 
quarterly meeting there in the 9th month ; and, with 
A. Tuke, visited a few meetings in that county. 
We also attended the marriage of Joshua and 
Hlksabeth Wheeler, on our return to York ; after 
which my brother and myself left York again, Henry 
and Ann Tuke accompanying us to lancoln quarter- 
ly meeting; where we parted. They returned to 
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Torkf and we came home, where we arrived on 
seventh day the 10th of tenth month, and were 
fevoured to meet our comiexions well* 

Thankfulness was raised in my heart, for the 
many mercies bestowed by a bountiful giver: al- 
though many and various were the trials permitted 
to attend me, during thi» separation from my out- 
ward habitation. Some were of a nature^ wherein 
patience and resignation were closely tried^ so that 
I sometimes was almost ready to conclude, I hsA 
lost all power of » ever again experiencing ability, 
even to lift up my eyes to heaven, and c|ave the 
blessing of preservation for my own souL Yet after 
a dispensation of this sort, through merciful conde^ 
scensioB, light did sometimes arise out of obscurity, 
and the darknesst. before experienced, became as the 
noon day : so that through all^ at my return home^ 
I could set up my.Ebenezer and acknowledg^i 
^^ Hitherto bath the Lord helped me."* 

• 1 Sam, vii. X2. 
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CHAPTER I¥. 

4 

sad Of llth Month, 1795^ to the«h of 2d'M«ith, 1796. 

A meeting at Walton — Debenham'^Writes to a friend 
imprisoned on account 0/ tithes* 

Some friends feeling their minds drawn towards 
the inhabitants of Walton in this coutity ; our month- 
ly meeting appointed a meeting to be held there, on 
irst day the 2Sld of the eleventh month this year. It 
proved a season owned in a very precious manner, 
by the great Master of assemblies ; and some of our 
hearts were bowed in humble thankfulness, under a 
sense of his. gracious. goodness, and returned home in 
peace* 

ir96« For several of the latter weeks in last 
year, my mind was very closely triedy with an appre« 
henaion of its being required of me, to have a meet- 
ing with die inhabitants of Debenham in this county. 
As the impression appeared to ripen, it proved a very 
weighty circumstance to me, not knowing of any one 
who felt a similar concern. 1 was brought under 
greiat exercise^ lest I should move in this important 
work, in a false zeal^ unbidden by the great -and 
good Minister of ministers ; and I earnestly coveted 
to receive some undoubted evidence of its rectitude, 
before I attempted to mention it to my friends. 
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This was mercifully granted, and the day and hour 
for holding the meeting pointed out with such clear- 
ness, that I could not doubt the evidence received. 
At our monthly meeting, in the first month this year, 
I laid the subject before my friends ; who aiFection- 
ately sympathized with me in my prospect; and, 
feeling unity therewith, the men's meeting appointed 
a committee, to provide a suitable place for holding 
the meeting in, on the 19ch of this month. The 
committee, with several other friends, accompanied 
me there at the time fixed. My brother Samuel and 
my dear friend Martha Brewster, were of the num- 
' ber, and were fellow-labourers in the gospel mission. 
We were favoured to have an opefn meeting, and I 
think I may say, parted with the people in much 
good will; some of them, I believe, having been 
reached, under the prevalency. oC^the power of the 
great Shepherd and Bishop of so^^b. My mind was 
permitted to experience, for some weeks after, a 
sabbath of rest; which was cause of thankful rejoic- 
ing, having previously past some time of deep 
anxiety; yet, 1 think 1 was not insensible, under 
this change of situation, of the necessity of watching, 
lest I should take my flight upon the sabbath day. I 
believe that after the mind has been strengthened to 
perform any act of dedication, which yields a por- 
tion of peace, there is great need to guard against 
erring on this hand. Yea, surely! under every- 
dispensadon of a gracious and aU-wise providence. 
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there is occasion to crave abili^ to maintain a con- 
stant dependanee upon Him, and on the guidance of 
his good Spirit. 

"When at York in the autumn of last year, I 
visited several friends imprisoned, in the castle 
there, for refusing to pay some priests' demands. 
Not fully clearing my mind, at that time, of the 
sympathy and solicitude I felt for them, and, after 
my return home, receiving an acceptable letter from 
one of their company, I wrote an answer; from 
wliich the following is an extract, dated the 8th of 
the 2d month this year* 

" Dear friend ! • 

Having frequently felt my mind bended 
towards thyself^ and thy companions in outward 
bonds, since I passed a little time with you in your 
prison house, it was very grateful to receive thy 
token of kind remembrance. It renewed my sym- 
pathy towards thyself in particular, believing thou 
art often secretly coveting that the precious cause, 
for which you suffer, may not be let fall, in the 
smallest degree, through unwatchfulness, in any of 
those who have so avowedly espoused it, as to sub- 
mit themselves to be separated from their nearest 
outward connections, rather than bawlk the tes- 
timony given them to bear to the great Minbter 

£ 
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of ministers : without whose divine aid, none cm 
really profit the people by their ministry. And oh 
that all you who have thus given up your names tjo 
reproach, may be willing to remember, that there 
is need to seek after daily bread, even in your 
obscure dwelling; and to feel the sustaining arm of 
never-failing Power to be near, not only to support 
the mind in a cheerful submission to the present 
trial of faith and patience, but also to afford a por"- 
tion of strefigth to go in and out before the 
people, within the walls of that place. Many of 
them, I am ready to believe, from my past and pre* 
sent feelings, are looking towards your little com* 
pany ; and if all are concerned singly to eye the cap- 
tain of our salvation, your suffering may tend to the 
exaltation of the precious name of Jesus in the hearts 
of some of them. I have also believed, dear friends, 
that it is the gracious design of our Holy Head, if 
this is your individual concern, so to sanctify this 
afflictive dispensation to some of you, as thereby to 
enlarge your inward acquaintance and communion 
with Himself; yea, to increase your store of durable 
riches and righteousness. And thou, my friend, 
with whom I am particularly corresponding ; situated 
as thou art, amidst such a mixture of irreligious cha- 
racters, as inhabit the different apartments in your 
prison ; I make no doubt but thy feeling mind is, at 
times, introduced into spiritual bondage ; and perhaps 
(darkness may be the covering thereof, in sympathy 
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With the pure seed in the hearts of others ; and thy 
conflicts 'and exercises may be many and various* 
Notwithstanding this may be thy frequent experience, 
I trust thou art, at other times* admitted to that 
peaceful retreat, where the Lord's table is spread 
with the dainties of his own house, and which is an 
ample compensation for many deep probations. ' And 
1 believe thou wilt be favoured with a continuance jof 
the like sustaining power : for truly he is not wanting 
in compassion to his depending dedicated children ; 
but, unto such, a morsel of food will be handed jin 
due season.*** 

* Of this friend, Joseph Brown, there is a veiy pleasant 
accounts see Piety Promoted, part 10, by J. G. Bevan, I8I0. 
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CHAPTER V. 

9th Month, 1796, to the 3d Month, 1798. 

Her brother Wtlltan^s marriage^ i^Cm^^Fisits some 
meetings in company with S. Harrison andS. Birk' 
beck. — Deep conjiict of mind. — Visit to the Princi" 
pality of TFaieSf GtV — Tearly meeting at Welsh 
Pool. — Coalbrook Dale. — Left her sister Ann at 
London yearly meetings — Joined her again , at 
Plaistow. — Visits Herfordshire^ tfc. — Macclesfield 
quarterly meetings Wrexham in Wales ^^^Accouni 
of their visit to the Principality — Melksham^^is ill 
there — goes to Cirencester and returns home^^^A 
dreamm^-^ettles in her new habitation. 

In the ninth month this year, 1796, my brother 
William married my beloved friend Ann Tukc. 
Previously to their marriage, they kindly proposed 
my continuing a resident in their family after it ; but, 
on considering the subject^ I felt most easy to decline 
their affectionate offer : though not without an inten* 
tion of staying with them for some months after their 
union ; which I accordingly did* 

Our friend Sarah Harrison, of Philadelphia, ac« 
companied by Sarah Birkbeck, of Settle, in York- 
shire, was, in the latter part of this year, in our coun- 
ty. Besides visiting all the meetings of friends, she 
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h^d many among other people, and divers of diem 
where no friends meetings had been remembered 
before. Having looked towards some of the places 
with a similar prospect, before her coming this way, 
it was relieving to my mind, to have the opportunity 
of accompanying her, and her companion, to several 
of the said meetings ; and also to a few in Essex* 
In the third month* 1797, I met them again, in 
Essex* was with them at two or three more public 
meetings* and was favoured in the close to feel 
peace* 

Yery soon after these engagements, my mind 
had to experience much inward want, indeed to 
pass through a season of deep conflict, and of sore 
exercise; wherein it seemed to me as though my 
soul's enemy was let loose, with an unlimited power 
to buffet me at his wilL Never had I known m}i 
faith and confidence in Infinite Goodness so nearly 
overcome before. Almost continually, for several 
v/eeks, was my mind in a state comparable to being 
*^ Tossed with tempest, and not comforted,"* and 
left without one grain of lively hope, which might 
have been as an anchor to the soul. Some of my 
near connections were sensible that my situation was 
a trying one, yet none knew how bitter was the 
anguish I felt^ but He who knows all things. My 
health became impaired, and, at times, I was ready 

* Isaiah Ev. 11. 
£ 2 
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to conclude I should sink away under the exercise I 
felt ; though without any degree of cheering hope • 
that my suflferings would end with njy natural life* ^ 
Gould I have once believed this, oh f how should I 
have coveted such a release. But, peradventure,. 
had this belief been experienced, I might have felt 
less ability to have sought after padent resignation 
to bear the present trial; though I am fully con- 
vinced, I was often too apt to cast away my con-^ 
iidence in holy help; and not enough careful to 
s^ide at all times on the watch-tower ; nor abraya^ 
willing enough to stay in the ward this whole dark 
night. Alas! how hardly does the creaturely part 
bend to suffering* 

During this season of close exercise with me, 
my sister Ann at our monthly meeting in the third 
monthf opened a prospect ^^e had, of pa3ang a 
religious visit to the Principality of Wales, and 
coundes adjacent. For several years, I had had a 
similar prospect, and, some months before^ had. 
believed we should unite in this journey;- yet, now,' 
all former views we^re closed, and I could see no way 
to move forward; and eamc»tly did I. covet to be 
preserved from warming myself by the sparks of myi 
own kindling, or putting fordi my hand imbidden itjt 
«so important a work : yet having passed through 
some very trying seasons, I was made willing there- 
by to be any thing or nothingi so that I might again 
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experience, ^^ the Lord to lift up his countenance 
upon me, and give mc peace."* "When I felt any 
thing like a willingness of this sort, oh ! how did the 
cruel accuser endeavour to insinuate, that I had 
already overacted my part, in being too forward to 
lend a hand in what I had thought the Lord's work ; 
and thereby had incurred his displeasure, wounded 
my friends, and brought this state of spiritual death 
over my own mind : ' but boundless mercy was 
pleased now, sometimes to afford a litde portion of 
his cdming influence, which, in some degree, stilled 
^e boisterous waves and enabled me, at tioies^ to 
look forward with hope, that I should again be per^ 
mitted to experience the animating rays of *^ the Sun 
of righteousness)"! to dispel the thick darkness in 
which my poor mind had been, and still was en** 
veloped. 

» 
In this situation I went to our monthly meeting in 
die fourth month, where I ventured to inform my 
friends what my former views had been, and that 
within a shor time they had appeared to be- reviving, 
but I thought them still so faints I desired to cast 
myself entirely upon them to judge for me* This I 
did under a greater sense of weakness than I had 
ever opened any thing of the like nature before ; yet 
It so far made its way with the meeting, as to get a 

* NtTMB« yi. 26. t M4U iv. 3. 
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liberation at that time, for me to visit th^ Principalitf. 
of Wales, and counties adjacent. 

My sister Ann and myself, left home together, 
accompanied by my brother William, on the 16th of 
the fourth month, and went to Bury ; intending for 
the Welch yearly meeting, to be held the following, 
week, at Welchpool, in Montgomeryshire. On our 
way we passed through Kettering, in Northampton* 
shire, and Coalbrook Dale, in Shropshire, and attend- 
ed meetings there. On third day, the 25th of 4di 
month, we got to Welchpool } and on fourth, fifth, 
and sixth days was held the yearly meeting there* 
At the close thereof, not seeing our way as we.had 
expected, to proceed in our visit to the Principality, 
we concluded to return to Coalbrook Dale, and 
accordingly got back to Shrewsbury on seventh day. 
My sister stopped by the way to have a meeting 
that afternoon, at a small village we passed through 
in going ; but, finding myself very unwell, and not 
feeling any thing in my own mind for the meeting, I 
went on; and left her in company with our dear 
friends Deborah Darby, R. Young, and others. 

On first day we attended a morning meeting at 
Shrewsbury, in which I was favoured to feel a 
little strength, to relieve my mind, of an exercise 
I had felt for some individuals then present whom 
I had seen, and felt for before at Welchpool. In 
the evening we had a public meeting, which for a 
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considerable time was very exercising, yet in the 
close afforded some satisfaction* On second day, we 
came back to Coalbrook Dale* Third day, we 
attended the week-day meeting tjiere, in which 
neither of us had any thing to communicate ; but in 
the cours^ of the meeting I thought I saw clearly, 
that we must go from house to house among them; 
and, after meeting, I mentioned it to my sister, 
who I then found, had had a similar prospect* 

This evening we had a public meeting at a 
neighbouring village* From fourth day the 3d of 
the fifth month, to fourth day the 10th of the same, 
in company with our beloved friend R* Young, we 
visited the families of friends in the meetings of 
Newdale and Coalbrook Dale, in which my brother, 
who was still with us, united ; and his company and 
help were veiy acceptable to us* A few sittings I 
was prevented attending from indisposition ; and in 
some others I sat under great suffering, both of body 
and mind, so much so that I was, at times, ready to 
doubt the rectitude of my having left home ; yet I 
had, at others, the satisfaction of seeing my be- 
loved companions were rightly engaged, which 
tended to bear up my drooping mind ; having been 
in some sort the means of encouraging them to give 
up to this service* Though, in the performa];xee 
thereof, I was but pf little help to them ; yet, in the 
close, I believe none of us had cause to repent giving 
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Up to what we had apprehended to be a required 
duty* Fifth day the 11 th, I staid at Coalbrook Dale« 
being very unwell; and my sister had a public 
meeting at a place at a short distance, and returned 
to me after it. 

Sixth day. We had.not, either of us, been able to 
come at any satisfactory clearness respecting our 
future movements, till this mornings when I thought 
a little light arose in my mind^ with a pointing to- 
wards Cheshire* which we were glad to accept. 
Our dear friends D« Darby and R* Toung intending^ 
to set out this afternoon, for London yearly meeting, 
and having appointed a public meeting to be held 
this evening at Bridgcnorth, we accompanied them 
there, expecting the next day to part with them at 
that place ; and take meetings from thence in o\ir 
way into Cheshire, and so into Wales* But my sis- 
ter not feeling easy to part with them thore, we went 
on with them till second day, and parted with them 
at Campden. 

After this we again moved on towards Wales, and 
for a few days pretty satisfactorily ; till my sister's 
mind became so closely arrested for the approaching 
vearly meeting to be held in London, that it seemed 
safest to turn about, and endeavour to get th^re as 
early as we could, with taking meetings in our way.* 

* To be thus led about, and so frequently tamed from the 
object at which they were aiming, as was on several occa- 



MART AI.£3rAMDSR. $$ 

Wc arrived in London two days after the commence- 
ment of the yearly meeting ; but I did not fe^l my 
mind at all bound to it, and still found my health,^ 
at times, much affected, therefore, after staying one 
day in London, I returned home where I passed 
about ten days in peace, and found my health much 
recruited. 

On second day the fifth of sixth month, I left 
home again and went to Colchester^ where I met my 
brother William, who had parted with sister Ann 
diat momingy at or near London, and was then on 
his way home. On third day evening I met my sis- 
ter at Plaistow. Sixth day we left the neighbour- 
hood of London, and went into Hertfordshire, agree- 
ably to a prospect I had before I left home this time : 
having expected it might be right for us to take a 
few meetings in that county, and from thence pro* 
cced pretty directly for Wales. But our views were 
again protracted; for after we got into that quar- 
terly meeting, my sister felt her mind engaged to go 

uon8» their experience in tbis journey, proved no smaU trial 
to my beloved sister ; yet, I have reason to bdieve, this hu- 
miliating dispensation, was peculiarly and lastingly instnic- 
tive to her mind To move in a feelini^ of weakness, and 
with such a portion of light, as coukl not reflect its beams 
oo distant objects, bat only just mark the present step with a 
safe degree of clearness, though very trying to the creature, 
teaches humtde and fall depeodeoce on the Creator. . 

llottoa. 
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through It, and also to visit some other of the mid- 
land^counties, previously to our entering Wales* 

Though I did not feel n&y mind so much bound to 
this prospect, yet I could not see my way to leave 
her; and therefore thinking it most consistent with 
gospel order, we unitedly addressed our monthly 
meeting for further credentials, and obtained the con- 
currence of our friends at home^ to proceed as in dK 
openings of truth might appear right.* 

After visiting divers counties, on the 13th and 
14th of the ninth month, we attended the quarterly 
meeting held at Macclesfield^ for Cheshire and Staf* 
fordshire* There we opened our prospect of visiting 
the Principality of Wales ; hoping some of our bre- 
thren mig^t fed bound to accompany us ; expecdng 
to be engaged in public meetings in many parts vety 
distant from any friends* And our much-valued 
friend Joseph Storrs, from Chesterfield iti Derby- 
shire, being presentf felt a willingness to accompany 
us; as did two friends of that quarterly meeting, 
George Jones and Olive SimSf who al)l met us at 
Chester, on the 23d* 

* Their peculiar sitaation excited much sympathjr ia the 
monthly meeting ; and being attended with a feeling of ne^r 
unity with their extended concem, their friends were induced 
to give them such a certificate as isrould fully liberate them 
to any service in this land. Editor. 
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On the 25th we entered Wales, at the place I had 
tiad a prospect of more than four months before^ 
when we were at Coalbrook Dale ; and that evening 
had a meeting there, viz* Wrexham in Daibighshire* 
This meeting was large ; and I believe there was a 
•great variety of states among the people then ga* 
dieted ; some qf whom were seriously disposed* In- 
deed I think in the future movements through this 
Principality, in a more general way, we met with a 
larger proportion of religious, seeking minds, than 
in most of the counties we visited in England. Yet 
many even of those, we had often to fear^ were too 
much seeking the living among the dead ; not enough 
inward in thear search after durable riches ; nor enough 
ncquainted with ihe one essential baptism of the Holy 
Ohost and fire ; whichf if suffered to operate^ would 
consume att that is of an unsubstantial nature* How- 
ever, to meet with here and there one who was. so 
far submitting to bear the cross of Christ, as to be- 
come willing to fdilow hbn^ not only out of many of 
the vanities of jthe wcx-ldf but also out of many un- 
substantial rites and ceremonies, and who was seek- 
ing him, where alone he is tp be found, in the secret 
4>f the heart; was consolmg to our often drooping 
minds* I Irust^ some there are^ who, if they are 
faithftil to the day of small things, will» in due time, 
be made rulers over more ; know their spiritual bor- 
ders enlarged, and their acquaintance with the be- 
loved of souls increased* That this may become 

their happy experience, is what I often coveted whetji 

F 
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with them, and oft-times since^ when fin* distant from 
diem* * 

Wc were in Wales, about eight weeks, were in 
all the counties both of Nordi and South Wales ; and^ 
besides visiting the few meetings of friends, had vq>» 
wards of forty public meetings, many of tfaem in 
places where it could not be remembered that any 
friends meetings l»d been held before* We rery 
generally met with civil treatment from the inhabi* 
tants ; and travelled nearly eight hundred and fift^^ 
miles in diat mounuunous country* 

Soon after we got into Wales, ibr nearly two weeks, 
at times, I was very unwell in my health ; whereby I 
was prevented attending two public meedngs on the 
Isle of Anglesea, and two meetings of friends on a 
first day at Llwyndw in Merionethshire. Here our 
whole company was detained several days at die 
house of our kind friend ^eniy Owen, on accoimt 
of my indisposition : But after a litde rest Atrcf I 
was enabled to go through the remaining part of 
this close travel in good healdi* My dear sister 
was favoured to experience a continuaaooe of healdt 
during the whole time ; but, near the close, she was 
permitted to know a very trying depression of spi* 
rits, so much so as nearly to disqualify her for any 
public service, which greatiy added to my trials : yet 
I, was mercifully strengthened to keep up both in 
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hody asd mbd^ to the end of our engi^emems in that 
Principality* 

When we had finished onr visit in Wales, I believe, 
in sympathy with her, I soon got into the same situ- 
ation ; so ^t it seemed safest for us to leave a few 
meetings we had once expected te take in Hereford- 
ahire, and go direcdy from Leominster, in that county, 
to MeUcsham^ in Wiltshire* Our dear brother Sa« 
muel and his daughter Lucy, were there, on a visit 
to hia daughter Martha; who a few weeks before had 
been married to Thomas Jeffreys of that place. Wo 
arrived at their house on first day evening, the 26th 
of the eleventh month. Our kind companions left 
US at different times; 0* Sims at C^ermarthen in 
South Wales, 0|i the 30th of the tenth month ; G. 
Jones at Leominster, on the 23 d of the elev^th 
^onth I and J. Starrs ^i%&c we got to Melkshsun. 

Very sopn after we got to Melksham, my mind was 
much relieved from the deep depression I had felt 
for some days previously to our getting there : but 
my sister was rather longer before she experienced 
the same relief; yet, in a few days, she was favoured 
aho to feel the depression much removed^ and a 
pointing in her mind towards Warminster, a place 
in the neighbourhood, at wluch she had missed hav- 
ifig a public meeting when she yvaa in the county 
a considerable time before* Tbe meeting was ap- 
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pointed on sixth day evening, the Ist of the twelftH 
month, which I attended, and we were accompanied 
by our dear brother S. A. In this meeting and af- 
ter it, I was very vmwelL We got back to Mdk- 
sham the next day, where I took some suitable me* 
dicine ; which did not afford so much relief as tm 
enable me to attend their meeting on 'first day« 

In the evening my brodier finding me more mi* 
well, was desirous of my taking some medical ad- 
\dce ; which I submitted to for his and die rest of 
my relations' satisfaction. 

That night I was very ill indeed; sometimes I W2m 
almost ready to conclude it might be the final close 
of all things here ; especially when I considered the 
deep conflict of mind which both my sister and my- 
self had lately experienced ; and that my mind had 
been entirely relieved from any further prospect oF 
i-eligious service ever sipce I left Wales; not only 
during that very trying dispensation, but also now, 
when fav($ured with a very different one ; wherein all 
was serenity and peace** In this situation had it not 
been for the trial I apprehended it would be to my: 
dear niece, Martha Jeffreys to have a circumstance 
so awful take place under her roof, so soon after her 
settlement there ; I could willingly, j^a, I think I 
may say, gladly have exchanged mortality for im- 
mortality at that time ; if it had been consistept with 
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the good pleasure of Him in whom is all power* He 
is able to cause even a sick bed to become plea- 
sant; yea, desirable, if in that situation the poor 
finite understanding is more expanded, and the mind 
more quickened to behold the marvellous dealings of 
an all-wise Creator ! This I think I can with hum- 
ble gratitude acknowledge was> at times, my expe* 
rience on diis bed of sickness : and I was enabled to 
dteire, whether life or death should be my portion, 
diat HU will might be done. However, after a 
few days I got so much better, as to think of mov- 
ing from Melksham, when my brother and sister 
were at liberty so to do, who, during my illness, had 
engaged together in visiting the families of fri^ndi9 
there* 

After taking an affectionate leave of our kind rela- 
tioBs, who had very tenderly cared for me in my 
illness, we all left their house on fourth day the 13th, 
and went to Cirencester in Gloucestershire ; where 
we were kindly received by our friends Samuel and 
Sarah Bowley. The next morning my brother Sa* 
muel and his daughter Lucy, set off for home, and, 
left my sister and myself there. Though I was fa<» 
voured to bear travelling the day before* twenty* 
seven miles, with less fatigue than might have been 
expected; yet, after having parted with my brother 
.and niece, I was that day very unwell. Continuing 
8o, and not feeling any command to go forth again 
Into the field of labour, I believed it was safest for 
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me to decline atteadkig xay of die meetiBga 4b 
that neighbourhood, with my sister, who left nie 
for a few days, mid, accompanied by Ann Bowiey, 
visited some places adjacent and returned to me 
again* 

As I <Bd not improve in my healdi by longer rest^ 
but rather grew weaker, we thought k best to infoim 
our relations at home how we were drcumstanccKii 
and my brother WiUiam 'came to us at very short 
notice, intending to^ continue with his wife tin she 
eaw her way ckar to return home. My dear brother 
and sister D. and B. Alexander very kxncyy came to 
us in a few days after Ism, intendiidg to accompai^ 
me home as speedily as my very weak situation woidd 
admit of my travelling. On fourth day, the 3d of tiie 
first month, 179B9 my brqtheis and sisters, and my- 
aelf, idl left Cyrencester, where I had been very af^ 
fectionately nursed for tiiree weeks^ at the house <^ 
my Und friends before mentioned, and went to Bur-^ 
f<n4. The next day W. and A. A. 1^ me there ; 
and tile dscy foltowing, accompanied by my brotiier 
Bykes and his wife, I went twenty-nine a^Hes for* 
ther on my w^ home. On tlie 9th we readied Wal« 
worth, where I was tdcen more imweU again, %miaf^ 
ndier mended in travelling tiU this time t and wm 
detained there till seventh day the 13th, at the house 
of our friends Bichard and Jane Harris : who, with 
their whole family, nnmifested much affectionate 
kindness, «tf which I desire ever to retain a grat cfa i 
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temembneue. On third day ^ 16tb, we leached 
Heedham ; where vay mind was favoured to partake 
of a portion of enriching peace ; and a tribute of 
tfawkfiil acknowledgment was raised in my heart to 
the great Dispen&er of ever good. -, -^ 

My health gradually improved fiom this time; 
yet it was some months before I fully regained my 
usual strength* 

One night while I was ill at Cirencester, I dream* 
ed that I had departed this life^ and was s^lmltted 
into happiness ; but I met with only one whom I knew 
or had ever known in the body, and she, I was toldf 
was just admitted^ and was to continue there, for 
she had finished her day's work; but as I had not^ 
I must return to the body, and if faithful to what 
was manifested from time to time, I should be ad- 
mitted again when the work appointed me to do was 
iiilly accomplished* My mind being awfully im- 
pressed with what had occurred in my sleep, in the 
course of the next day I told it to Sarah Bowley* 
Yery soon after, we heard that the friend whom I had 
seen in my dream was very dangerously ill ; and, be- 
£3re I got home, I was informed of her decease ; and I 
iiave no reason to doubt but she is admitted into ever- 
lasting rest and peace* Oh, that the blessing of preser- 
vation may be my experience, that so the place pre- 
pared mi^ be happily mine^ when time to me shall be 
no more! 
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At our mohthly meeting in the third month, mj 
sister Ann and myself gave up our certificates. And 
Mhe day following, viz. on fourth day the seventii of 
tlie third month, 1798, I entered into my present 
habita^on^^which was mercifolly permitted to be a 
very peaceAiF homey for tome weeks after I first 
settled therein. 



f 



kART AldiatAXDU* 45 



CHAPTEBVL 

5t1i Mentha 1798, to the 11th Moath» 1800. 

London yearly meeting^^-^trndry meetings in Sttf" 
I folk^^-^Endures a very trying dispeHsatioru^^VisHs 
1 Tivetshall monthly meetings ^c.^^Joins Elizabeth 

Coggeshall in visiting sundry places in Norfolk^ 
SuffbUf Leicestershire^ Derbyshire j Nottingham 
Mre^ and Tqrishire*^^Seturns home* 

At our monthly meeting in the 'fifth month, 1 799, 
I mentioned a prospect I had of appointing a few 
public meetings in my way to or from London yearly 
meeting ; in which my sister Ann united with me ; 
and we were liberated by our friends, to proceed 
therein as way might open* 

^ In the seventh month, I accompanied my brother 
Samuel in some public meetings on the eastern side 
of our county ; and at the close was favoured to feel 
much solid satisfaction* 

Oh ! how has my soul longed that the inhabitants 
of this highly-favoured land^ even many of those 
who have been made willing, in some good degree, 
to seek the Lord for themselves* might become 
more and more acquainted with him, through a 
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willingness to centre unto the pure principle placed 
in the secret of their own hearts. Thus they might 
sensibly experience the privileges of the glorious 
gospel dbpei^ation | and know an estabUshment oa 
the unchangeable and invincible rock Christ Jesus ; 
and then they would also know him to go before them, 

* 

and to be there rearward* 

lSr99« On the second of the first month diis year, 
our friend Sarah Harrison, from America, who was 
then on a religious visit to Europe, and who had, 
a few weeks before, returned from Germany, came 
t# my bouse, and was confined with me| by indis- 
position, till the ninth of the fouydi n^onth following; 
eiccept going to Ipswich for two days* Great part 
of the ti|ne she was much tried, not only with bo* 
dily suffering, but also with spiritual poverty ; yet, 
I believe there were seasons in which she ei^eri« 
enced the Shepherd of luael, the great Bishop of 
souls) to arisie for her deliverance, whereby she was 
renewedly enabled to praise his holy oamet I was 
Jiermitted to be her close companion in suffering; 
but not in rejoicing; for, I think, from the day after 
she first came under my roof, until the day I parted 
with her at Ipswich, I was not once made sensible 
of the smallest degree of divine consolation* In« 
deed such a total cessation, as to any visible appear- 
ance of $piritual life, I have but very seldom ex* 
perienced ; though my mind was not so deeply exer* 
eised as at some other times* Often did I fear^ lest I 
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vhouid dwindle into a state which might be Comimr'^ 
cd to that which the church of the Laodiceans waa 
described to be in, ^^neidiet hot nor cold)''* and 
chat consetjuently I m^st be in danger of receiving 
die same awful sentence* But, just before we part^* 
cd^ which was <m the 11th of the fourth months alt 
Ipswich, I was permitted to know the veil, which 
had long eclipsed the sun o£ righteousness from my 
view, to be removed ; and ability was mercifully af- 
forded to offer a tribute of thanksgiving and praise 
to the great Author of all good, and to implore his 
divine protection aver us when far separated'; and I 
fvas favoured to return home in peace. Sarah Har* 
'Hson left Europe within a few months, having been 
from home, I think, nearly seven years* 

w 

In the^latter part of this year, I was exercised for 
6ome montks» under the weight of a religious pros* 
pect of visiting the families of friends in Tivetshall 
monthly meetingy with some other engagements in 
Aat neighbourhood; andy in the Ist month, 1800, 
finding my mind more closely arrested with this 
concern, accompanied with what I believed a clear 
intimation of the time to move in the same ; I ven- 
tured to mention it to my friends, in the second 
month, and obtsuned their concurrence to proceed in 
my visit, as, in the pomtings of iruth^ way should 
open for it* 

y • Rev. ^ 15. 
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On the 12th of the second months accompanied bjr 
my dear brodier Samuel, I went to Long Stratton ; 
the next day attended Tivetshall monthly meedng 
held at Tasburgh, when I opened my prospect to 
friends, and in it found much relief. After meeting 
Ire went to l%omas Broadbank's^ whose house was 
my agreeable lodging during my stay in that meet^ 
Ing. Sixth day the 14th, my brother went to Nor- 
wich, and, accompanied by T. B. I began the ardu*^ 
ous engagement in prospecty Seventh day, I con- 
tinued the visit to families, and my brother returned 
irom Norwich. First day he staid with me, aqd in 
the evemng I had his company very acceptably in 
two families. Second day he left me,^ and returned 
home* 

From tins time until fifth day the 27th, I was 
closely engaged in going through the remaining 
families in Tasburgh meeting, and those in Tlvets«- 
hall. First day, the 2d of third Aionth, I was at 
Tivetshall meeting. Second and third day^ I sat in 
the few families constituting Diss meeting. Fourth 
day attended the week-day meeting there, and after 
it, contrary tQ my expectation^ I felt full liberty to 
return home, which I did that afternoon. I was 
favoured with a peaceful ride home# and felt thank.'- 
fu} for the present unexpected release from further 
labour. 

The next morning, my mind became renewedly 
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Exercised coftceming. the inhabitstots of some villager 
where I had been, in the course of the family visit p 
with a clear prospect when and where to appoint the 
first meeting, though without any uneasiness at com- 
iog home as I did. However, I kept my feelingSv 
to myself, until the day foUowing, and then acquaint* 
ed my near connexions, that I had a prospect of ap* 
pointing a meeting at Yaxley >. the next first day even- 
ing; which did not appear to be any surprise to 
them, they having had reason to expect that some 
fnrther engagements than had yet taken place, 
mightberequired of me* Accompanied by Thomaa 
Broadbank, my brother StoiueU aad. other relatives* 
on first day afternoon^ th^ 9th of the third month, L 
went tp Yaxley, .where wo were met by. several^ 
friends of Tiyetshall monlh^f meetings and werc^ 
favoured with a large and solid meeting* After it, . 
T» B. my brother Sanuiel, and myself, went to Dis£i. 

Next evening we had sl: meeting with the inhabit* 
ants. of Scole and Dicklesburg; and. after it wen^ 
to the house of our kind friends J^hn and .^kim 
Holmes* On third day, a meeting at Shottisham^ to 
my own mind, was a very relieving 'opportonity, 
feeling divine support in a very precious manner tot 
1)6 near, which was cause of thankfulness* .After it 
we went to Thomas Broadbank's* On fourth dajr 
we attended Tasburgh week-day meeting, wbicb^ 
ihoughsmalU was a relieving and strengthening. Aoa?^ 
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ison to my mind. I was very unespecledlyy m tbe 
htter part of the meetaig> led to addivss an individn- 
d present whose family I had been bf when in that 
ttieeUng beforef but did ncyt at that time feel aay 
openness to express any thing to him ; though my 
mind was closely exercised on his account* He W2|s 
in this meeting, much humbled, and I covet for him 
diat through faithfulness to iuown duty» bis last daya 
ifnay be his best <kiys* 

That evening we had a meeting at Hempndl, 
where was a great variety of states ; afew.aoUd peo« 
pie, and many of a very lliffereiit desciiptioau To 
tfie latter in a very rentarksMe mawMcr, ^ esEtensioa 
of divine goodness and mdrcy was evidently mani- 
festedi to save them &om destniction, !f there was 
but a willingness to accept of the means of puri&ca- 
fion. ^ Come now, and let us reason together, sailb 
the Lord,**"!^ was awfully sounded amongst them. 
On fifth day, the lath, we attended Ttvetsball asooth- 
ty meeting, which Was a season owned by the Qreat 
Master of all rightly glared assemblies* 

After the last meeting my brother Samuel and my* 
S^lf ««tuxnedh<Hae in peace. And I have cause to bear 
hi fieattembranoe n^ heavenly Father's :goQdness, in 
impporting aod caurrying me through those engage- 
ments; tevmg to acknowledge that akhough I did go 
•ttt weeping, I wss perautted to retnm with joy. I 

ISiXAS i. 19' 



have reason to believe my comiog home before I bad 
diose public meetings was rig^t» . in order to have 
my dear brother's company ; yet^ if I had seen before 
I got home> with* cleamess« that I was to return s^ 
•ooq; it would, I suppose, have felt rather.trying iu 
prospect. To be enabled to go on day after day^ 
just moving in the present ability aifonled, without 
being unpro&tably anxious to see more of the work 
at oncey than is consistent with the great Master's 
^iU to unfold* I have always found, is not more the 
duty than the interest of Us tndy dependant ser- 
vants ; if I have ever known this happy state of mind; 
thpugh fiMr want of ^< letting patience have her perfect 
work,"* I have oft-times increased my trials and ex^ 
ercises^ I believe beyond what might have been de^ 
signed for me to endure for the wcMrk's sake. After 
such feeble efli»t$ to prcsnote the cause of truth, 
what ^ niercy it' is, t0 be favoured with any sensible 
evidence of the approbation of the great Minister of 
ministers ! Tet I hunsbly trust that such was my con<- 
soling experience in the close of this visit ; and, unr 
der the humbling ii^uenqe thereof, I was enabled, 
renewedly to acknowledge, ^Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped me."t 

In the eighth month this year, Elizabeth Coggeshall, 
froin Newport, Rhode Island, in the course of her 
religious visit ta Europe, came to Xeedham, accom^ 

* James i. 4. f 1 Sam. vil 12, 
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panted by Abigsiil Pimm of London, who left her 
here and returned home. When I first heard of 
their arrival, and that A« Pimm was likely to leave 
E. Coggeshall immediately, it very forcibly impres- 
sed my mind, that it would be right for me to unite 
with the latter, in some part of her future prospects ; 
and, before I saw her^ it was, I apprehended, pretty 
clearly manifested to my mind, that I should join her 
in Norfolk, and continue with her until she reached 
Yorkshire. This I kept to myself wholly, for a few 
Jays, while she remained yti thra neighbourhood ; and 
before she left it, I found my sidter Ann had a pros* 
pect of accompanying Elizabeth for the present : but 
upon our opening our views to each otherj hers appear- 
ed to close where mine began. 

In the ninA month, I informed my friends of my 
j)ro8pect of joining our friend E* Coggeshall- for a 
while, and received their concurrence. On seventh 
day, the 6di of this month accompanied by my broth- 
er Sattiuel, I went to Tasburgh. Next morning, at 
Wymondham, we met E. Coggeshall and my sister 
AjMi; also my brother William who went to meet 
his wife a few days before. After attending the 
meeting there^ we all went to one held at Mattishall 
in the evening. 

After this meeting my brother William and his 
wife went towards home ; and my brother Samuel, 
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E. Coggeshall, and toyself accompanied bj^ out friend 
Thomas Broadbank, went on to Dereham. On 
second day my brother left us, and returned hbmCi 
and Thomas, Elizabeth, and myself, Went to Holt, 
where we intended having a meeting with friends 
that evening. The friend's house where we were to 
take* up our quarters, being out of the town, and ^ 
coQtraiy way to that which we entered, w^ were 
obliged tQ ride quite through it ; and my mind be« 
came so much interested on account of the inhabit^* 
ants at large, that it did not appear right to conceal 
my prospect from my dear companion, and she unit-^ 
ing with]t, public invitatipn was given, and we had 
a satisfactory meetirig, in which wa \f ere favoured 
with the overshadowing wing of divine mercy ; and 
under the ioQuence thereof, ability was. afforded to 
minister to divers states and conditions present* 
The greatest part of the public labour devolved 
upon Elizabeth; but J felt my mind in a peculiar 
manner engagipd for the welfare of some individual, 
who, like the prodigal son, had ^^ wasted his sub- 
j^tance with riotous living ;"* believing our heavenly 
Fatheir was still. graciously disposed tp receive such 
9 one in mercy, if there were a willingness to retura 
unto him* At the ^e I was speaking, I had no^ 
any icnow ledge who it was I was addressbg ; but 

^ift^ ii|eetii3g, I thou^t I could have, lain my. bsLvA 

-» -» . * - . • , . 
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* LUKB XV. 13. 
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on the head of an iocfiinldiial, and have aaidy ^^ Thou 
art the man ;"• but as it did not appear a. divine re^ 
quisitioQ so to do^ I believed it best to kave hinx t^ 
the ittiflatterittg witness in his oim>nund» 

On thu-d day, the 9th, we were at WeUs mooMy 
meeting ; fourth day, Swaff ham weeknky meeting ;: 
fifth day, Lynn monthly meeting* Sixth dqr we 
had an appointed meeting at Wareham in the morn- 
ing ; and one in the evening at Bnatdtm ; said on 
seventh day, an appointed meetmg at MiktenhaD* 
f^rst day, 14th^ we attended Thetford meetmg ; and 
afterwards went to Bury* On second laid tliini 
day, the quarterly meeting was held tfa^e* 

After our qwutcrly meeting, my dear E« €?bg^ 
gesball, not seeing her way from Buty into Lmes-^ 
tershire^ I mentioned a {dace we passed diroogh in 
nbrfolk^ which had dwelt pretty much witii me 
during my stay at Bury,, believing it wouM be rig^ 
for me tD have a meeting with the inhabitants there^ 
vi^«^ Stoke* This acknowkdgment from nae, soois 
cleared her way; and we made it known to our 
friendSf^ and had a meeting appointed at that place en 
fborth day evening, die ITtk wUch proved a memo* 
rahle <^portunity* 1 believe it was a time of pnecioua 
visitation tp many of the inhd^itants of that pliK* 
and neighbourhood. And though it was somewhal 

•2S4M. xii. y." • 
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more than usually trying to toe to propose thia meet>- 
mg, conside^ring myself set out with one^ who^ I er<- 
pected^ would generally have to lead the way ; yet, 
after it was oyer, the reward I was permitted to £ed 
in my own mind, was a vety foil compensation for 
what I had passed through before it ; indeed I think 
I have but seldom felt such an uniniemipted fiow of 
peaee, as was my happy ex{terience through that 
evenmg* 

JRMi day, 18th. Yfe went this morning to 
Wareham^ with my hrother Samuel^ who had kindly 
accompanied us the preceding day from Bury. After 
breakfast, we had a. precidus season of solid retire- 
ment in the friend^s family there f and after it took 
leave of them, and my dear brother^ he retimning 
home from this places We proceeded towards 
Leicester ; and» on sixth day evening, had a meeting 
at Oakhaa^f in Rudahdahire. First day^ Slat, we 
were at Leicester^ to good satisfaction; my mind 
was nearily bound to some exercised minds in thaft 
place* Second day, we had a meeting at Hinkltyi, 
mad afterwaids returned to Leicesiter* 

On third dsny evenmg, die select quarterly meedng^ 
wras held there ; and next d^ the qaxttttfy meetiiigw 
A mournful time it was^to me ; oceaMAned, I bsiieve^ 
by wf mthholding more than was meet, which 
tended to poverty^ and distress of mind ; y^ I thinks 
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it was more from a preference I felt for others^ 
whose public labour I esteemed before my owb, 
than from any unwillingness to olSer the food given 
me to hand, though it might have appeared but as 
the baiiey loaf; for. that with a little of the divine 
blessing, doubtless would have proved sufficient to 
have fed those, for whom.it might be designed! 
which was my painful reflection when too l^|e• After 
a time of sore conflict before we left the family there, 
where we had been very kindly entertained several 
days, a little aibility was mercifully afiiorded me,* to 
intercede for them and ourselves, that we might dl 
be enabled so to pass our time of sojourning. here, as 
at last to know an admittance where sorrow is no 
inorcf And matchless goodness was pleased, in the 
closet to convey intelligibly .to my secret feelings 
^* It is enough:" and I left Leic^ter In peace* 

On fifth day we had a meeting at Loughborough ; 
and in the afternoon went to Castle Donington, to 
the house of our valuable, ancient friends George 
and Buth Fallows, where we enjoyed a peaceful 
evening with them» and were much comforted tad 

encouraged by dear Ruth's instructive company and 

« 

conversation* On sixth day we had a meetings at 
Castle Dcmington, in which Elisabeth h^d soma 
I9ihUc labour ainongst a people, many of whom app 
peated to be. too muc^ str^og^rs to the . prepiou^ 
Ilnvileg99 of .^«Ae gospel days, although miosj^ ^f 
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theni were professing to be worshippers of At 
great object of adoration in spirit and in truths so 
that it proved an exerdsing season; but a Iltde 
opportunity of solid retirement in the family aftet 
dinner, enabled Us to leave the place With relieved 
minds; and that evening ^c had a meeting at 
Derby. 

On first day, the 28lh we were at Nottingham 
meeting in the morning, where, after sitting a while 
in close exercise, a little ability was afforded me 
to cast off my burden. 1 was permitted to feel 
relief when I took my seat again, and my dear E. 
Coggeshall had a very lively testimony afterwards, 
much to my comfort ; and, as &r as relates to our- 
selves, I believe we were bpth favoured to partake 
of a portion of peace at the close of the meeting; 
yet, 1 had much \q fear that the word preached, 
to some states in particular, would prove altogetiier 
unavailing. Yet, oh ! what a niercy, amidst the 
many discouraging circumstances which we are liable 
to experience, when passing along from place to 
place in gospel bonds, to know that the reward of 
our labour is not confined to the reception our mis- 
sion meets with from man, bi\t is proportioned tp 
our pbedience to Him, who sees and knows the 
hearts of all men« 

At Nottingham, Joseph Marriage, who had acconi- 
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the diificultfr iviuch xmr kind friend Joseph Slom 
felt about itii ftccemplishment ; jret, unless he couU 
have said he believed it best for us to give up the 
meeting) I did not feel it safe to do so, without 
making some attempt to have one, my dear £• Cog- 
geshsdl being folly resigned to it, though she felt 
nothing towards it herself^ We had^ in ,tbe end, to 
acknowledge the goodness and mercy of our heaven- 
ly Father, whOf blessed be bis great and glorious 
name, does not send his children and servants a war- 
fare at their own charge, but is mercifully pleased, 
sometimes when they appear to be reduced to the 
^eatest extremity, to prove himself .to be strength in 
their weakness. Our dear friend J. Storrs, before 
he parted with us this evening, ^told me he was glad 
he had been at that meeting; which adcnowledge« 
ment^ added to the peaceful serenity before felt, 
caused the rest of the evening to be a season of 
bumblbg gladness* 

On* second and third day, we travelled to York; 
butbefare yrp got there, E* Coggeshall began 'to be 
apprehensive it would be best for us to attend a 
monthly meeting to be held at Wamsworth the fifth 
daj^ following ; and after we got to York^ the weight 
.increasing, we concluded to return* After the mttt^ 
ing at York on fourth day, accompanied by Henry 
TukC;, we went part of the way ; and on fifdi day 
morning we got in seasonable time to the meeting at 
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Wamswonl}) which was a low time with me ; bat 
dear,£« C* had acceptable service, in the meeting for 
worship* When I found that Elizabeth had a pros- 
pect of attending this monthly meeting, as I began 
now to £eel very uear the end of my present mission^ 
I thought it probable some friend amongst them 
•might find, at least, a religious liberty to join her for 
A while ; and, therefore, in the women's meeting, I 
mentioned how I was circumsitanced, and wished 
/riends present to endeavour to feel whether the lot 
did not fall amongst some of them, to unite with our 
l>elov^d friendj but no one appearing to see it their 
j)lace so to do, I returned with her to York. 

We were at Torlc on first day the 12th ; and I was 
able to rejoice, in ability being afforded to my dear 
friend to labour in her g^eat master's cause^ though 
it was a very low time with me. As no com- 
panioQ offered, I did not feel satisfied to leave 
her, and therefore I concluded to set out with 
her again on second day morning, in order to 
take soq^e meetings in that county ; expecting we 
, ;ihould return the following first day^i 

We hsui meetings at Hckering and Malton ; 
irere iMt Pickering nu>nthljr meeting, and after- 
wards had meetings at Button in the Hole, 
Helmsley, Bilsdale, and Kirby, and so returned 
to Tork. We left it again and went to Thirsk, 
Borroiv4by, and Maahaoou At. this latter place our 
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friend Mary Tate, of Gottingwith, near York, met 
118, for the purpose of uniting with Elisabeth, and 
that day, the 24th of the tenth mondi, I parted with 
thenii after a religious opportunity to be remembered 
with gratitude. My soul was poured forth in sup* 
plication to the Father of Mercies, fi>r the blessing 
of preservation, through the remaining part of our 
pilgrimage here, whether we should ever be permit" 
ted to meet again in this mutaUe state or not; diat 
so we might be prepared to join the just of afl gene» 
rations, whenever die midnight cry should be heard^ 
off '^ Behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to 
meet him*^'* My beloved friend and her new ccmi^' 
panion, went to a meeting appointed for them diat 
<}vemng'at Leybum, and I returned to Thirsk ; and 
on the way, by the food received before we separated^ 
was sweetly sustained^ to the gladdening of my heart. 
Indeed for some day? al6er, my mind was preserved 
in such a state of tranquility; as was cause of tiiank* 
fulness. 

On sixth day I returned to Tork ; whei« I staid 
4intil fifth day the 30th, and left it in company with 
several friends. Eleventh month 26, first day, we 
attended friends* meeting at Derby, where we were 
joined by J. and B. Hoyland, and with diem we 
travelled to Hitchih, which place we reached on 
ourth day evening, the 5th. Here I was met by my 

•Mat. iptv. t '-•:-.''■ 
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brother Dykes, who accompanied me home cm third 
day, the 11th of &e 11th month. 

After parting with my beloved companion E. C« I 
thought it a privilege to have the company of my ^ 
moch-yalued friends before mentioned : and that my 
dear brother was disposed to meet me when I parted 
with them* After I got home, though I left it this 
time, more from an apprehension of daty to unite in 
sympadiy with a beloved friend, than from a prospect 
of any religious engagement on my own account, I 
felt pea^. And I humbly trust there were seasons 
ejqperieBced, wherein my dear friend and myself could 
feeliag^y acknowledge, we were bound together in 
gospel unity; harmoniously labouring for the advance* 
ment of the mpst noble cause, which can be advocated 
on eartlu Ms^ it be our happy employ to celebrate 
it in a joy£al eternity, through an unreserved dedica- 
UiXk of heart during our stay here, to the whole witt / 
pf Him, who has a right to dispose 9f us as he 9ees 
meet* 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

12th Month, 1800, to the 9th MoDth, 1802. 

Concern for the youths ^c.^^Huntingdonshire afi'd 
Cambridge8kire.'--^ReRgious prospects* — Visit tg 
Surry y Sussex and Hampshire quarterly meetings^ 
EsPc. — Returns home ^-Visits sundry villages in her 
own county. — Burial of Isaac Brightxven^^^Deceasc- 

previously tp our quarterly meetitig, licld here !■ 
the tweUth month this year, 9xA during its sittings, 
tSLj mind was dipped into a state of mourning on ac- 
count of some of its members, who, I was ready to 
fear, through unwatchfukiess, had of late declined, 
rather than advanced in the way which leads to en- 
during felicity. Many c^ the youth appeared on the 
wingj soaring above the pure simplicity 6f the truth; 
and having the company of divers of these at my 
own houso, I apprehended I felt a necessity laid 
upon me to intercede with the Father of mercies on 
their behalf. I was engaged to desire that they, 
with many more, might be prevailed upon to choose 
him for their portion, and be willing to follow him. 
in the path of unreserved dedication^ which ]ridds 
more substantial comfort here, than any . sublimary 
enjoyment can possibly do ; and affords a well* 
grounded hope of an admittance hereafter into un« 
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mixed happiaess. I think I have not often felt 
more solid satisfaction result from an engageinent 
of this sortf jthan I was permitted to feel that 
evening. . , 

IBOU In thie forepart of this year I was often 
closely tried concerning an individual in the station 
of a^. elder, for whom I had long entertained a sin* 
cere rej^urd ; but who now seemed ,in danger of 
making shipwreck of faith. At our quarterly meet- 
ing in the third month, my painful apprehensions in- 
creased, so that, in the bitterness of my soul, I was 
almost ready, to utter the mournful language, ^^m^hp 
dball stand V^* when a ray of holy confidence in the 
never failing arm of divine sufficiency, was merci* 
fidly vouchsajfed, after this sieason of deep discou« 
ragement. It i»poved the eve of a precious day in 
the quarterly meeting at large, wherein we were 
gracibusly owned by the great Father of his people, 
and some of us had cause humbly to acknowledge 
Ins fatherly dealings with us, and that to Him, with 
his beloved San^ our blessed Saviour, belong all 
d^anksgiying and praise* 

. In the aixth mouthy my brother Samuel and my*, 
qeif, were a few days in Huntingdonshire and Cam>. 
iindgeshire, with a friend who was then in diese 

n2 
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pftrts on a refigious visit, and was going into 8oot«- 
land. The time we were together was short, but 
feeling the uniting bond of gospel Idlowiliip, I Uunk 
we were permitted to be as a threefold cord* 

We parted with Ms Cneodf after n iwetiiig aft 
Huntingdon, in which I trvat, I may saf , tnatb gave 
UB the victory. Though it was but a small gaAeringy 
diere appeared to be mdny diflerent states among 
them, a few I believe humble travelers for die pvos- 
perity of the pure cause. May they be strengthoied 
in every good word iand work^ by the mighty power 
of Him, who can still enable ^^ a littfe one to be- 
come a thousand, and a small one a strong nadon."^ 
After meeting we were favoured with a baptising 
time in Hannah Even's family ; and a litde season 
of retirement in Hiebe FuUer's, before we sepanrted. 
Brotiier Samuel and myself reached home tiie nett 
4ay, tile S4th of sixtii month. For some days after, 
my nund was permitted to experience an uninter* 
hipted tranquiii^, which I desire to acknowledge 
with hund>le thankftihiess to Him, with whom are 
all the blessings both of time and dentity* Jt 
afforded a morsel of nourishment for many days, 
during a season of close exercise and trial? wUdi 
at was my allotment to eiqierimce very soon aAcf 
Aia time* 
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First day, 23d if 8th Month, 1801. 

■ A weighty religious pmspect, of wkidi I have 
liad a disUiit view, ftt tiiftesi for several yearsf haa 
been the close attendiMDi; of mj^ imi»d for maoy weeks 
past, and oecasioned mt fltiiseli de^, UicHiigh hiddeni 
^wtrciBt ; not fe^ng Uberty td disclose iA to any 
one ; even ihou^ I ha^^i scniKtiines, of late, bee4 
almost ready to s^refaend I must inak^ it |>ubli€ at 
our next monthly meedng. Whilst I was a#fully 
contemplating the subject in meeting this mornings 
with my nmid entirely resigned to do So, if per- 
mitted to see ckarly that the time for moving 
therein was come; I he;u*d a voice distbcdy, to 
my spiritual faculties, declare, **^ A ram caught in 
a thicket ;''* accompanied with sm evidence that, at 
least, for die present^ the will was accepted fen* the 
deed* 

Imme^atety aft^ it, another prospect opened td 
my view with great clearness, via* to attend the 
^ensuing qumterly meetings faf Surrey, SiKsex, and 
SEampahare; send to visit some particular meetinci 
and places in those counties, which s^ipeared as 
a sacrifice that would be accepted, and therefore 
oa^t be compared to ^ The taut caugbt in the 
ibicket.'* 

» 06l sxiL 1& 
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First day» SOdi of the di^htli Montb; 

This [Prospect has continued with such undouded 
clearness, that I d^u^ not doubt its being right to 
move therein; if my friends mre free to set me ait-K* 
berty. And whether the more important concem, 
because more extensive^ ever should be opened again, 
I desire to leave widi Him, whose wisdom and know- 
kdge cannot be searched ; for assuredly hb ways are 
paAt finding out. 

At our monthly Meeting, in the ninth months I 
laid before my friends the above religious prospect, 
aiid obtained their concurrence to move therein as 
best wisdom mig^t direct* My brother Samuel was, 
at this time, under an appointment from the yeariy 
meeting, to visit, with several other friends, the 
quarterly meetings of Sussex andr Surrey* His 
daughter Lucy feeling an inelination to accompany 
her father to the above quarterly meetmgs, we aU 
left home together on the 14th dl this month, a^ 
went to Bury, in order to attend our own quarterly 
meeting to be^held there ; intending to |»ioceed on 
our journey after it. 

In our way to London, we had a meeting widi 
the inhabitants of Boxford* to pretty good satisfac- 
tion. On seventh day evenings the 19th, we g ^t to 
Ryegate in Surrey,, where my brother met his com* 



]paaioxis« The laext day we attended the two meet' 
iags held there, and, in the evening^ the quarterly 
meethig of mmi^ers and elders for that coimty ; and 
on second day, the quarterly meetiBg* We likewise 
attended the quarterly ueeting for Sussex, and that 
for iCaunpahke. 

• • • . - 

After this kst quarterly liieetiiig, a psltt of th« 
yearly meeting's committee Went directly to London, 
But my brother Saihuel and some others, accompa- 
nied me a day or two longer* Ob seventh day ieven* 
ing we had a meeting with the inhabitants of Is'sing- 
ton and another village, in the neighbourhood ot 
Alton. On first day, the 27th, we were at 6odaI- 
ming^ attended both the meetings, and had a reliev- 
ing opportunity in a friend's family in the evening. 
On second day mornings niy dear brother and the 
rest of the yearly meetihg^s committee, With hb 
daughterf left me, and* Went ta^liondokt icrordciht^ 
attend the quarterly nieedfng there^ that beings part 
of their commission. 

• • - * 

As I did not feel any thing to draw me there, 

_ * 

I was most easy to stop in Surrey; and on third 
day, I attended Guildford monthly meeting. Fourth 
day morning I went to Eshef, to the week-day 
meeting; where I had the satisfaction of meeting 
my brother Samuel, who had returned from Lon- 
don^ and he continued with me through the journey^ 



ya kbits Accomrr or 

panied us from Bury, left us, and returned liJnux 

That erenifig wt had' a meeting at Mansfield* On 

second day morning we went to Chesterfield, to the 

house of my much esteemed friend Joseph Scorrs $ 

and in the afternoon we had a meeting there ; whidi 

to me was a very gloomy season ; but dear E. Cog* 

geshall had acceptable service both in testimcHiy and 

supplication* On third day we had a meeting at 

Furnace, wheix my mind was pretty closely exercis* 

ed for two individuals who came into the meetinj^ 

rather latCi and had but little appearance of bebg 

m^nbers of our society* Upon their entering into 
the meeting house, I thought I felt a flow of gospel 

solicitude reused in my mind on their account; par- 

ticularly did I feel for the female, and believe it was* 

a time of "humbling instruction to her mind : I wish. 

it may prove of lasting advantage to her* 

On fourth day we had a meeting at Breach, which 
was measurably owned by the great Shepherd of 
Israel* On fifth day, we travelled through a moun- 
tainous country; and in the course of this day, as 
we passed thi;ough some small villages, my mind was 
so attracted towards the inhabitants of them, that 1 
believe, had we been free from previous engagements 
by other meetings being appointed for us, I should 
have felt best satisfied to have acknowledged it to my 
dear companion ; but as that was the case, I kept my 
feelings, to myself* In this instance I believe it was 



t 



nee^bl tear ineetmgft to be fiaced a Utde befereiiai>d» 
on accooBtof die psurticillAr sifcua^on of some pbic^ 
liiereaboiits ; but^ in geaeraly I have fouodU in any 
temees of this sort, aa wbich I have bi^ii engaged* 
that it ira$ safest^ aad indeed was my iaeumbent 
duty, as mudi as possible^ lo live as it were. one 
dtty s|t om:e* 



On sixth day we had a meetiogat Mony Ash, and 
after it returned to Chesterfield. On seventh day 
morning, before we left the hospitable rbof of our 
Und friends Joseph and 'Mary Storrs, we were per* 
mitted to eiqperience a little season of retirement, 
wherein, I trust, our minds were hutnbled together 
before Himt whose tender mercies are over all his* 
works. Joseph Storrs went with us to a meeting at 
Betford that evening. On first day, the 5th of tfce 
tenth month, we went to Blyth in the morning; andl 
in the evening had a meeting at Bamby Moore, a 
small village we had passed through in the morning. 
It was a considerable trial to fat to give up to 
appoiat Ais meeting, fihding some friends were 
apprehensive it would not be likety to prove satisf^c* 
tory. One objection appeared to be the smaHiM^ of 
the place, though I wished invitation to be gJvea fee* 
yond the village, if a situation large enougk coold be 
procured to admit of extending it further; but what 
weighed more with mo than any ci&er obstael^ was 
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evencpg.we had a satu^toiy xnierting at Bielehf 
iog^f and after it, weot hpine with our kindinead 
Thomas Daon of Nutfield,at whose house wjt r^ted 
the next day, caqpecting to go thence.to Rodbester; 
in order'^to attend a quarterly meeting there, to 
.which my bekMFe^d brother felt boundt smd I &lt full 
liberty to accdmjpaay him. 

. On seventh day, in company with T. Dann a$Mi 
hb daughter, we .went to Rpchester; and were at 
a meeting .thene, pn .first day, the 18th. On second 
day, we attended the quarterly meeting* Third 
day went to London, to our kind friends' John and 
Tabitha Bevsms. Fourth day morning we left them, 
after a solid opportunity in their family, and went to 
Grace- Church-street week-day meeting, where my 
/dear brother had a lively^ and, to some fsuthfully 
exercised minds, and encouraging testimony. In 
the afternoon we went to Upton. On fifth day we 
jMrent to Tottenham, and on sixth day proceeded 
homewards ; and reached Ipswich on seventh day 
evening. 

• ' 

. On first day, tenth month, 25th, we attended the 
meetings there ; and, in the evening, had a hum- 
bling season .of awful retirement in our friend Isaac 
Xdversedge's chamber, who was then very ill, of an 
indisposition from which he 4id not recover, thou^ 
he lived several weeks longer. We returned home 
^ter ^t| well^satisfied that we went round by Ipswich 
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to visit. him> that being our principle motive fer go- 
ing there at that time« After my return home, I 
had renewedly to acknowledge the goodness and 
mercy of Him, who is stiU graciously pleased to re* 
ivard the sincere^ though feeble endeavours of his 
little ones, with a portion of that peace, which can 
come only from his boundless trea&uly, and therefore, 

I humbly trust, may be received as a mark of divine 

•I 

acceptance ; and is a jewel worth toiling long to 
obtain* 

In this little journey I experienced many diiFerent 
dispensations. Sometimes, when I believed it to be 
my duty to appoint meetings, weakness has been so 
much the covering of my spirit, in getting through 
them, that I was often led to fear lest I should have 
run, without being sent by him who alone can quali- 
fy for his own service ; yet at other times, I have 
'humbly and thankfully to acknowledge, I never was 
more sensible of divine support and qualification 
lo perform what appeared to be required of me, both 
among friends and others. 

Under a humbling consideration of my heavenly 
Father's goodness, my soul was, after my return 
home, many times bowed in reverence before him ; 
craving his protecting care, both in heights and 
in depths ; that under every dispensation of his ""- 
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ernng Providence, there may be ability to say, ^ Thy 
will be done."* 



Very soon after our return home, we had ah ac- 
count of the departure of dear Mary Ann Saiith, 
who closed this life the day after we left Tottenham. 
Though there appeared but little, if any probability 
of her recovery when we parted with the family; 
yet it was unexpected to us, so quickly to receive 
the intelligence of hir awful change ; but as I believe 
her spirit was happily prepared for it, it is a great 
mercy to her, that infinite Wisdom hath been pleased 
to cut the work short in righteousness ; and to ad^ 
mit her to a full enjoyment of that precious commu- 
nion with himself, the foretaste of which, I verily 
believe, she accounted her choicest blessing, whilst 
here. 

1802. I had not been long at home, after my re- 
turn from the foregoing visit to the counties of Surrey 
and Sussex, &c. before another religious exercise 
revived in my mind, which I had felt at times for. 
several years ; vie. to hold some meetings in small 
villages on the western side of this county. Very 
early in this year, the time for moving therein ap- 
peared clearly to open, and I found my dear friends 
John Kirkham and Martha Brewster, had similar 
prospects ; and that the former had felt his mind par^ 

* Mat. xxvi. 42. 
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^cularly impressed to make known to me his con- 
cern, without any previous information of my having 
any such prospect. I informed him and my friend 
M« B. of the time I h^d in view; which, after solid 
consideration, they felt easy with, and we applied to 
our different monthly meetings in the fourth month ; 
and obtained the concurrence of our friends respec- 
tively to unite, and proceed 'agreeably to our pros- 
pects laid before them. 

. We met at Bury, on seventh day, the 10th of the 
fourth nionth ; and on first day attended the morning 
meeting there. In the evening we had a meeting 
with the inhabitants of Horringsheath, a vitfage Jn 
the neighbourhood of Bury. From this time, until 
fourth day, the 21st, we were in a similar manner 
engaged, holding meetings within a short distance of 
that place. And, in most, if not all of them, amongst 
'^i people who were very much strangers to us as a reli* 
gious society. Many of them appeared also much stran^ 
gers to all true religion, and to that divine influence 
which only can quicken the soul, to a lively sense of the 
goodness and mercy of our great and gracious Crea- 
tor; and enable us to per&rm acceptable worship 
unto '^ Him, who is a spirit, and must be worshipped 
in spirit and in truth.""^ Yet^ in some places^ we 
met with a few seeking minds, to Qur comfort ; and 
amongst them, at times, we were enabled to renew 

• JoBK iv, 3a. 
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our strength in the Lord, who from day to dajr was 
pleased to give us to know that he was sufficient for 
his own work ; though when with a people who were 
so much uiiacqusunted with his spiritual assistaace^ 
it was sometimes humiliating labour. However^ 
some of these seasons were succeeded by a degree of 
that solid satisfaction^ which compensated for the 
suffering of ihe d^y. Where the great Master i^ not 
admitted to reign, his faithful servants cannot but 
suffer; and th^ ought to esteem it a favour to be 
found worthy to abide with him^ even in tribulation. 

The Iast«mentioned evening, viz. fourth day 21st, 
we had a meeting at Bottesdsle, with the inhabitants 
of that place ; and after it set off with several friends 
who accompanied us thither, intending to return to 
BadwellT^sh. We had not got out of the town of 
Bottesdale^ before we e^cperienced a very close trials 
occasioned by one of our friends receiving a very 
alarming hurt on his head, by a fall from his horsey 
which ran away with him immediately after he h^d 
mounted. As soon as we could get him taken back to 
the inn which we had just left, we had a surgeon^s as- 
sistance, who appeared to be a man of good judgment 
in his profession, which was alleviation to our tried 
minds* After staying with him till all was done for 
him that we were able to do under his then circum- 
stances, most of us proceeded, as we had before in-* 
tended, to Badwell-Ash^ leaving two friends with 
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him for the rest of the night. On fifth day morning, 
Martha and myself felt most easy to go back to Bot* 
tesdale, to see the friend who had been hurt, whom 
we found quite as well as we could reasonably expect, 
which was cause of heartfelt gratitude to the great 
Preserver of his people. We staid with him until 
that afternoon, when his wife, who had been sent for, 
came to him ; and she accompanied him home the next 
day. We had one meeting more before we returned 
to Bury, and got back there on sevei^th day, the 
24th. 

Though our absence was but for a few days^ tre 
had experienced some deeply proving seasons, where- 
in our faith had been closely tried : yet we had abun* 
dant cause to acknowledge, that our minds had been 
graciously favoured with divine support in the time 
^f need, to our humbling admiration* 

The next day we attended the morning meeting at 
Bury ; and in the evening had a large number of the 
iidiabitants. Invitation was particularly given to the 
lower cl^^ of ^e people, and it proved a relieving 
opportunity to our minds; which we esteemed a 
gracious mark of divine condescension^ of som^ 
deeply trying baptisms. After this meeting was over^ 
we all felt the weight of our present mission so light- 
ened, as to believe a release was near approaching. 
AdEter visiting a few friends in their families (ill 

IS 
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second day, the way was clear for our coiliing to 
Needham on third day, the 27th of fouith mcmtfai 
and idiat evening my beloved companions had a pub-- 
lie meeting here, invitation having been giving ta 
the inhabitants of Barking, at John Kirkbam's 
request* 

On 4th day, after a solid opportunity together, 
with our very kind helpers, John Marriage, jun. and 
John Perry^ we parted; the former accompanying 
John Kirkham home. At the time of parting, my 
mind was permitted to feel a degree of peaceful quiet ; 
but, I think, I have seldom, if ever, experienced 
the same stripped, tried situation so soon after any en- 
gagement of this sort, as was my allotment, with but 
little exception. Although I could not but believe 
we were right in parting when we did, yet an appre- 
hension was prevalent that it remained an unfinished 
work. Earnest have been my desirejs, that on whom- 
soever the lot may fall to be again engaged in it, we 
may be enabled to keep our eye single unto the 
Shepherd of Israel, who^ I humbly trust, did put us 
forth, go before us, and granted a present release 
from that field of labour ; then he may be pleased to 
unfold to us the further discovery of his holy will, 
and enable us to be resigned thereunto. 

On first dayr the secopd of fifth monthf I accom- i| 
l^ied my brother Samuel to Diss^ to see our frigpd ' 
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Isaac Brightwen, who, we had been informed, ap- 
peared to be very near his final close ; and when we 
got there, we found he was not sensible, and in such 
a situation as to leave ho reason to expect hb surviving 
many hours. We attended a meeting <there, which 
was a solid opportunity, and after it returned to the 
house ; and his wife requesting our going to them in- 
to his chamber, we did so, and sat until we saw the 
awful conflict finished ; when we were permitted to 
feel a precious covering, accompanied with a belief 
that the deceased had quitted mortality, for a gloria 
ous immortality. Before we left the house, we were 
favoured with a humbling uniting season with his 
widow and children. The 'iSDllowing first day, the 
9th, we attended the burial, which was a memorable 
meeting to me, and I trust t^i divers others who were 
present: yet I fear such opportunities are too fre- 
quently soon forgotten. 

Ninth Month, 30th, fifth day. 

The remains o f w ere interred in friends 

burial ground here. He was one over whom I had 
many times lamented, from a firm persuasion that if 
he had been faithful to the pure manifestations of 
truth in hb own mind, he would have been digmfied 
thereby^ and have been made useful unto others. 
But instead hereof, it is to be feared, for want of 
keeping watchful and faithful in the day of small 
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things, to the discoveries of the divine will concern- 
ing him, the enemy of all righteousness prevailed so 
far over his once enlightened mind, as to induce him 
to let fall divers testimonies to the pure principle of 
truth, which, I verily believe, in his youthful days, 
were precious in his view. Yet I am willing to be- 
lieve, that through much tribulation he has obtained 
mercy, and is admitted into holy rest. In the last 
few days of his life, I repeatedly sat by his bed side» 
and was sometimes favoured to feel a consoling be<> 
lief that this would be his happy experiencct 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

12th Month, 1803. to the Tth Month, 1804. 

A season ofxmthdrinoingyandtrial.'^Hitchtn*'-^Vtsit 
to friencPs families, (^c* in Suffolk^^^Londonyear- 
ly meetmg.'^Her sister Ann^s visit to America*-^ 
Hefiections.-'^Senewal of a religious prospect al- 
luded tOj in 1801.— iCo^f before the monthly meet- 
ing.'^^Remark on her feelings upon such occasions* 

The latter end of this year^ and most of the first 
month, 1803, I was at Ipswich, with my dear sister 
Hannah, previously to, and during her confinement 
with her daughter Priscilla* Though I was well 
satisfied therewith, believing it to be my duty to do 
what I could to alleviate a time of trial which she 
was permitted to experience t yet^ as to myself, it 
was a season of peculiar withdrawing of all substan- 
tial comfort. Sometimes I could not but secretly 
mourn my destitute state of mind ; and had theife not 
been a little cheering ray of holy confidence, merci- 
fully vouchsafed, in that All-sufficient Power, who is 
still able to " open/* at his pleasure, " rivers in high 
places, and fountains in the midst of the vallies :* to 
make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry 

• ISAUB xU. 18. 
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land springs of water;" I think, it seemed almost as 
if^ I must have sunk into irrecoverable sadness. But| 
blessed be the name of Israel's God, he was pleased 
to sustain through this long winter season ; and, at 
times, to afford a grain of living faith, that when his 
wisdom saw it was enough, the doud should be re«- 
inoved from the tabernacle. I was sometimes ready 
to conclude, my present suffering was intended as a 
jpreparatory dispensation, for an arduous and im- 
portant engagement, which towards the latter part of 
the time revived and spread in my mind ; though 
not with sufficient clearness to satisfy me, the full 
time was come for opening it to my friends. 

In the latter end of this month, I accompanied my 
brother and sister W. and A. Alexander to Hitchin, 
where, on fifth day, the 37th, we attended the inter- 
ment of dear Joshua Wheeler. It was a solid meet- 
ing, and divers lively testimonies were delivered 
therein ; ,as there were likewise in an opportunity in 
his family in the evening. Though, as to myself, I 
experienced, through the day, much poverty of spirit, 
yet I was well satisfied in being there, and glad to be 
witnfcss to the gracious support mercifully vouchsafed 
to dear Elizabeth, \yho was strengthened to bear 
testimony in the evening, to the goodness and 
sufficiency of that divine power which had sup- 
ported her under the present deeply afflictive dis- 
pensation. 
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After my return home, I went again to Ipswich; 
ju)d statd about - ten days longer with my sister 
Hannah. During that time I felt more closely the 
weighty prospect which had revived before I left 
her. After I got home,^ it so^ much increased in 
weight, as to induce me to believe it was right 
for me to open to my friends, in the third month, a 
]irospect I had of visiting the families -of friends 
Aroughout our quarterly meeting; and also of hold- 
ng public meetings : particularly on the western side 
of the county, in some villages which were left un- 
▼isited when I was joined by John Kirkham and 
Martha Brewster ; and I obtained the concurrence 
jof friends to proceed therein* 

To give up thus far without any knowledge of a 
companion, was a sacrifice which cost me many 
hours of close exercise of mind, and many fears for 
the%onour of the pure cause I was about to espouse. 
To be so engaged amongst divers who were not 
strangers to me, increased the arduousness of the 
work in my view ; believing it would "be in a pecu^ 
Kar manner needful to stand resigned, to renewed 
baptisms, in the course of such an engagement; 
in order to experience all inferior judgment re- 
moved, and to feel an entire reliance, from hour 

to hour, on the guidance of unerring Wisdom* 
Jtf y mmd f9r a aliort season waa permitted to re- 
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ceive cootoladoo, from an ackoowkdgmeat of 
]>eloved brother Samuers to the monthly 
that he felt most easy to inform his friends, he 
believed, if no other companion offered, he shouki 
feel bound to accompany me through some part oS 
the visit* He had their full concurrence so to do* 
And, in the course of our religious engageme^tsi 
together, I had good cause to believe, that his 
i/rillingness to sympathiie with me, and, as far as 
was consistent with the great Master's wiU, to 
become a fellow-labourer in the arduous work, was 
not all he was called to, but that he was separated 
for a similar work, within the compass of our own 
monthly meeting* 

We left home on seventh day, the 19th pf the third 
month, and went that evening to Woodbridge, and 
the next morning to Leiston, in time for meeting. 
In the afternoon and evening we had four sittings in 
the families there* On second and third days ^e 
sat with the rest of that meeting in their families. 
Fourth day morning, we began a visit to the families 
at Woodbridge ; and finished the next evening. On 
sixth day morning, we had a meeting with friends 
there ; and in the afternoon were favoured to leave 
them in peace. 

In the evening we had three sittings at Ipswich^ 
and there we were in a similar manner engaged, 
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utttU fourth d£iy evening, the 30th of this month, 
Burmg our visit in that place, I underwent the 
deepest baptisms, I ever experienced. For several 
days after we got there, it seemed as though every 
day they grew heavier, so that sometimes I was al- 
most ready to feel dismayed, lest I had begun a work, 
«wfaich I should not be able to accomplish* But, to 
Ihe praise of our Holy Head and High Priest, I was 
favoured to witness, that, sufficient for the day, was 
Ae strength he was pleased in mercy to dispense. 
That evening, 2^r the close of the visit, and through 
Ac greatest part of the night, I was favoured to par- 
take more largely of the foretaste of enduring felicity, 
than ever I had done before. It was a night which 
I desire may ever remain in my remembrance, with 
reverent thankfulness to the blessed Author of all 
good. I thought to feel what I then felt, uninter- 
Tuptedly, would^ without augmentation^ constitute a 
j03^1 eternity. 

The next day, at a meeting with friends there, 1 
was renewedly plunged into close exercise, though 
not without some ability to cast off my burden, by 
ministering unto them, and interceding with the 
"Father of mercies for them and ourselves. But I 
did not feel a full release from Ipswich, without 
submitting to invite all my brother Dykes' workmen, 
and such of their families as inclined to attend, to 
come together that evening ; and it proved a solid 



106 SOME ACCOUHT Ot 

opportumtjr. After it wag over, I was favoured t^ 
experience a renewal of the precioua peace, which 
had been my allotment the preceding evening* 

On Bizth day morning, the 1st of the fourdi . 
month, after sitting with a young woman who 
attends meetings, but is not a member of oar 
aociefy, we came home ;- and a happy day it was 
to me, feeUng the incomes of enriching peace. 

On first day, the 3d, I attended Mendlesham meet* 
ing, and afterwards sat with the few ftiends in theif 
different families. On third day, the 5th, I was itt 
our monthly meeting held at Ipswich. Fourth day^ 
accompanied by my brother Samuel, I visited the 
fanSilies in our own particular meeting: but my mind 
was under too heavy a load of discouragement, in 
looking towards the future, to get relievingly through 
the present engagement. However, I have treason 
to .apprehend that the close of this day might have 
proved more satisfactory, had I attended more to the 
great Master's injunction of, *' Take therefore nb 
thought for the morrow ; for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself.*'* This I was 
favoured to see verified the next day, the 7th of 
fourth month. In the morning I took leave of my 
beloved brother Samuel, who expected to set out in 
a few days for the half year's meeting in Wales. It 
was a pinching separation to me, as we had been very 

■ 
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learly bound id gospel fellowship, in the course of 
mir lat^ arduous engagement. My brother William 
kindly accompanied me to Bury, where I informed 
pay friends, in their monthly meeting-of my prospect 
in coming amongst them* When I had done so, my 
dear sister Hannah, who was then on a visit to her 
lister Martha Brewster, in a weighty nianner, propos- 
ed to unite with me therein^ which met the cordial 
approbsition of her friends, and was truly comforting 
to me. After meeting, I was favoured to feel such a 
degree of tranquility, as was cause of humble thank- 
fulness. 

On sixth day, we visited ihret families, and 
travelled thirty miles. We continued visiting the 
families in the country meetings round Bury, until 
third day. That afternoon and evening we had 
four sittings there; which I got through under 
much bodily suffering. From that time, for several 
days, I was much indisposed from a complaint 
then very prevalent, the influenza; and my dear 
^ster had something of the same disorder; so 
that, visiting^ the remaining families in Bury, was 
all we were able to accomplish in ^e course of that 
week* 

iJnder this unexpected detention my mind was 
mostly favoured to feel peaceful ; and it was a great 
privilege to us, that we were so favo urably situated 
as under our beloved M. B.'s hospitable roof; at a 



time when we were onaUe to proceed in the prospect 
before us. On first day evening, the 17th, I had a 
meeting at Cockfieldy for some of the inhabitants 
scattered thereaway; and after it we returned to 
Hury. On seconcf day we parted with our dear 
M* B. and went to Haverhill. There we sat with 
the few families of friends ; and afterwards attended, 
a meeting with them* On sixth day, the 29d, I had 
a meeting with the inhabitants of WithersfieU, and. 
another village in the neighbaurhood of Haverhill* 
On seventh day we went to Sudbury. With 
friends there, and a meeting with the inhabitants of 
an adjoining place^ we were engaged until third day, 
the 26th, when we came to Needham. On the way 
home, my mind was so strongly attracted towards 
some of the inhabitants of these parts, that I did not 
feel a full release from this field of labour, until I 
had invited them to come together, the following 
first day, 1st of fifth month, when a large number 
were collected in a bam at Hitcham. Amongst 
them^ I believe, was a great variety of states ; some^ 
1 trust, awakened seeking minds, though they 
seemed, as it were, almost lost in the croud. Quiet-, 
ncss and peace were mercifully vouchsafed to mc: 
on my return home that evening: though I thinly 
my mind was never more humbled under a feel- 
ing sense of being but an unprofitable servant, if 
at all worthy to be esteemed one in my heavenly 
Father's house. 
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My beloved sister Hannah^s sympathy, and secret 
exercise of mind, many times proved strengthening 
to me, ift the course of our moving along : and I 
earnestly covet she may reap the reward of solid 
^ce, for this act of dedication to the precious 
cause ; which will ever be found enough to recom* 
paice for many deeply baptizing seasons. I trust 
we may with thankfulness acknowledge, that although 
such were sometimes our experience, yet, the Au» 
thor of all good was with us at other times, and re« 
freshed the visiters atid visited together, to our 
humbling admiration* 

Though it has been but seldom that I have had 
any reason to believe it was right for me to attend 
our annual meeting in London, having much oftener 
apprehended Hny allotment has been to tarry at hoixie^ 
while others of our little company in this meeting 
were so employed : yet, this year, after the close of 
the foregoing engagement* I was unusually led into 
feeling respecting the approaching yearly meeting ; 
and my mind was nearly bound in gospel sympathy 
with my beloved sister Ann, who was going under a 
prospect of casting before the select meeting* her 
concern to visit the continent of America. I made 
some efforts to go which did not succeed, and the 
time being very short* I gave it up» Though I do 
not know that I can say I felt condemnation, yet I 
have not had that clear evidence of being in my right 

K 2 
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fJlotment at home, which, at many other times, I 
liave been favoured to experience. 

On fifth day, the 14th of the sevendi month this 
year, my dear sister left home for America. On 
sevendi day, the Iddi of the eighth month, she em-' 
barked at Liverpool^ on board the Francis Henrietta, 
bound for New* York. She was favoured to arrive 
in safety on sixth day, the 16th of ninth month* The 
loss of her society is great to many of our little circle 
in this place ; yet the undoubted persuasion that she 
is led forth by the great Shepherd of Israel, tends to 
enable many of her near connexions to feel resigned 
to His unerring will ; consigning her to his fatherly 
protection, under every dispensation which he may see 
meet to appoint or permit her to pass through for 
his glorious cause sake ; humbly hoping, in his own 
time, to be favoured to see her restored to us again 
in peace. That her beloved husband, in a peculiar 
manner, may be a sharer with her in the precious re* 
ward ; and their tender babes know the blessing of 
preservation^ I feel at the present moment neariy 
interested, may be their individual and united happy 
experience. 

Twelfth month, 31st. For some weeks^ near the 
close of this year, my mind was tried with much de- 
privation of divine consolation. But within a few 
daysy it has pleased infinite goodness, a little to un- 



veil liimself to my comfort, and though it has been 
but of short duration, yet enough to renew a degree 
bf living faith, and holy confidence, in his All- 
sufficient power, and inscrutable wisdom* And as 
it IS the frequent humbling experience of his servants^ 
that it is consistent with his divine will they should 
live by feith, it is a mercy which calls for thankful^ 
ness' of he^rt« when any ability is felt in sincerity to 
tLttst the submissive languaget under those dispensa- 
tions, •'Not my will, but thin^e be done."* Hum- 
bled in the consideration of how fi:ail I am, and un- 
able in the smallest degree to come to such a state of 
resignation without renewed help from time to time, 
from the holy sanctuary ^ oh ! may my mind more and 
more seek after ability to become sanctified through- 
out, in thought, word) and deed. In reviewing this 
year, I perceive that although many deep exercises 
have been permitted for me to pass through, yet the 
I^ord hath sustained me in the midst bf them all; 
and I have had some seasons of sweet consolation, 
in which my heart hath been knit to the beloved of 
QiytouL 

First M(Hith, 1st, 1804 

My mind this afternoon had been led to consider, 
tliat many may be the changes wh^ch the present 

* l40K)i xxti. 4a. 
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year may produce. Many the trials atid exercises I 
may be permitted to experience, and oh ! may there 
be a centering to the source of all pure instruction, 
for counsel to move according to divine appointment ; 
that whether suffering or rejoicing, that part destined 
for immortality, may be preserved in a state of ac* 
ceptancewith <*the High and Lofty Ope that in« 
habiteth eternity, whose name is Hcdy,"* and who 
still condescends to dwell with them that are of ** a 
contrite and humble spirit." 

Fifth month, 11th. In the forepart of this year, 
I became renewedly exercised in the prospect of a 
religious engagement, which for many years, even 
from my first appearing in a public testimony in 
meetings, has, at times» weightily attended my mind ; 
apd particularly in the summer of 1801, when, for a 
considerable time, I was ready to apprehend it 
would be consistent with my peace to endeavour to 
move therein* But infinite lifisdom was pleased at 
that time to order it otherwise, as already remarked 
in these memorandums. And now, when it first 
opened with weighty I felt solicitous that whatever 
was right 'k. his sights might be done ; though many 
have been my fears, as usual under similar impres- 
sions^ of being deceived by the great adversary, who 
cares not by what stratagem he can betray. At 

* l0Aua Ivii. 15. 
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length such became the state of my mind, under the 
deep discouragement which I have felt, that I but 
seldom possessed any capacity to put up even a se* 
ere t petition, to the Father and Fountain of Life^ for 
ability -to know and do his will: though, day and 
eight, in company and alone, I had not long togeth* 
er^ felt liberated from an awful consideration of the 
important subject. This morning I ventured to un- 
fold to my beloved brother Samuel a litde of my 
tried situation ; having long looked towards him aa 
a companion, if ever the way should open for engag- 
ing in the prospect in view, though I knew not that 
he had ever felt a similar concern. After speaking 
to him, my mindy for a short time, was relieved from 
a very heavy load, which leads me to believe^ let the 
matter issue as it may, whether I ever see my way 
to move further in it or not, that I have not done 
wrong in disclosing my feelings to him. Though he 
said but a few words on the subject, yet, from the 
manner in which he received it, and the weight 
which accompanied us at the dme, I do apprehend 
his mind has been somewhat similarly exercised. 

Fourth day, 16th of fifth month. My brother 
Samuel revived the foregoing subject to me ; and» 
at the same time^ acknowledged, to my comfort, that 
he had for some years felt an apprehension, that a 
similar engagement would sometime be allotted him ; 
but he had not seen the time for moving therein was 
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folly come^ though since I opened mjr feeluigs to 
him^ he has looked more than heretofore towards an 
early entrance into it ; yet not with sufficient clesff- 
DciSs to give me much expectation he shall be likely 
to see his way to join me in next eighth mondi ^ 
which lias very much fixed with me as being the right 
time for my leaving home. Much do 1 desire we 
may both be enabled to move under the direction of 
Bind) who remains to be, ^ Great in counsel, and 
mighty in work,'** 

After many anxious hours, and some deep c(m- 
flicts of spirit, on this important subject, I was en- 
abled, at our monthly meeting in the seventh month, 
to open my prospect of a visit to friends and some 
others in Scodand, some of the northern counties of 
£ngland, and the inhabitants o£ the Isle of Man. It 
Was received by my friends in a manner that nuse4 
bumble admk*ati6n in my deeply tried mind; and^ 
casting the burden before them, afibrded a precious 
portion of tranquility, to which I had long been 
much unaccustomed. I think I never was so sen- 
sible of divine help and support, under a similar 
circumstance, as in the women's meeting at this 
^^ne, though I did not feel altogether the same 
strength in the men's. 

Indeed I have but seldom felt as much ability 

* JxB. xzxii. 19. 
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in communicating in this way to my brethren^ as 
t^Jien among my sisters : and, I believe, the necessi- 
ty there is, in such cases, of repeating pretty much 
the same thingf does in degree lessen the weight of 
what is expressed. 

My dear^rother Samuel, at the same time, in- 
formed friends, h»w he had been circumstanced, and 
thft he feh most easy to propose to unite with me. 
Certificates for us were ordered to be prepared for 
next monthly meeting, to be held on fourth day, the 
1st of the eighth month. 



V 
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CHAPTER IX. 

9d. of 8tii Month* 1804, to the Ist. of Ist Month, 1805. 

Sets out on the visit to Scotland^ Cjfc— Bi/ry. — Lit- 
tle^port.'^hatterts.^'Derhy^^'Cockermouthm^^Par' 
tofu — Isk of Maru^-^Whitehaven.'^DisstngtofUr^ 
Cockennouth.^Mary' Port.'^ockennouth quarterly 
meeting* — Graysouthen. — Dundee."-^ Kinmuck* — 
BaUuJgardy.^'-^ld Meldrum.^^Aherdeen,-''^t(me'' 
haven.'-^Montrose.-^Dundee.-^Perth.^^la»gowm 
m^'Edinburgh monthly meeting^'^^Netvcastle^'^^ 
Shields.-^Darlington, ^c^^Tork* — Wellbourn^^^ 
Northampton quarterly meeting.-^Chatteris.'^Re' 
turns home* 

Sixth day, the third of the eighth Month. 

After so long a time of deep exercise, it has been 
cause of humble admiration that I have been ena- 
bled to look forward towards the weighty engage- 
ment in view, with so much serene satisfaction, as, 
for the last few weeks, has frequendy been the happy 
experience of my thankful heart. Under these feel- 
ings, I left home, and we went this evening to Bury« 
The next day my mind was permitted to know a dif- 
ferent dispensation^ and I was ready to fear we 
must part from our dear friend Bfartha Brewster, 



under a sense* of .the deptivation of that substantial 
«6inf6rt9 .which, my soul longed to feel. Bat just 
.befoie we Uft |ier hospitable roof, wq were favoured 
to knowo^si Ucde pf ^e renewed loving kindness of 
our 'gracious JE[elper» who, through our beloved 
:fiiead 1^ Bi was pleased to open .for us a little 
jbrook.bylherway, and wetbid fareisrell to her under 
its leoderiiig inSuenoeft • 
» . . .' % • ■ - 

• On -first day the***, my dear brother Samuel 
aid myself -were at Litdeport meeting, which was a 
Very sma!! gathering ;- but we were permitted to 
experience the- fulfilling of the divine promise that, 
••Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name;, there am I tn die mtdst <)f them."* It was 
a humbling baptizing reason ; to be remembered 
with thankfulness to Him, in whom are all our fresh 
springs* 

■'•■>• 

We went that evening to Chatteris, and lodged 
at our friend Jelfti Bateman's, who was from home 
on a religious, engagement with John Abbottf with 
a view to visit Ihe Isle of Man i and it now looks 
Ukely we may cross fhb^ water together* ' Before we 
left this fanrity, we had a humbling opportunity of 
refigious retirement. In the course' <^ tMs week we 
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travefled to ftieffield ; taking a week-daj^ metfSaag, 
at IxHigfaborough, and another at Derby* • At the 
latter, in the evening of the same dayi we had m 
meeting with the richly viuted inhabitants of that 
place. On first day^ die twelfth we wtxe at Shef* 
field meetings. And thence, on second day, wc west 
to Huddersfield. On fourth day We attended a 
week-day meeting at Setde ; aisth da^s one at Hittii- 
dal ; and on seventh day, the 18th, we got to Godc- 
ermouthf where we met our fiiends John Abixitt 
and John Bateman. We all attended the m eetin g 
there the next day, and had one in the evening for 
the inhabitants of that place, iq>pointed by John 
Abbottr Though we passed through some doaa 
exercise, we had cause to be thankful we were there* 
The evening meeting was a time greatly owned by 
llie Shepherd of Israel. 

. » 

On second day, we went to our friend Hemy 
Bragg's, at Parton, near Whitehavjqn ; a|id wue 
informed, on our arrival there^^diat the padfLet fw 
the Isle of Afan, ^ronld saU that eirening. about tea 
o^dock* This was intelligence that brought mf 
mind under deep exsevcia^,. esfieeiaily fiadlag. all ooigr 
intended companions were n^ilUng to |^ at that time* 
though m|f bvother ga?^ a preference %» staying 
over the monthly meedng at Whitehavent the ncjct 
day. When I found him so circumstanced, I also 
endeavoured to look at going with them^ but after a 



i^se conSict, I felt best satisfied to inform my 
bdoyed brother and fellow-labourer, that, before t 
left home, I thought I saw we were to attend that 
mpptl^y meetk^, and sail the next day ; and that 
^e prpspect so continued with me, as to lead me to 
believe it was safest to give up going by the packet; 
though there then appeared but very little probability 
of our .getting conveyed to the island, on the day I. 
&id in view. My dear brother, when he heard this 
acknowledgment^ felt fully resigned to stay with 
me* TVe then informed our friends J. A. and J* B* 
$ow we were situated desiring them to pursue their 
own prospect, if they continued to feel niost easy 
to go that even^ig ; but they likewise concluded to 
st^y the monthly nieeting next day. It proved a 
season of divine favovu*; and three fiiends that day 
were .separated to accompany us, who proved truly 
syifipathizing helpers many ways, viz. Henry Bragg;, 
John Fletcher, and Ann Fletcher^ the latter as a 
lemale companion to me, whose aiTectidnate^ atten* 
iSon I have cause to remember with gratitude.- In 
die afternoon 4i that day, Henry Bragg and somci 
dther friends, made much inquiry for a vessel to 
take lis oVer, but cbuid not succeed ; and late in 
£tit evening it seemed needftd to give up die ex*- 
lactation of going the hext day. This was another 
close trisd of my fidth, having so fully believed that 
we should nieet With something suitable for the next 
moiiiing. Very soon after it appeared given iip 
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by my companions as a hopeless ca§6, Betiry' Bmgg^ 
came in again and infornrted us he had just met tridi 
an oflfer of a vessel to take us either that evening or 
the next morning. We soon concluded to tsdbe the 
momhig's tide ; and I went to bed with a heart €Uedf 
with thankfukiess and pcac6* 

!Fourth day morning, the 23d, we sailed frook 
Whitehaven with a fair wind,, and Veiy line wea- 

ther> which continued uiitil we got about two^thirSn' 

J- 

of the way over ; then it became ahnost a calin ; 

and when a little wind did spring up, it was nearly' 

» 

a-head of us, which made it slow getting on«^ 
However we were favoured U) lan^.^afe at Bam-^ 
say, thirty-four miles, that night ; and had cause to 
^^1 our hearts humbled in thankfulness to Him whom 
wind and waves obey. 






/We had a meeting at Ramsay the next mornings 
and aonther in the evening; in both which we expc^ 
rienced Holy fiblp to be near* A| this place we 
met with great kindness from a family who accom*. 
modated Ann Fletcher and myself with a bed; ai|d 
manifested other acts of benevolence to our. little 
company, which bound theni to our affectipnate and 
religious feelings. With them- we had a iidiid 9ea«i 
son of retirement before we s^^ oif. on sixth^ day. 
morning, in which they were recommended to seek 
more and more after an inward acquaintance with 
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-At Fa^r ^f^kriUy who is the sure reward pt aU> 
Ut £iothfttl |>eopI<{^ aad woril^ to be served both 
hf Ae ^ged and the youth. iDtereession was also^ 
made onto Him, that, as they had handed much^ 
more to us than a cup of cold water, in the nam^ 
of DiscipleSf they might receive their vewar4 ; mad 
t|iat he would, be pleased to gjrsaat us, bis pilgrims^ 
die l>leasing of preservation under all our move- 
meptsy in passing alo^g through this little island^ a 
very small part of his foot^stooL 

On sixth day evening, we had a meeting at a 
place called Kixk Andrews. On seventh day even- 
ing,* one at SLirdi MidiaeL On first day mormngr 
the 96th| w^ had a meeting at Balfff$ and in the 
evetAx^ ^ne ^ B^eltown^ where we met with dvveva. 
solid people among th^ society of Mediodis^s ; with 
whom we were permitted to ezperience« in a very 
precious manner, the overshadowing wing of divine 
rogAndl^ under, the induence i^licneof» ability was 
granted, to espouse the trmhs of the- gospel, given 
tfM us 2s. SL'fiGfk^ in- a peculiar manner, tn bear unta; 
t^ worid* And, under a humbling sense of hia 
goodness,, and of our unwortkinesa of his multiplied 
fiaroi^rs^ the n4l|ute of thanksgiving and praise was 
cKfeied u^ his gl<»rious name, who is for ever 
worthy of all thfit can be ascribed unto him. After 
Bsceting we sivi a wMle with one femily of die afore^ 
miii people; where we were agiun peionitted to know^^ 

12 
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our Hohr Hd|>er is confined neither ttftime nor plaee^ 
but U condescendbg to deal outhb bread to the 
hungry, when and where a due prqmrataDQ b aaude 
to receive his bounty. 

On second day morning, I arose under an awftti 
apprehension that it would be rig^t for, at least, a 
part of our company to go again into the family we 
had visited the preceding evening, and into'sotne 
odiers among that people, before we left the platio* 
After breakfast I mentioned this to my companionK 
a^Jioctively ; and I had the satisfiictioa of finding 
my beloved brother had . received somewhat of a 
similar imjHnession* . After solid delibenmoo^ part 
of our band concluded, to accompany us, while. 
Henry Bragg and John Flefcber went to a place a 
few miles distai^ in ord^r to provide n meetwg for 
the evening* 

• •• 

We went first to the &mily we had beat wi<h die 
evening before, where we again met a very conUal 
reception. We had also the company of th^ir parents^* 
who resided at the next house ; and of a solid young^ 
many their preacher. With them altogether^ we Wdn^ 
favoured to have a truly solemn and profitable.oppor:*. 
tunity ; at the close of which, q>prebendittgwe wei^* 
with some of the heads of their tribe, my brotbor 
ielt it safest to remarl^ to them a custom we had.ob-. 
served in many places^ and . particulaily on , diii» 



>lslwidy which waa.of those m their aoViety,' when 
they attended Our meetings, kneeling down oq their 
eataraiice into the txx>m« He pointed out the difierf 
ence we felt towards diflperent individuals under this 
ceremony ; some we had' cause to believe felt an 
awful sense of dief ^object, of our meeting together; 
but with respect, to some others, their manner was so 
irrevenent, as i^ cause us to feel deep lamentation on 
theiir accoiuit ; and^ in some meetings, we had believ- 
ed it right ^^ the dose of them^ to g^ve a caution 
agsinst complying with such an outward form, while 
the attention of the mind was far from the great ob« 
ject of adorati<Hi and worship* Under a feeling of 
near regard^ we parted with tbem ally except the 
young man, who kindly conducted us to the other 
finailies which we vbited:. wherein also we :e3q>eri^ 
enced the gadiering arm of Israel's Shepherd* The 
more we saw of this young man, the more we felt 
boundi tp him in gospel love^ in a sense whereof we 
hade him iarewelU 

' That evening we had a meeting at Malinaclig* 
On Aird day evening one at Darby, with some solid 
pedpk, but among them we apprehended there was'a 
great diversity of states. It proved, however, a 
season wherein divine mercy appeared to be near to 
do the people good. Even some such as had beM 
too -much iu danger ot resting satisfied with foimel? 
e^eriehce of the great -Master's gracious visitation 
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to thieif souls, widiout eodearourhig^ tomakitain ibi 
Vftteh agmuit di simainoii comparable with dat ol 
those who thought liiemselvetf ridi and incteaied in 

goods* ♦ ' ^ 

As there was not a place ef public enteitalnmenf 
m this fiflage, we were here for several hours talteff 
in by a man apd Ms wtte, John and Eleanor EBiskxi, 
who appeared to be of trulj^ religious minds. WitH 
this family^ after a meeting held in the place, we 
parted, under evident marks of affectionate esteem i 
and had a beautiful moonlight ride, several of us m 
an open cart t but tranquility covering our minds^ 
though it Was past iftidni^t before we arrived at ovof 
proposed lodging place, Ave enjoyed our situation*. 
On fourth^ day, we had a meeting at C«At&tbwn>ia 
ihe morning, and one In the evening at Ballamodda t 
fifth day at B^llanbrrasa; sixth day at Bsdlasalla^ 
and, on seventh <iay evening, the 1st of ninth montb, 
we had our last meeting on this islaad, expecting tiQi 
•ail that night for Whitehaven* ^ 

Thia meeting was held . m a latge assetably-tooit 
at Douglas, aild for some lime tfier we met, k wai{ 
^e most unsettled . opportunity wo had known sine^ 
our landing on the isle* Indeed, it was so mu^h ao^ * 
Id to plunge my mind into deep di&couragemen^ con* 
f idering that We could not |iaye another meeting 
with the inbabitfM^itir of tl^i^ jjUce, a^ithput nu^ias^ 
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dttr- conveyance by the packet. I thinl \t was a 
ifeaeoii of as close exeretse as I ever remember to 
have experiencaed* John Bateinan and my dear brd'-' 
ther, had' each a little matter to offer to the people, I 
dioVight very pertinent to '' the Bituation of Sivera 
alhongst them^v^se si^tesl, as to iteligious sensibility, 
I believe, were tery differait; ^ome ofthem^ppear* 
iftg awfully an^ire of the mteiitioh of our gathering 
tdgetber. HoWevef, so little place did. the foregoing 
testimonies appear to have with those of another 
description, that soon after my brother had taken his 
seat again, I was reajy to apprehend it might l)e 
beat to close the meedng, but.my companions did not 
feel at liberty to do so* After endeavouring, to bear 
nay burden the appointed time^ I at length believed 
it wot4d be- sa&^.for me to at(kaat get upoamy fee^ 
irhSch I did ih much fiear jUKL^teemfaliag ; but w^ 
an eaniestd^ire, to be rightfydi»ptedby:IIiflS| who 
only knows the food convenicnt^ibr i^s |ieople*; ' ' F^ 
bably the novelty of a female's appearance in such a 
mander, might have pla^ with some of .the9^ so 
that in a short time thi^y became much qul<t9r»: aiu^ 
more attentive; atadi waa enabled to.ihinistei: ta 
many differeiit conditions present^ to the- relief of xxigi 
own mind« After this, some farther communicatipAa 
were offered by my fellQw-Iabourers; .and the meet* 
ing ended in spkmt)^ supplication toj pur univer^ 
]^arent, for a blessing pn. the present opportunity: 
and, u) humble acknpwli^d^meiita for. his g^cip«# 



agftiittince voto wh Aierdfully. Yoochsafed «t dnift 
^Cy at^ also oo mynir ftinular occasions id oar passing 
along, among the litde banrifiil of hk pec^ aitnated 
•D that small spot of ground. We took^m affDctionK 
ate Icaive of many after moeringi and on ovr wajr to 
the inOi called aft a house where we had fbut aftm^ 
noon takeii tea^ with a very valuable young womao 
and her aged father ; with whom we now fasd a 
solid and truly measorabk aeasoa of vd^^ua ittico* 
ment.^ 

When we r«K:hed ii» lia^ we were immediate!^ 
aold» die captain had been there to infium us he was 
ready to ai^ We were theaefore obliged to leave 
the boose widiout sitting down, or partaking of any 
refreshment fisr die body ; butoarmiada being richly 
replenished wiih a poiiiatt of peace, and fedingii fiiH 
dearanoe of that part of our aslssioB, it was of but 
yery little conseqaenes^tQ ua* 



Wewtnton board abouit tenoVloekf and after a 
good tail, wiA a ftur wind. Were favoured to land in 
safe^ at Whitehavmi, at nine * o^clotk on first day 
adorning. After breakfajsti my brother and myself 
went to our friend H. Bragg's, at Partoa, to jget a 
few hours rest* • In the afternoon we assembled tk^ 
our friends at Whitehaven* That day^ before we 
parted with our frieqd John Abbott, he iafonned us 
af a prospect he had, of a meeting^ With the inhabi* 
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tetB ^ % viSiige bttireai Whkeha^^en Md Codk«r<^ 
moittbf queiyiog if ive hadliad aAf ^iew «b^ii^utk< the 
tune place* Aa it had «tmic^ my atttsntion^ sd 
aandi as to lead nie to apprehaid ^re shoidd n«^t b^ 
ISksAf entarelj^to leave lliose p^ts without a simito 
eBgagetnentf it seemed^ we thought, vtty deairable to 
xnite with him and John Bateman % though I felt so 
iatigoed) aad in want (rf resty alter our close travel^ 
ling and exercile on the ialandy as mher Teluctmitl]^ 
to submit to jeiohig than . in th^ appoinfinent of % 
meeti&g theret, BtteiogtODt on seeondiday evening; 
wfakh a{ip«ai^ the aio$t suitable time for tliem* It 
proved to me a particularly exerci^ng.meeting^ where:^ 
in I thought. I_ had^ to bbomr in the gospel, in as 
much weakness and mOrtificaSdn.^xy the ^reatuvely 
part, as at any time sinee my leaving home. In^ 
4€^ I was almost ready to call in question the recti* 
code of: our being there ; but^ after we l^.the plac^ 
and ret^HTOed lo Parton, I was permitted to fed a 
4iefiise of the calming influence of divine love^ as a 
canopy tQ cover nay mind, so as to r^ilse reverent 
thant^fiilness to Him* who is pleas<ed to accept the 
feeble^ if but faithful end«ivourj» of his humbly dediv 
cated fMdr^ei)^ .. . 

On 3d day we all attended the week-day meeting 
fgt Copkcrmpiitii, wh^v we met our theee kind feU 
low-helpecif whp had accompanied us across the 
«rater« In the afternoon we had a precious parting 
^pportuniQT ^togethei; I in vhich we Jiacf to ackqow- 
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l#4g€ that lbe.4u»t«iiiikig arm of dirine «Ufl5icietoey fatd 
j^en ifi]thj|8;i9!^i|r gMC.icHltlH add mercifully aupt 
pprted thcoughwt J Qweiei^ junitiifg our Uide lamA h 
gospel felloaTftbifN : We had abo < to sicknowledgt 
that many circmnstancei i:e9pe€tiiig ogr union, had 
l^en martrjcUoua . in oui*'^f}s, and clwned the tthf 
bute of gratitude and pmisQ vtolo our Holy Directoc^ 
:arho remains . to be: umo hia people, ^ Wonderfid, 
Counsellor, 'tbe^JMighty God;"* and. who was con-^ 
deacendiftg, 'at that time, to bestptr a portion of ens^ 
richingv peace ; though wc could truly# widi abased^ 
ness. of spirit, adopt the language, ^ We are unprofi# 
table 8ervants«"t 

On four^ dffV, John Abbott oad 3cltm Batemaa 

m 

went to Kendal ; and my desa* brother and n^self to 
a meeting at Setmorthy. In the afternoon, in our 
;way to Broughton, we visited a very afflieted friend, 
I think the most pitiable object I ever beheld ; but we 
were comforted in believing hia sufferings would ter-^ 
minate with his existence here; and we also were -ready; 
to believe that it would not be ^very long ere the gnhi 
cSous call would be in mercy extended to his soul, to! 
leave the shackles of mortality, for an abode in dura*| 
ble happiness. 

From fifth to seventh day, we attended meeting 
Jbougfatoa, Pardshaw, and Grey-Souths* On 

. \Jf 4ua ix. 6. . t LVXE xvil JO. 
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day, Ac 9th, we were at Maiyport. In the moftitng 
meeting there, I very soon felt my mind under ex- 
ercise, and divers states present were brought before 
me what I apprehended clear openings for communi- 
cation; bvit I had not been sensible of the full time 
being come for it, when another stepping in, closed 
up the way, and we had no public labour there. 

In the afternoon meeting we were permitted to 
experience a good degree of relief, although I do not 
suppose we were endowed with as much strength, 
to warn some, and encourage and sympathize with 
others, as we might have been, had we met with no 
impediment in the foregoing meeting. However we 
had renewed cause, through all, to thank our gracious 
Helper^ and to confide in his alUsufficient Power. 

On second day morning, after a season of divine 
fiivour, in the friend's family where we lodged, we 
left Maryport. In the remaining part of this week we 
visited the meetings at Allanby, HoIm,Wigton, Boltont 
Kirkbride, Coldbeck, and Mosedale. On first day, 
the 16th, we were at Carlisle, in the morning; and 
had a meeting in the evening at Scotby. On second 
day, we travelled over some very mountainous roa4 
to Aldston ; where we had a meeting the next.day* 
Fourth day, we were at monthly meeting at AIIoiit 
dale ; and, in the afternoon attended a select meet- 
ing there^ held in a friend's hpuse^ to accommodate 

M 
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ma mdent womaii who was not able to get to tlie 
meeting-house* On fifth day, we had a meeong H 
Derwent, and returned to AUondale. Sixth Axf 
evening we had a meeting at Comwood* 

In the course of the last two weeks, many have 
been our exercises* In some of the mee^gs that 
we have attended, within that time, we have been 
favoured to feel, concerning a few individuals, that 
the pure cause which we are engaged to espouse, is 
lovely in their view* But, alas ! by divers others 
it hath appeared to be professed only by tradilioQ. 
They hardly seemed sensible of the lamentation we 
were constrained, at times, to utter in their hear- 
ing; and in one meeting in particular, we had 
cause to fear from the impressions we felt, that the 
enemy of all good, had so far prevailed with his 
temptations, that some were not clear of afl un- 
seemly and immoral conduct. May the God of 
all grace, still be pleased so to plead with these 
his poor bewildered children, as, by his powerful 
knd delivering arm, to preserve them eventually 
from the jaws of the devourer ; through a timely 
obedience to his gracious precepts and invitation: 
*' Wash you, 'make you dean : put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes ; cease to 4l> 
fevil ; learn to do well. Come now, and let us rear 
son together^ saith the Lord ; though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; though they 
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fcc red fike crimson, they diall be as wool,*'* Eve» 
tmto such as these, his subsequent promise ss^ ^^tt 
ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat Ae good of 
Aeland.''t 

On first day, the 23d, we were at Sykeside meet- 
ing in the morning ; and in the evening attended 
one at Solport; after which we returned to Syke- 
side. On third day we had a meeting at Moor* 
hous^ ; which concluded our visit to all the particu- 
lar meetings in the quarterly meeting of Cumber- 
"* land ^nd If orthumberiand. This week ihe quarterly 
meeting was held at Cockermouth ; and after many 
days of considerable thoughtfulness on the subjecti 
it seeiQed best ^r us to attend that meeting before 
we proceeded for Scotland, which we accbrd^ingly 
did on the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth of ninth 
iQonth. 

On seventh day morping, after a solid opportunity 
in J. and D, Bitton's family, where we had been 
divers times entertained with much kindness and 
affectionatciattentiony we left Cockermouth, for Par- 
ton, and there, in the agreeable society of our dear 
friends H. and M. Bragg, and their children, we 
spent a quiet afternoon. On first day morning, we 
attended Whitehaven meeting, which proved a sea* 
8on of relief and consolation to our minds, not hav- 

* IsJLUa 1 16.-«18. flsAiAB i. 19. 
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iog felt fully clear of friends there imtU now. is 
Ac evening we had a very large meeting, with the 
inhabitants of Workington, and went after it, though 
late, to Grey-Southen, to our kind friend John 

Fletcher's. 

Tenth month, Isty second day. This evening we 
had a meeting with the inhabitants of Brigham, at 
the close of which we parted with several friends 
who met us there, to whom we had been nearly unit* 
ed in gospel fellowship; expecting the next morning, 
to leave tiiose parts and go directly for Scotland. 

On third day we were accompanied one stage on 
our way, by our dear friend John Fletcher. On die 
road we were overtaken by H* Bragg, who intended 
to accompany us to Edinburgh. We got that night 
to Carlisle ; and on fourth day morning, after a little 
season of retirement, we parted with our kind friend 
David Carrick and his family. 

A few miles from Carlisle, H. Bragg proposed our 
calling to speak to a friend's family by the road's side, 
with which we complied ; and were well satisfied in 
doing so. 

This afternoon we entered into Scotland ; and o|i 
fifth day we reached Hawick, where there are two fa- 
milies of firiendsj who sit down together in oae of their 



houses. That e^^eniog wc had % public meetflig 
there ; and the next morning, sat with the two fami<- 
lies in that place separately, in which- we. felt satin* 
&cdon ; and, under a feeling of gospel love, we part> 
ed with them, exc^t one friend, who w^nt wiAi 
us to Edinburgh, where we arrived before dinner^ 
on seventh day* 

On first day, the Tth^ we attended the meetings 
there* In the morning sitting I was dipped into close 
exercise, without any opening for communicadon, 
and the watch word which deeply impressed my, 
mind, appeared to be like the injunction given by our 
Great Master, to his immediate followers, when they 
were about to enter upon his mission to the lost sheep 
Qf the house of Israel : ^^ Be ye therefore wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves."* This was accom- 
panied with an awful impression, that to do our 
proper business, we must submit to visit from house 
to house, amongst our friends in ti:\at place. Before 
the afternoon meeting, I felt a necessity to imfold to 
my beloved brother, how I was circumstanced, who^ 
I found, had been in somewhat a similar situation, but 
did not appear to be come at full clearness in his 
mind respecting it. This I much desired he might 
be favoured to do, before any such prospect was 
opened to our friends ; thouj^ I apprehended it 

«Mat,x 16. 
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might be right for us to commence our visit tfatt 
evening, and thought I saw with what familjr we 
should begin ; yet I could not feel satisfied to divulge 
it fbrther* until his way was perfecdy clear. How- 
^ver^ after I had informed him what I did, I expe- 
rienced a degree of relief from the weight of exercise 
which had rested with me, previously to my speak- 
ing to him on the subject* But it was otherwise 
with him, for he found the matter increase, and fix 
so much, that at the close of the afternoon meedng, 
in a very desirable manner, he informed friends of 
our prospect. 

• 

From some of them we received expressions of 
sympathy, and encouragement to pursue what we 
had in view ; and it was by them proposed, as we 
should need some assistant to conduct us from one 
family to another, that our friend Henry Bragg, 
who had kindly accompanied us many miles, should, 
if he felt freedom so to do, aid us a litde longer, by 
continuing with us through the impending engage- 
ment. To this he readily assented, and that even- 
ing we sat with two famines. Second, third, and 
fourth d&ys were lempU^ed in this way* On fifth 
day^ we attended a montUy meeting at Edinburgh ; 
and in the evening had one sitting* At the close of 
that day^ we felt, at least, a present release from this 
place ; and had cause to teatify that the Lord God 
Omnipotent, is worthy to be sought unto, and trusted 
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in^ by his childbett and p&ople. And, oh ! may we 
prove humble and grauful receivers. 

* '. ■ ■ ' •' 

On sixth day and seventh days, we travelled to 
Dundee, accompanied by Alexander Cruickshanb 
our kind landlord at Edinburgh ; we had also the 
Company of our fiiend Henry Bragg, who did not yet 
appear prepared to bid farewell to us. On first day, the 
14th, we attended two meetings at Dundee, and had 
tt^ro sittings in friend's femilies. On fourth day we got 
to Balhalgardy, to our fiiend .John Cruikshank's, 
under whose quiet roof I felt it a peculiar privilege 
to shelter that evening, being very unwell with a close 
cold, and much depressed in mind in the prospect 
of remsuning engagements in this land. 

On fifth day we rode five miles to Eanmuck, in 
order to attend a monthly meeting there that day ; 
but I was too ill to go to meeting, or to keep out of 
bed much of the time friends were sitting 5 yet, obtain- 
ing a little relief in the afternoon, we went five miles 
further to Old Meldrum. On sixth day we had a 
meeting Aere ; and after a religious opportunity with a 
friend before dinner, and axl opportunity after it with 
the family where we Iddged, we essayed to leave that 
place ; but I could not, with satisfactory clearness, see 
bur departure thence, without visiting the rest of the 
litde handful of professors under our name, belonging 
to that meeting ; widi which my brother united. We 
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got diroagh them that evening and the next day; and 
afterwards retuied to BaBialgardy* On fint d^, ^ 
21 St, we were at the meeting at Kinmuck, which I think 
was m some good dqpree owned by the great Siephoxl 
of Israel, and ended to satisfaction. 

As I continued to feel very unwell, after meeting 
we went back to Balhalgardy, and rested there the 
remaining part of that day. Indeed I was ready to 
suppose I must tarry there many days before I 
should be well enough to move forward with what 
still remained to do thereabouts* But I recovered 
so far as to get to a public meeting appointed for us 
at Old Meldrum, on second day evening; and, 
though it was very wet, without taking any fresh 
eold. On tiiird day we had several sittings with the 
families within the compass of Kinmuck meeting; and 
the remaining part of them, we sat with before their 
meeting on fourth day, which we attended. In the even- 
ing we had a public meeting atlnverury. The latterprov- 
ed a seas6n of some encouragement to my mind, feeling 
Holy Help to be near, which remains to be a rock of de- 
fence to the truly dependant in all tiieir exercises* 

After this meeting we went to Balhalgardy. Tlie 
next day we parted with our kind and much esteem- 
ed friends of that family, with whom we had a solid 
season of retirement when about to separate^ which 
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t6 US felt a comfortable clos to our Ittde serviced 
thereaway. On sixth day we had a meeting with 
-friends at Aberdeen, where some of the few profess- 
ing with usy appeared very much stirao^gers to the 
pure truth. It was an exercising meeting ; but 
some ability^was afforded to labour ; and in it we 
had peace. We felt much sympathy with one 
individual, in whose family we had a religious 
opportunity, before we left the place, in the after- 
noon. That evening we visited, at Stonehs^ven^ the 
only remaining member of Ury meetingr— a very 
ancient woman ; but it was comforting to our mindS) 
to Bxxd, in her very lonely situation, she was favour- 
ed, in her old age, to. retain a lively sense of the pure 
principle in which she had for many years professed 
to believe. This was now her comfort and support; 
and we had a comfortable hope would be mercifully 
vouchsafed to the end of her pilgrimage here ; and 
that at the close thereof she would obtain an admit- 
tance into the kingdom, where sorrow and sighing 
are no more. 

On first day, the 28th, we had a meeting with the 
inhabitants of Montrose, which to me was a very try- 
ing one, beUeving but a small number, in a large 
gathering of pec^le, were heartily engaged for their 
own eternal interest. 

On third day, the 30th, we had an open and satis- 
factory meeting with some of the inhabitants of Dun- 
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there ; wherein some abili^ was aflbrded to sympa- 
thize with the rightly exercised in that place ; and 
to hand a word of encouragement unto such, to hold 
on in Ae line of manifested duty, far the promotioa 
of the blessed cause in themselves and odicrs* A 
caution was extended to some amongst them, to 
guard against a dttposition which might lead to pro* 
crastination, in the very momentous concern of pre* 
paring for a fiiturc existence : and some other states 
present were, I trust| ministered unto in the love of 
the goqwL 

On second day we had a meeting at Benfiddside* 
Thud day, after some religious opportunities at 
Newcastle, whereto we returned the precedmg^ 
evening, we went to Shields* On fourth day, we 
attended the week-day meeting ; and before we left 
the place in the afternoon, had a solemn season of re- 
tirement in Henry Taylor's family, whose daugKter 
I had felt deeply for, she being in*a very delicate 
situation ; and, I was apprehensive, not likely to be 
again restored to stronger health. My brother 
was led to address both her and her father in an 
affectionate, and, I thought, a very suitable manner, 
after which I felt my mind strengthened to supplicate 
at the footstool of Divine mercy, that whether it 
might be consistent with the will of Him, who does 
all things right, to lengthen the thread of life to more 
advanced age^ or cut it short in the bloom of youthf 



herwi^ might be dear to the glbrioiift abode of 
lanctifi^d spiriti^. 

The five following days we had meetings at Sun* 
deiiand^ Durham^ Auckland, Scaindrop, and CoAer<* 
stone. On third day* the 27th, we attended a month- 
ly meeting at Staindrop ; and on fifth day, the 29th, 
were at the week-day meeting at Darlington^ which 
we sat thfonghout in sufferinjB^ isilence, except a short 
sent^ce, delivered bymybro^r, at the close of 
the meeting. After some deep wading, and heart- 
felt ^xercise^ we both apprehended the way to ob* 
tsin a little relief, pointed towards visiting the most 
active members in their separate families. This 
engagement occupied sixth and seventh days. On 
first day ^ dtt 2d of twelfth month, we scttended die 
meeting there^ which. with three private reli^ona 
o^poirtonities that day, opened the way for our 
liberation* from thence on second day; and that 
evening we went to Stockton. The next and two 
fiiUvwing days we were at meetings at Norton, Stock- 
ton, and Tarm* 

* « 

In the course of this journey I have experienced 
many very trjang, and in some sort new exercises ; 
and I think those which I have passed through, in 
these parts, have sometimes been as deeply distress- 
ing as any I have ever yet kuown : but so it must be, 

N 



149 801I2 ACCO^HT »Y 

where the pure seed is in eaptm^ ki the heartt of the 
people; and a favour it is to be found. worthjF to^ 
suffer with a crucified Lord. However some rightly 
exercised tnurellers, I believe, are preserved (^aoiigst 
theiDy for whom I feel pear syoipathyi much de-< 
siring they may hold fasfe their ccmfid^m^. m tUm^ 
whose arm of aU siiQcient ppwer, is snail aUe to siip^ 
port his humbly depending lit^o ones, uod^r all trir 
bulationa which they are permitted to pass t)irQHgb.- 
for his pure cause sake* Such indeed maf be cc«i<*' 
forted m the gracious promise, that ^^ thou^ a? 
woman nu^y forget her sucking child, yet the liord< 
will not forget''* those^ who are rig^htlj^ cpflCemedL 
for ZioQ's prosperity* 

On first day, the 9th, we we]?e at ^Whithy ; and on. 
fourth day, the 12th, after a nokeetiDg at Malton* w»i 
went to York* Here we staid two days, with our 
relations and friends* On seventh day^ the 15tb» 
accompanied by Henry Tuke^ we went to Dona»teF* 
We staid first.day thene^ and attended die meetn^, 
which to me were passed in silent exeiacise* The^ 
next morning we parted with Henry Tuke, he return* 
ing home, and we going towards l4ncoln« Thete, 
on fourth day, the 19th, we attended ^ quarteriy.. 
meeting, with a small number of friends, to some . 
solid satisfaction* On fifth day, we called and spent 

r 
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two or three hours with our kind and valuable friend 
4Alice Burtt, at Welboum ; and before we parted, 
we had renewed cause to acknowledge that the pre- 
sence of the Most High, is not confined to time or 
j>Iace; feeling, with her and her family, such a 
-degree thereof, as, I trust, will enable the visiters 
and visited to retain a lively remembrance one of 
another. 

On seventh day evening, the 3&d, we got to 
^Wellingborough. On first day we attended the 
jtieeting there* In the aftemoepi we went to North- 
ampton* That, ev^nitig we attended the quarterly 
meeting of ministers and elders there ; and the 
next day the quarterly meeting for worship and 
dic^line. This to me was a low time ; yet it 
did not appear right to withhold communicating 
a little of my small stock of spiritual bread to 
others, though not to much relief. But, in the 
afternoon, just before we left the place, in a religious 
opportunity, in the family where we lodged, several 
other friends being also present, I obtained an increase 
of that substantial food; which enabled me to leave 
them in thankfulness and peace. 

We returned to Wellingborough with our much- 
esltfeniml fries^ B. and T. Afiddleton. On third 
49^4 we att^ided a week-day meeting at Finedon, 
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and after it, and a season of retirement in a family 
there, we went to Thrapston. On fourth day, we 
reached Chatteris, where we spent a veiy pleasant 
evening, with our late ancient companion on the 
Isle of Man, John Bateman ; who, we thought^ 
appeared to be reaping a reward for hb eveninff s 
sacrifice* 

On seventh day ewning, the 29th, we wen 
favoured to get well home; and had the sada- 
faction of meedng our relations and friends in 
usual healthy and from them a very cordial wel- 
come to Needham agsun; wht«h, with the merci- 
ful preservations dispensed to us in our long travel, 
calls for humble thankfulness to the Author of aB 
our blessings* 

On third day, the 1st of first month, XS05, 
we attended our monthly meeting at Woodbridge, 
and returned our certificates; which as far as 
related to myself, was under the humiliating sense 
of unfitness, and incapacity for the great work 
in which I had believed myself required to engage, 
for the promotion of the most dignified cause 
which can be espoused on earth. Tet in retiring 
from the field of labour, and setding down at 
home, my mind, at times, has been favoured to 
partake of a degree of peaceful tranquillity* Thife 
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is not at our own command ; and therefore, when 
it is graciously vouchsafed should be accepted with 
gratitude and praise, as from the treasury of Him, 
who is a rich rewarder of them that diligently 
seek and serve him, with integrity and uprightness 
of heart. 
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CHAFTEB X. 

M Momb, 180S, 10 the Ml ]Mtatli,480&. 

£. Gib80rC9 burialj and thai of another buMviduaL'^ 
Her sister Ann returns her certificates^-'^^uarteriff 
meeting'* — Accompanies W. Foster^ jun^t^^^uarteriy 
meetingn'^Earith. 

Within a week after my brother and I had return- 
ed from our journey into Scotland, we left home 
agsuuf accompanied by our dear brother Dykes, to 
attend the interment of our much beloved friend 
Elizabeth Gibson, of Safiron Walden, who was re- 
moved after about a weeks illness* She was far ad- 
vanced in life^ being in the seventy-sixth year of her 
age. Her facultiesf both spiritual and natural, re- 
maining very bright to tl|e last, she will be much 
missed in the militant church ; yet^ as there is no 
doubt of her happy admittance into the church tri- 
umphant, we have no cause^ on her account, to 
mourn ; believing she was ripe for a glorious transi- 
tion from the troubles of time to the joys of eternity. 
She was permitted to put off mortality in a remark- 
ably easy manner, without the least apparent suflS^r- 
ing at die final close. 
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Ma^ friends fkim d^rent psHts ai^iid^d, nd 
Ae me€Stii)ig, in Ae e^rly p^ft of it» was solfma* 
Uad^ ihis pre^ic^us ieeUitg^ dear Maiy Bkyol^ <if 
Hertford* ddivc^ired a very Bvely and hbait >tend!et^ 
u^ tesdmoiqrj but fo^ want df ^ keeping Jteir picH 
per ranks, I beUeve we losli, in ^ome iMasm-e^^^, 
£wiroiir de^igQied £>r us^by the gveat Iload ;of tlitf 
Ckwpeh'^ yet the meetix^ was pienmitbeU to end uti- 
der a ciovering of good. And alb the grave ^td&i :9» 
awful silence prevailed, and^ two dhort testimoniei 
were there delivered,: befoife we quitted Ae resasuns 
of the dear deceased. 

In the' twelfth month this year, my brother Sa* 
muel and myself attended the interment of -•—--—, 
and had cause to believe* that after all the vicissi* 
tudes he .had been permitted to expe^ence, durix^ 
his long pilgrimage here* both in spiritual and tem^ 
poral concerns, he was mercifully favoured to know 
his transgressions to go before-hand to judgment, and 
to obtain a seat within the glorious confines of eter« 
nal felicity. We had a solid meeting on the occa- 
sion, and I believe divers minds present, were led 
seriously to consider their latter end. And some of 
us were enabled to feel a tribute of thankfulness 
raise in our hearts unto Him, whose ^ mercy en*- 
dureth for ever."* 

♦ PSAIK 136. 
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At our monthly and quarterly meetings in this 
months my beloved sbter Ann Alexander^ deliveivd 
up the certificates she had received frooi these mieet- 
ingS| in order to visit America^ and produced seve* 
ral testimonies from thence of her acceptable ser- 
vices in that land. She abo spread before us a 
hulnble, lively^ and animating account of her exer-* 
cisesy merciful preservations and divine support; 
acknowledging to the sufficiency and goodness of 
that power, who had enabled her to leave all and 
follow him/ and who had brought her home in 
peace. 

Sixth month, 1806. For a. considerable time 
past, my mind has mostly been permitted to know 
a season of deep depressidn, and great deprivation 
of religious comfort. In this state I went to our 
quarterly meeting held At Ipswich, this week j 
where I was favoured, in some of the siubgs ther^- 
o^ to experience a revival of gracious communion 
with the Father of spirits, which, in my drooping 
condition, was a renewed mark of his merciful con- 
descension, that calls for humble gratitude. In 
our women's meeting, 1 felt stretlgthened to advo- 
cate the noble cause we were met to promote ; and, 
towards the close of it, my heart and knees were 
bowed in awful thankfuhiess, to the great Master 
of aU rightly gadiercd assemblies. I apprehend we 
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were favoured with rather an uniisual covering of 
good ; under this we closed, and I trust many of us 
were, enabled to separate one from another with a 
tribute of prsuse to the boimtiful Dispenser of his 
own precious gifts. In a more than common mAn-' 
ner, has the consolation of that day, been permitted 
to continue uninterruptedly with me. Oh ! that I 
may prove a grateful receiver of this most desirable 
visitant ; and stand imreservedly resigned to all the 
future dispensations of his unerring wisdom and 
goodnesS) saith my soul, Amen* 

-■ ■■ • / 

In the forepart of the seventh month, I acconok 
panied Wm. Forster, jun. to several public meet- 
ings within the compass of our monthly meeting; 
and towards the close of it, I met him at.Tivet- 
shall, and was with him a few days while he was 
in that neighbourhood, engaged in the same weighty 
service. This I had reason to believe he was fa.- 
voured to feel very important ; in an especial manner 
for one so young in years, and so recendy called 
to a public espousal of the cause of righteousness 
and peace. Though the meetings he appointed 
were not all owned with the same degree of Di- 
vine influence; yet, I think, there was not one» 
eidier about us, or In Norfolk, that I could doubt 
the rectitude of his holding. Some of them were 
in a very prtcipus joamer sstuctioned by the pre- 
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•ence of the g^rious Shepherd of IsraeL Tea^ k 
aometimes rejoicod my heart to see and fed one in 
the days of youth, so dedicated to the most noUe 
cause, and so strengthened to espouse it. Humbly 
jdo I crave that the blessing of preservation may 
be his happy experience. May ability be granted 
to keep near to his holy Director, that thereby he 
may be favoured to detect our common enesmy, ia 
aH his i^peanmces; suid so the good worlc beg&m 
in hi^ hearty* ms^ be carried <hi to the pvaise of Bim, 
'* whose reward is .with hmp to give every man 
according as his work shall be."* The ^ Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and 
die last." The aH lA aQ to those who serve him 
with integrity. 

In the retrospect of the time we spent together, 
my mind has sometimes been permitted to possess 
such a portion of tranquility, as leads me to hope 
I was not moving out of my right allotment, in en- 
deavouring to hold, up the hands of this my junicv 
friend, under the exercise which I believe he was 
called to bear by the great Father of the spiritual 
family. 

Ninth month, d7th. At our quarterly meetitig 
last week> very different was my situation,, to that 



• Rev. xxiL i% 






wMch I experienced in the foi^going one. I- think 
I have not often, if ever, sat, throu^ the severed 
sittings of a quarterly meeting with so Ketle truly re* 
lipouB feeling. Bat I believe many others were 
permitted to obtain a morsel of spiritual food ; both 
immediately from BRm, who is to his people^ ** meat 
indeed,"* and through the nunistry <rf some rightly 
qualified servants. Many are the dispensations ex- 
pedient for some to pass through, in order to be- 
come altogether sanctified and meet for the. kingdom 
undefiled. Oh ! gracious Father, suffer not thy hand 
to ^are, until all in me is removed which is contrary 
to thy pure and blessed will ! 

After the quarterly meeting, though in a tried 
and stripped state of mind, I went with my bro- 
ther Samuel, in order to attend the marriage of 
LoveU Squire and Sarah Brown, at Earith. There, 
on the day of their union, I apprehended I re- 
ceived some small commission to espouse the good 
cause ; but in so much feebleness as to lead me to 
&ar the rectitude of my movements : however, at 
the close of the evening, I was mercifully favoured 
to believe I had done what was my duty to do, 
and no more, which afforded a ray of comfort to 
niy drooping mind. Since our return home, thqugh 
«tiU low and poor, I feel satisfied that I complied 

♦ John vi. 55. 
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with my brother's request to accompany htm*. Miich 
do I desire the dear young people* who are just ea* 
tering into life, and whom I much esteem, may be 
disposed to <^ seek first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness ;^* unto which state is sub-, 
joined the gracious promise, that, all other necea* 
sary blessings shall be added. 

• Mat. vi, 33, 
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CHAPTER XL 

Sd of 12th Month, 1806, to the 8th of 4th Month, 180^. 

KtfitctionB on a prospect of visiting London and JUiif' 
dksex quarterly meetings (s^c.^^Tottenham^'^Plais* 
towm^'Tottenham—SouXhgate* — Grace^Chursh'Strect 
monthly meeting. — Colchester* 

Twelfth Month, 3d, 1806. 

Yesterday I found ^ftrength to unfold to my friends^ 
at our monthly meeting) a religious prospect which 
has long been weighty before me, to visit the families 
oiF friends in three of the moqthly meetings, cottsti* , 
tuting a part of I^ondon and Middlesex quarterly 
meeting) viz. Grac^-Church-Street, Tottenham^ and 
Barking ; extending also to some other services, par- 
ticularly to visiting the families of friends at Col* 
Chester. 

Awful, indeed has been, and still continues to be, 
the view of this very important engpagement. The 
prohibition which I feel to take any thought about a 
help meet for the work, has, at times, added to the 
weight thereof; yet, at some other seasons, when I 
am enabled to attsun to that state of pure submission, 

O 
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wherein I csin say to him who is infinite in wisdom 
and goodness, ^^ Not my will, bat thine be done,"* 
I have sweedy felt ability to adopt as my own, an 
expression of Job Scott'a: ^Quietness, as a canopy 
covers my mind." "When this calming influence pre- 
vails, I feel an unshaken persuasion that all things 
needful will be provided* Oh ! that my mind may 
be preserved so steadily fixed on the imniovable 
Rock^ that whatever adverse gales may be permitted 
to blow, my trust and hope therein may prove " ^s 
an anchor of the soul^ both sure and stedfast"f X 
can hitherto acknowledge the goodness of Him^ who, 
I humbly trust, hath called for this surrender of my 
will to his all-wise disposal, in having granted me a 
litde portion of peace, since disclosing to my friends 
a willingness once more, in this way, to prove nay 
attachment to that cause, which I sometimes feel 
Nearer to me than my natural life* 

At present, it is my expectation to commence the 
visit with attending Tottenham monthly meeting, a( 
Walthan^ Abbey, on fifth day^ the eighth of {he first 
month, 180r. 

Tottenham, second day, 12tb of first month. 

V 

This evening I have parted with brother Samuel^ 
who, in his wonted kindness, accompanied me fronp 

: • Luke xaril 42. f Heb. vi. 13. 
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home last third day, and the next afternoon wt 
reached this place. On fifth day we attended the 
monthly meeting at Waltham Abbey, where I pro- 
duced my certificate^ and, I trust, obtained the sym- 
pathy of some of my brethren and sisters in this part 
of the vineyard. I had also the Satisfaction to find 
m^y friend W. Forster, jun« was bound to a part of 
the families hereabouts* We commenced our visit 
on sixth day morning, when my brother left me for 
two days, and we met again at Winchmorehill on 
first day* We all attended the meeting there, and 
in the evening had a large assembly of those not in 
profession with us. This morning we all were at 
The meeting of mSBsters and elders in Lcndcn, ftr/} 
came to Tottenham to dinner. With so weighty a 
prospect before me, it feels pinching to part with one, 
who, botK in natural and religious bonds, is so near 
to my heart, as my dear brother Samuel. But on 
that Arm of Power which hath hitherto supported, 
I desire to rely. Humbly craving his holy aid, 
quietly to endure every dispensation of his gracious 
IVovidence, both in heights and in depths. * 

Plaistow, third day, 20th of first month. 

Though I had not got through my engagements in 
Tottenham quarter, I felt bound to attend a mohthly 
meeting here to-day. After the reading of my cer- 
tificate in both meetings^ a committee was appointed 
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in each, to render the needful aasistance in the per* 
formiance of my engagements in Barking quarter ; 
Md, in a confeitiice irhich I have had with the joint 
committee, I ventured to open a little prospect I 
have fb^ some time seen, of having the company df 
my friends John ahd Tabitha Bevans;^ in the families 
hereabouts. I alky th^ informed my friends,'that I 
expected to visit this ihonthljr^ ineeting before I re- 
turned to Tdttenham'^ ind to commence the engage- 
ment to-morrow morning. My proposals were cor- 
dially received, and uiiltedw^th by the committte; 
J. and T. B« being of the number, and acquiesdiig 
with the part which more particularly appHed to th^m; 
All'this nroved reli'**''*^'* '*''*'" **"* -^-i^^o*^*. Knt ^teis! 

my mind, this evening, is so reduced and brought in* 
to deep excrdsc, that I scarcely am able to believe I 
ever was acquainted widi the voice of the Good^ 
Shepherd. I am ahnost ready to conclude that all 
I have felt concerning my present awfiil engagement, 
and every thing of a similar nature, have had their 
ori^ in the grand deceiver of mankind, who carea 
toot by what bait he prevails over the children of 
men to follow him, thereby alienating the soul from 
the bountiful source of all substantial good. Oh ! 
Thou who canst search the secret recesses of every 
heart, permit me to know thy blessed will, before I 
get so entangled with the power of darkness, as, in 
any wise, to bring reproach on thy precious cause^ 
which thou knowest is more dear to me than my 
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natural life ; for this I could willingly surrender- this 
night, rather than remain here to harm the pure te^* 
timony of truttu 

Tettenham, third day, 3d of second month* . 

Yesterday I closed my visit to Iforking monthly 
meeting, and returned here, accompanied by my very . 
kind friends, John and Tabitha Bevans» whose com- 
pany and help in the work, together with the great* 
kindness I experienced under their hospitable roof^ 
both from themselves and their three daughters, I 
hope long to retain in grateful remembrance; and 
as I believe my beloved friend$, parents and phildr/en, 
were much disposed to aid me, a poor pilgrim, in 
the name of a disciple, may they be permitted to re- 
ceive a reward for the work's sake« Though I feel 
indeed but an unprofitable servant ; yet, with a hum- 
ble heart, I can acknowledge that notwithstanding 
gome of the closest baptisms I «ver passed through, 
ipi^ere permitted me whilst with them, 1 also knew some 
seasons of heavenly &vour > J think some, wherei^ 
my mind* was as nearly united to |;he Heloved of 
souls, as at any time in my life» Yesterday morning, 
after a religious opportunity with the two handmaids ia 
jr. Bevan's family^ who are not in profession with us, 
inyXmind could rejoice in believing^ beyond a doub^ 
j^at the allotted portion of labour in that part wa^ 

09 
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finished* Then I thankfully felt it to be an eternal 
truth, that though many are the afflictions of those 
who sent forth on the Qrt^t Master's errands, yet as 
the heart b kept singly dependant on his arm of 
powerf he will most assuredly deliver put of theni 
all ; and grant a crown of life, as areward to all who 
are fidthfully engaged to hold out to the end, in do- 
ing his wilL Thus, after the various conflicting 
seasons hitherto permitted me to experience, I am 
enabled to thank thee. Oh Father ! for thy mercies 
pasty and humbly hope for thy gracious protection^ 
under every future dispensation of thy wilL 

Fourth day, 4th« To-day is the monthly meeting^ 
at Gtrace-Church-Street ; and for some days past I 
have been endeavouring to know whether it would 
be right for me to attend it ; but I have not been 
able to see any light upon going ; and feeling much 
faidisposed in my health, a day or two of rest under 
tjhis roof, my cousin William Forster's, is very salu- 
tary to my enfeebled frame. As I have not seen my 
way to go to London to-day, I have forwarded my 
certificate to J. 6. Bevan, to present it to the months 
ly meeting ; though I undoubtedly believe it will be 
right for me to finish my engagements hi this part 
before I leave this place again ; and as my friend 
Alice Ghorley, an elder of this meeting, has kindly- 
proposed accompanying me for a few days^ I hopetx> 
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be enabled to enter afresh into this field of labour a& 
ter the monthly meeting here to-m<MT0W« 

Thus far, in the accomplishment of the arduoud 
prospect with which I left home, I have had abun<- 
dant cause to acknowledge, tiiat aU things needful 
liave^ to my humbling admiration, been provided j 
and^ therefore, I dare not distrust the b^untifid hatid 
which hath already dispensed so liberally. How-* 
ever, awful indeed does the approaching engagement 
appear, of going amongst the largest body t)f friends 
I have ever visited, in this individual way, without 
the most distant expectation of a companion in the 
work; but t marvel to find the calm resignation, 
which my mind is mercifully favoured at times to 
experience, in looking towards this important part of 
my present mission. Yea^ I am ready to believe,, 
that nothing short of the sustaining Arm of everlast- 
ing mercy, could uphold me under what I now have 
in view. I therefore feel bound to adore Him, CQm« 
mitting myself once more to lus holy guidance. 

Fifth day tnorning, 5th of the 2d Month. 

J. GL Bevaa has just been here, and infonned me^ 
en returning my certificate, that their monthly meet* 
is adjourned till next fourth day, which gives me 
concern^ having^ no expectatioa of being liberated 
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from these parts, so soon as that time ; but, for the 
present, I wish to leave much thoughtfuhiess on this 
subject, endeavouring to do what appears right io 
my allotment in this part of the work. 

Evening. At the meeting-house to-day, I met a 
letter from my friend Mary Pryor, in which she ex» 
presses herself in these words ;— " Believing a ne- 
cessity laid on me, I venture to offer accompanying 
Aee on thy visit to the families of Grace-Church* 
Street meeting." Bo unexpected a proposal, and one 
so truly acceptable, raised ^ ti-ibute of thankfulness 
in my heart to Him, who I humbly trusty has bound 
this, my dear ancient friend, again to evince her at* 
tachment to his pure cause, and unite with a littlo 
fiister in this ^eat work. 

Tottenham, fourth day, 11th. 

To-day I have attended the adjourned monthfy 
meeting at Grace-Church-Street, where I informed 
my friends of the prospect 1 have of a companion^ 
who is not likely to be at liberty from her own 
monthly meeting, before ^is day week; and atso 
that I did not feel myself at present fully dear of 
this quarter. My information was cordially receiv- 
ed, and friends kindly adjourned agdn, until fifth 
jlay^ the l^th, for our accommodation ; which feeU 
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' Telieving to my mind, believing hy that time I shall 
lie favoured to see my way to depart hence ; where 
I have for a long time been very affectionately cared 
ioTj by my much esteemed friends and relatives of 
this family. 

Sotttbgate, fourth day, 18th. 

I have now visited all the meetings,' and families 
of friends in Tottenham monthly meeting, except 
two or three individuals who are not at home, and a 
few others, who do po{; incline to receive such a 
visit. I have also had a few public meetings ; the 
last was held yesterday evening at MiStms^ in a 

In the couw of ^J tr^S^JC?^^ «Ctl»* flO«ter; 
SkuuiTiing and lamentation have beca mUQh wjre 
frequendy the covering of my spirit, than any thing 
like rejoicing. Yet, I verily believe, there is a 
precious few, who are sweetly preserved loyal to the 
Kin g of kings. May their hands grow stronger and 
stronger in the holy warfare ; and may the number 
of upright hearted standard-bearers, be increased 
amongst them. 

Foarth day, 4th of third month. 

' We have now been neariy two weeks very closely 
engaged in our arduous service of visiting families 
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c( friends in Grace-Church Street monthly meetings 
and my beloved and honourable companion and my* 
self, have hitherto been enabled to move along in 
much harmony and concord. I feel it very relieving 
to my exercised, and often deeply tried mind, to have 
the company and help of one whose religious experi<» 
ence has been much larger than my own* One who^ 
after so long a warfare under the banner of the Cap- 
tain of salvation, can frequently testify that he is 
Worthy to be obeyed to the utmost of our ability ; 
that verily his ** yoke is easy, and his burden light.''* 
I think I never could more feelingly subscribe to the 
same gracious truth, than since the commencement 
of the present engagement ; for though, at times, the 
faithful labourer must be brought into a state of 
bondage, when and where the. pure seed, kept in cap** 
tivity ; yet it is a favour to be found worthy to auSer 
with a suffering Lord* I believe all the exercises^ 
which dedicated minds may be permitted to pass 
through, for themselves . and for others, are not so 
great as those which are often imposed, by the enemy 
of all good, upon such as are pursuing the vain and 
delusive pleasures of the world* 

Second day, 16th of third Month. 

Yesterday my much beloved companion left me, 
after our attending the morning meeting at Grace* 

Mat. 3d. 30. 
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Chyrch-Street, anct having si solid season of religious 
retirement, at Joseph Savory's, ^here we were 
nearly a month very kindly cared for, by him, his 
wife, and daughter Mary. Mary Pryor went that 
evening to Hertford, in order to attend the select 
quarterly meeting there, in the evening* W^e were 
favoured to part under a feeling of that unity, which 
had been i;ierdfully vouchsafed to us during our late 
engagement. A tribute of humble gratitude was 
raised in our hearts to the bountiful Giver of every 
Messing, for the support which had been from time 
to time granted us ; and for the holy aid which, in 
;i peculiar manner, was in some families dispensed to 
us, to advocate his precious cause. This, on the 
bended knees, was vocally acknowledged by my dear 
friend, and heartily subscribed unto by myself, in 
prostration of soul before the Most High ; and a 
song of praise lived in my heart through the remain^ 
ing part of the daj. 

To-morrow I expect to reach Cofehester, where, 
the next day, I hope to meet my dear friend Martha 
Brewster, who is liberated by her friends at home, 
to accompany me through the families in that 
monthly meeUng, and to visit some other meetings 
in Essex. 

>Cokhester, seventh day, 28th of the third month* 

We have nearly got through our visit to tho 
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iamilies' of friends' in this monthly meeting. And 
my beloved companion M. B. and myself, have har* 
monised in our feeble endeavours to promote the 
holy cause among our fellow professors hereabouts ; 
many of whom we cannot but covet may know an in- 
creased dedication of heart to the pure unfoldings of 
heavenly love. By this means, they would becoihe 
strengthened to stand faithful to the various tesdr 
monies given us as a people, to uphold to the world. 
life have felt our minds animated and comforted in 
beholding the upright zealy which clothes our an- 
cient and honourable friend and father in the 
churcfi, dear John Kendall, under whose roof we 
have been kindly accommodated during our tarriance 
here* 

On second day, the sbthf we left Colchester, and 
went to DunmoWf where, the next day, we attended 
a monthly meeting, and, taking meetings in our way 
at Stanstead, IQardfield, and Sudbury, we reached 
Ipswich on 2d day, the 6th x>f fourth month. Oa 
third day, we attended the monthly meeting there, 
when I delivered up my certificate ; and had cause 
to acknowledge, that although I had passed through 
some very pinching trials, and some seasons of close 
exercise; yet, that holy help has been near in the 
time of need. In the remembrance thereof, my soul 
feels renewedly bowed in thankfuhxess to the great 
Author of ef ery blessing. 
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I returned home on fourth day, the 8tfa; and 
though the sensible enjoyment of divine acceptance 
is much withheld, i feel, at times, ability to adopt the 
language of the psalmist, where he says : ^' Bless the 
Lord, O my soul ; and all that is within me bless his 
holy name. Bless (he Iiord, O my souU and forget 
ffot all his benefifa*^^ 

* fsLut ciii. 1, 9. 
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21st of rth Month, 1808, to the STth oT 8tb iMbnth, 1809. 

Parts with her nephews W. JST. -4. and 'y^ A— 
t&iM Aer «i«itrr Ann and brother WiUianu''^Fintto 
heads of families in her awn monthly meetingm^^* 
Tori**^Retumshome through Lincolnshire* 

1808. Fifth day, the 3Ut of aerenth month. 

This day WilUion Henry Alexander, and his 
brother Joseph, lefit Needham for Broughton* A 
separation which, to my affectionate feelings, is veiy 
pinching, having no expectation of ever seeing much 
more of them. They have always been exceeding^ 
dear to me for their beloved parents' sake ; and, at 
present, there is much in the precious boys also to 
attach me closely to them* The prayer of my heart 
is, that whatever may be dieir future allotment in 
life, if they should be permitted to arrive at a state 
of maturity, they may be preserved within the limita- 
tions of the pure truth, and so dedicated to the most 
noble cause, as to be found worthy to become standard- 
bearers in ovir Israel, when many of those, who now 
feel the weight of the Ark of our testimonies resting 
on their shoulders, shall be called from works to 
rewards. Amen. 
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Ail J9ui7« orr^ tiu^^UX ofrthe niath. month, I -took 

fj^^iPg of v^py iiear regard ; she iiitei;id.ing to go for- 
Hf %i^ * th^eo^e toifard) Y^a^* Thb was finother part- 
ing; w^hich; very dose^y tried: my temlerest ^^ngs » 
bi^i^ deg]^'o|^.(;^iet which I believe was at inj own 
GOfii^n|§ti]^, a(<9ompf|Bied; my mind ii^ my jouniey. 
hoi9li9ii ii^€[b. waa causis of huii;Jple j^itude ta Hiin^ 
y/lmfi^:9^tfis^y uaatQ. th^ tipi^Ued «<^ ^< ?^cf, be 
fltiU^?^ fejift%^a|aft:ifefl^c4qn, O^tcJ*^ 
tkwBi €^. owr. reaii«ig ia^ (jh^^sas^ plj^^, aiprwp»% 

cement, true tuMlgp^ oft «pltl((hi. i|^«^ j§.^ Waipd. Of 
lasting peace. 

^ Oa fijfth, dsw afteroWRf th^ 13t^ of tenth n?Q^tb^ my 
bdQvMbnMtiieir'Wm. AleaaanderJeftNei^d^ip, ki^rm*. 
^re pkce^wkh^a profi^pect of s«ftding at¥^rk« ^i^A^iriii 
U),n3te a closely trying scparatit)ii, from one to whom 
by the tjies of i^aturiil afiectior^ afld the still more 
ui4$*W& l>oi^4 ^ ^^!£|ious. kipship^ % baye^ frooti early 
li£»K to A» pi^aenti^ tjan^ fete icecy n^aMtlyatHiclNsdi 
Hk rettioiriit Wiftk diat of^ Mstwdeaiifiid ooinpainifon in 
Kfe, ^d their precious childiren^ has made a chasm 
in, our 4PW)¥ric circle here^ which I c^ni?pt expect 

fWf to »«^fijl^\ip to lOB.; y^ a* i 1>pKw^ «}y be^ 

• Mabk iv. 39. 
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foved brother and sister, are entrusted with qualifica* 
tions adapted to their new situation, I feel something 
which forbids my repining at the loss, which, as an 
individQal, I have sustained hj their departure; 
though I have feh, and still do feel, so intimately 
bound to them, that the separation is^one of my moat 
bitter cups. But though these dear obfects-^of my 
knre are so far removed, as to preclude aB probabili* 
ty of much more sweet and social intercourse wilil 
ih^m, I ism fully aware that I have cause still to 
number my remaining blessings, both in a religious 
and cknhesdc point of view. And my heart's deiing- 
is, to stand so unreservedly dedicated to At Author 
6f them all, as to feel a capacity to know, what f 
shdU render fdr his multiplied favours** 



* As her own memoranduins funush but few remaiics on the 
period contained in this chapter, the fdlowiog extract £rom ^ 
letter to a near relative, dated 2l8t, 13th month, 1808, may 
I be acceptable to the reader. After atatiag that a heavy fatt 

of snow had prevented nuur^ friends from getting to the 
quarterly meeting, particularly from the western nde of the 
county, she says, ** We had not one from that quarter in the 
select meeting, and not a representative in the women's 
meeting, though four were appointed. Thou wih suppose 
such a dq^vatioa jual now. most prove partiotlarly trying to 
some of us. lodeed I cannot describe what my feelings weie» 
when I found how. our little company was likely to be desert- 
ed : but, with thankfulness we may acknowledge, though we 
were derived of divers of our friends, whose presence would 
have gladdened our hearts, yet the great Preadent df our as- 



1809. TJ^ day, the 10(U of l^^ $r^ month. 

I tw^i^ l^^Iy t>^er\ engaged with fivers o^p 
fiiends^: bj^-^ppQi^.tstioit of our moi^thly^ i^eetji^g^ iq 
^ompllWQ^ .with ji.reppni9\eQ4ation of the last ye^l^ 
■l^tin^)^ P^y^i^^^J^i^ ^ ^1^^ heads of fa^ilies^ qq 
the. ilillipclapt siijbjept of the fourth query;.*. Though 
I Jt^ye. UQt felt 4ie weight of the worl^ so to rest uppn 
n^ 9hpMl(j[fii:9t 9S 1 beUeye it has rested on some pf 
my fellow-labouren ; yet^ since the dose of the en* 
gagemeiit^ I have been pemutted to review my 
movements m%tl|em, 'm qi de^efs^ |iumble confi- 
dence that it was my desire, when I could do 
nothing for th^ promotion of the cause which I love 
more th^n li^, I might be preserved from doing any 
thing, that could, in any wise, weaken the hands of 
those with whom I ha.ve been banded, and to whom 
I felt bound in near gospel fellowshrp. And t be- 
lieve, in the close of our visit^ we have^ individually 
and ynitedlya had cause to .acknowledge that a por- 
tion of solid satisfaction, has been th^ recompence of 
pur resignation to this delegation of the church* 



t * 






5iiB(^liUe% fi M C><8 cen i} c d tp afford ^.refiei^ %i ,b|s .indent 
S^nesSyand enajbled some <^4>ur sjuritstp bow in reverence 
a^ hfe sacred footstool, and implore the contintiance of' his 
fettfaeriy prot ec doD> - 

• This query is the thjrd tp women friends. '^ ' ' 

• ' ' ■ • .. ' .' ' ■'■ ',••• * , .. i 

P2 
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Fourth day, 2l8t of sixth month. 

Though my present motive in leaving home, id a 
social visit to my endeared relatives at York^ jret I 
feel desirous of dwelling so near to the pure spring 
of eternal excellency, as to be permitted to accom- 
pany with the incorruptible seed of the kingdoi^^ 
whether in suffering or rejoicing : and I crave the 
blessing of preservation both in heights and in 
depths* 

First daf, 2nh of eighth month. 

» 

Last fifth day evening I reached home, after an ' 
absence of nine weeks and one day. Greatest part 
of the time has been spent with my dear brother and 
sister at York* My brother S. Alexander, met me 
at Ackworth general meeting, and I returned with 
him to York; after which we left the county by 
Hull and Thome; and from the latter went into 
Iiincolnshiret where we visited all the meetings except 
twof which were taken by my brother, in his way 
into Yorkshire* In leaving home, I had no expecta- 
tion of engaging in religious service ; yet my belov* 
ed brother going out with a prospect of visiting the 
above meetings, and intimating it to our monthly 
meeting, I have felt well satisfied with the opportimi- 
ty of accompanying him therein* I trust some of 
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the little flock, where our lots have been cast, have 
been encouraged to pursue the one thing neediid, with 
increasing vigilance ; and our own minds strengthened 
renewedly to acknowledge the goodness and mercy of 
a faithful Creator, who is ever ready to uphold in every 
season of trial, his humbly dependent children. 
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Chntaininff some account of ker last journey db^^f 

her iUne99 anddeceofe* 

The reader will probably hare noticed a considera- 
ble chasm between the two last chapters ; for ccm- 
cemmg this period the Editor does not find any 
memorandttm of her own. This might arise from 
her not being particularly engaged in advocating 
that cause which she evinced to be so dear to her ; 
yet there is reason to believe, tiiat during this, and 
the remaining time, of which she relates but few oc- 
currences, her mind was preparing for the engage- 
ment in which she closed her faithful labours. 

Although much gospel service was not her allot- 
ment in these periods, yet she was very usefully oc- 
cupied ; many times, and on divers occasions, in kind 
assist^ace to some of her near relatives, whose situa- 
tion claimed her skilful care, «^ an afTectionate nurse 
and attendant*— -One of the^ was our beloved neice, 
Lucy Barton, whom she attended at the time of ha 
decease, m the summer of 1808**' 

* For an account of Lnqr Barton, see telOtbpartof 

Piety Promoted. 
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' I come now to relate some particulars of her last 

reli^ous journey, the sequel of which deeply affects 

)iny heart; yet, I hope, with resignation to unerring 

Wisdom, who has seen meet to cut her work short 

in righteou8Jiess« 

She left home with the full unity and concur* 
Tence of her friends, on the 26th of the tenth months 
1809, under a concern to visit the families of friends 
at Worcester, and to hold some meetings in those 
parts. She was accompanied to Worcester by her 
brother and sister Jesup. In a letter to her brother 
Samuel, fix)m Warwick, after speaking of two friends 
calling on her at Bury at Martha Brewster's, she 
8ays» *' Before we left that quiet dwelling, my belov- 
ed M. B. in a little season of solid retirement, had a 
morsel to hand, which proved to my deeply dis- 
couraged mind, for some hours after, truly con- 
soling : yet, I have repeatedly, since that time, 
experienced my faith to be, as it were, smaller 
Aan the grain of mustard seed ; and 1 have been 
almost ready to doubt the rectitude ' of my pre-^^ 
sent undertaking. At some other times a portion 
of holy aid, has, in mercy, been so far extended 
as to lead me to hope I have not run without bieing 
sent.'* 

"Tliat evening we reached Hannah Evens* hos-' 
{>itable habitation in good time for tea ; and were 



imu dgy^. and. Igfr Brodn{igOffhft>tc% abojat two o^clod^ 
£mi ^W«lUii|^)Waiifl^';. w]i«», fiom a letter L hope 
tfceimriwwyedil i^poia Elizabeth Vbc^l^ac^ I siqipo^iQ' 
you had anticipated an awful meetipg iiduh.<Mir bor. 
loved friends Benjamin Middleton and hb daughters. 
We had not cjbtainpd the smattest ii|tiiiiati<»^. of 
the situation of the, family tili we. got i^to the 
liouse, whea we. nKere met by cousin Wheeler^ 
iprhose countenance plainly indicated something im- 
portant* Greatly, surprised we were^ on being in* 
ferwedf dutf, after two w;eeks ilhvpss, qui; muck es->. 
1$«eil»ed fn^fiAj Tabitha Middliston, bad, la^t fourth 
49K» clps^. h^ valuabU life* ])ear Benjamin and 
hia, childl^^n reifived us with mucji compo$^n^, and 
tife^, sfeot a vejry interesting; evening^ in thfr houae 
of-moiupitig*^ Befoce we left, them tl4s rnqming^^ 
I. felt bound t^. yidd to a seasqn of retirement^, 
and. in it to oiffisr tb^ tribute of sj^patby which 
IxYtA. in my heart towards thc^ accompanied with 
a^ persjaasipn^ th^t.not qv/Ly a glorious mansion wa^, 
pjCSf^u^fof tlie ^<i9r deceased 9 but that those who 
nemajined. to. Iwi^ntr her departure^ w^q in a par- 
tiiui}ar ^manner und^t th< P|Qt€c^^ of aiicient 

eiXMdnesA«'' 

At Worcester she was joined by William Fors- 
^Ef. JWTa. (*W in, thos^ pacte on religipvis, senri^e) 
Wit)^^ view ^.ent^in^ npi^n the a¥4u^m».:en^^- 



tettit df vifiitiiig ^fntt*ds ttf -thfct city in '^Oftfr §th 

^twelity-shtth ' of tJie-^tttfth 'moiith : ^ttM^^^presoilced 
'Iteir cettifieates, and D])^^^tiieirpydspeet8,^«rtii^ 
wet the totieumnice^df Mends, 'Hie ^ifcatt mifirri* 
•ing ihfey femered tipott ^ihe wdrfc ; «id *pracee!a«a 
VJtltotit httetmi^bn^ as'to any bother religimts'^ai- 
i^]^ein6nt^ 'till -the *rst Hiiy week fbilolrhifg) the 
Wtditlf'the'^ilevetrfh tuoiith r Avl«eii=Acy%ad^a t»ge 
public *taiefetfatg in "iHeiWs'metitiitgihou "appottfted 
*Wkh ia view, prittdpilly,4b Ute lower -cfaws' of ^ftfe 
^hhablfeiflts of that ^ce.' TPte tieacterehiiig ^th^ 
lia^ a 't«t$e?tiirg ^in a i^ari^ tm die 'diher ^«ide ' df 
the river ; and, on third day mormng, tfas*«^^Hh, 
attended another public meeting in friends meet- 
it%vhoasetq)pbiiit^«ndel* a ooActni ^foilr jdie Mgher 
(&ase8 iof *ibe people. Tlmt taeirenislgntboy ^IMbfctd 
Ndie &mtty yndt in 'lEorcesten Ttu^ ritaittm^BMl 
«ent rfiroth thAt liuHB^ly ^ctttiag rtk> 4lie t«lMlldsr 
*<n;eatiag ' of ^which che ^was a ' niember, ^miSLy *be '4iie 
iitit oritsiipsi, by irhtch ^to judge ef tdie .ihi^ 
*£ictfif(m this 'visit JiffiMdcU i talker fnett^. Iiny«ii« 
^ttait fnMunt 4¥ill be>ifotnd^ at^ithe rdose 9i llvb 
'^eounu 

As her labours, at * this period, <*w«re hasteiihfg 
Ho a close, perhaps a tftitiLute redtal dfthe tnxupa- 
' tion of 'her tiine, though ' sdmetimes Uttattendeil 
^ with any pafticular dbservsitions,^mfty*be acceptable 
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10 the reader. On fourth day moxmng, the eig^ 
of the eleventh laonth, W. Forsterf junr. and her- 
jaelf, attended a public meeting at Malvern, and one 
Jn the evening at Upton on Severn; and that night 
.went to Tewksbury. Qn fifth day forenoon* thqr 
.were at a meeting of friends of that town ; had a 
meeting at Pershore that evening,' and reached 
.£vesham the same night* On sixdi day evemng 
they had a meeting on the premises pf a friend at 
.Netherton, about four nules from Evesham* The 
next morning they returned there and called upon 
several friends in their families; and that evening 
were at a public meeting, a mile and a half out of 
the town. 

On first day morning, iht twelfth, they were at a 
meeting with. friends at Evesham; and, in friends 
meeting«house, in the evening, tiiey had a very 
crowded meeting with the inhabitants. Before she 
went to bed, my dear sister felt herself much in- 
disposed, but did hot make much complaint. The 
-next day her companion thought her very unwell; 
but in the afternoon they went to Alcester, and, in 
the eveningy attended a large and satisfactory meet* 
ing in the Town-Hall ; towards the close of which^ 
she was engaged in solemn supplication. They 
WaU^ed nearly a mile to a friend's house to lodge. 
There $he appeared much exhausted with fatigue ^ 
went to bed very unwell, and passed ^ resflesa 
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night. The liext morning, the fourteenth, they re- 
turned into the town, and had three sittings among 
friends in their families, in which, although very 
,unwell, she took an acceptable part. In the after- 
noon, they returned to the friend's, house at wluch 
they had lodged ; and, in the evening, had an op^ 
portunity in the family, in which she. was strength- 
ened to labour under considerable exercise of mind* 
She was rather more unwell before she went to bed, 
and had another poor night. Two meetings were 
^appointed for the following'day, the fifteenth, and it 
was pretty much concluded, over night, for her to 
give up that in the morning at Broomsgrove, and to 
meet IVilliam in the evening at Droitwich. On ar- 
riving at the latter place, however, he was suiprised 
and affected to find that, accompanied by Candia 
Burlingham, who had been her companion since 
leaving Evesham, she was gone on to Worcester in 
a post-chaisjc ; finding herself so ill, as to wish to 
get on as fast as she could. They arrived at Wor«- 
cester in the eveQing, where she was violently af- 
fected with sickness, but her complair^t was deemed 
bilious as she wa9 -subject to such a disorder. 
The night she passed without much sleep; and the 
next morning an eruption appeared. She first dis* 
covered it herself and said, ^^ Surely I have got the 
small-pox,'' adding, ^^ I believe I know when I took 
it ; from a little child whom I met in the street pre- 
viously to kaving Worcester." An apothecary was 
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called in, who pronounced the disorder lo be the 
small-pox. He thought she had treated henetf 
judiciously, and spoke very encouragingly of the 
symptoms. Her sister Jesup, who was returned to 
Worcester from a visit in WiltsMre, also thought 
it of a large and favourable sort. 

She did not appear at all alarmed at finding the 
disorder was the smalUpox ; although, in early iife, 
she had felt much dread of it ; but expressed great 
concern at the trouble she was likely to bring on her 
cousins Thomas and Eliza Buxiingham's fEumly, 
feeling very tenderly for them* That afternoon Wm» 
Forster, jun. who was about to write to one of her 
brothers, at her request, went up and sat awhile with 
her. She desired her very dear love to her biother 
and sister, and wished William to say, ^ That 
although she had paired through a greater degree 
of exercise and suffering than ever she had ex« 
perienced in the same space of time, accompanied 
with less evidence of divine acceptance; yet, that 
afternoon, she thought «he h^ been favoured with 
a precious evidence, that she had been there (allud- 
ing to her late visit) in better wisdom than her own* 
This, she said, had tended to quiet the anxiety with 
which she was at first tried, in considering the 
difficulty and perplexity she might occasion to 
others ; and she humbly trusted it might prove as 9 
litde anchorage to her mind in seasons of future 
tcissing." 
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She f^uther rem^rk^ that it looked pmbable she 
ilMgbt get thiK^ugh the disorder ; but added^ ^^ I feel 
no wish respecting it/^ On William Forster, jun» 
asking her, just before he left the room, how she was, 
she replied, ^^ I am as comfortable as I can be." At 
that time she was quite free from pain, except a little 
fullness in her throat. 

Id the eveiMii^y speaking c^ the public meeting jat 
Atceetisr, she remarked what a comfortable one it 
was,-.fmd said, ^ I little thought it would be the last%" 
'][li^n pausing awhile* added, ^* Probably*" She 
then obiacrved thett it wa9 tiyii^ to her to b^ so far 
from hf^ relation^ ; but added, *"* The caui^e is dearer 
to me ^n my natural life." ^ 

As soon as her complaint was determined to be 
the small-poi^, her eousins T. and E. Bqrlingham 
left their house and went over the way to his 
father's, on accouot of their infant son* The next 
morning, 6th day^ the .17th, some family arrange- 
ments were made, which in addition to the kindness 
and cheerfulness with which her dear relatives gave 
up their house (or her accommodation, appeared quite 
to relieve her mind from all anxiety* 

After this her head and throat became very pain* 
ftJf and the difficulty of swallowing, and even of 
breathing, was very alarmbg; and she. herself 
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thought she should never be able to swallow aga^ ; 
but, by proper implication, these symptomB w«re* 
much relieved* 



At different times, in the course of her deepl;f 
trying iUness, she would say, *^ It would be a Lind« 
ness to let me sink quiedy away, rather than keep 
me in this state of suffering;" yet she frequently 
expressed herself very gratefully to- those who 
nursed her ; sometimes sajning, ^< she hoped thi^ 
would be rewarded for thdr tenderness and 'care^' 
better than she could reward them." She wai» 
favoured with much serenity and resignation through^ 
out, and appeared to have nothing- of importance^ 
either of spirituals or temporals, to dsum her 
attention* 

Four days after the crisis of the disorder, site 
told her medical attendant she got no better ; Mid <»i 
the following day, she desired that her relatioos^ 
might be informed, with her dear love, that she felt 
her weakness daily increase, and thought she should 
hardly be likely to see them any more* Her weak- 
ness not being greater than the apothecary expected, 
and no unfavourable symptoms appearing, he did not 
apprehend any cause for alarm ; on the contrary, on 
being interrogated, at different times, he had always 
expressed himself favourably as to her getting 
through* 
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The next day, the 39th, her disorder put on a 
very unfavound>Ie appearance, aid further advice waa 
immediately procured; but the physician did not 
diink so unfavourably of her as the surgeon* That 
evening and the next morning, by the means used 
for her relief^ there was so much improvement, that 
her medical attendants^ and those around her« 
flattered themselves with hopes of her recover^. She 
pa^ed through 5th day night, the dOth, as favourably 
as.^^uld be expected ; but did not appear so well the 
TBieiBt morning as such a night led her attendants to 
hope for; and, in the forenoon, she seemed to be 
shdcing fas^ and thought herself going. She asked 
the hour of the day, and being told it was half past 
twelve o^clock, she wished to know if the doctor had 
been there, and what he thought of her. Bei^g inform^ 
ed that he found her not so well as he had hoped for ; 
after a short pause she said : ^ There is no proba* 
biUty, no probability, of my struggling, through : 
wib^t a favoui' it would be to be taken now, rather 
chat suffer as I.haV^. done, day after day, and night 
aft^r night." \@he Ulen asked her sister if she was 
i^ipihg to g^ve her iipj and added, ^^ What a comfort 
StiN[ias been to me'that thou hast been with me.'' 
f^ft her sister asking her if she had any particular 
message to any one^.^ the replied, " No 1 My dear^ 
dear love to all,— to aU^" adding, ^^ and to all thy 
4phHdiren, I love them all very deariy." She then 
i^Uther said, ^[ I hope my poor soul will be saved* A 
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place in the smallest ma^ion is all I ask. A pUce, 
in the smallest mansiiii ss all I ask.'^ 



She was fuHy satisfied with the doctor asA 
apothecary ; and that afternoon, having revived again 
about the time of their coming, she t^d them she- 
hoped they would be rewarded for their kindness tb^ 
wards her, both in this world and that to eome* Oa 
account of the disorder* her relations T* and 'Er* Bar- 
lingham, had been obliged to keep from her till their 
infant child had been vaccinated. .That evemng, 
Thomas came to her ; she knew him, took him by 
the hand, and expressed herself very aflectionatelf 
to him* 

Oil seventh d^y morning eariy she relapsed again; 
a^d in the forenoon, of that day, she askc^d the 
apothecary if he thought her close was near^ He re- 
plied, " he thought it was." She answered, " What 
% favour !" Jn the afternqon she said^ ^^ It is mar- 
vellpus to me I am so long in dying; it is not com- 
moix$ I think." Some time afterwards^ she s^df 
♦* The spirit cannot depart ; the spirit cannot depart* 
Blessed— blessed." At another time : ** It will qoI 
do, the time is not yet come»" After that, to die 
admiration of her medical attendants, and all around 
l^er, she revived again and took nourishment freely. 

On first day, the 3d of twelfth months she changed 



^Mveval times in die ewrsft of th^ dfty ; and, in the 
evening) beifig informed, that)»Jier brother Samuel 
was come, she wishad biiQ to c0iiie to her ; but de^ 
sired he might be informed she was a poor creature 
to visit, atid could soy but litde. Goi^g to her, she 
.took his hsidd and tUrtied her face towards him, 
seeming to try to look at him, (for she had beeft 
several days Mind) and spoke aflfectionately, but only 
^ few words intelligibly. Shfe was soon informed 
that her brodier Dykes, and her neice Ijucy Maw, 
mrere also la the room* She spoke to the latter, and 
seemed to intimate her wish to speak to hex* brother. 
Dykes, but her weakness so increased just then, that 
she could not articulate ; yet she gave, rfiterwar ds 
several clear proofs of knowing that h^r relations 
«rerc presents In the course of the evening she la- 
boured under great distress from the load of disease^ 
and often said, ^* Dear, oh deaf,'^ arising from the 
^extremity of her sufiering; yet these exprestsions 
wer£ evidently under a seftse of care, to avoid, either 
jn word or manner, murmuring at the last trying con« 
ffict of nature. 

Her brothers and neice were thankful in. being per- 
mitted to see her living; not only fortheir own satisfac* 
tion, but from a secret belief that her knowing they 
were there, afforded her -mind a little comfort under 
her deeply trying conflict* During this last struggle 
/oS nature^ at jseveral different times, she held up her 
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hands as in the attitude of prayer ; and^ about hal£ 
past three, on second day morning, the 4th of the 
twelfth month, she quietly breathed her hist. 

Her remains were interred at Worcester, on the 
fifth day following. She was about 50 years of age, 
and had been a minister about 21 years. 

Perhaps I cannot more suitably close these me- 
moirs, than by the concluding words of the testimo* 
nial sent from Worcester mcmthly meeting to hero wn ; 
and which adoptedby the latter monthly meeting in the 
teSdmmy addressed to the yearly meeting ;-— ^^ We 
may wee^^^er her as a friend or as a relation ; w& may 
mourn the ^ss .which the church has sustained of one 
of her uprij^ht pillars ; bat, on her account, there ap- 
pears no cause for sorrow. She was, we believe, 
favoured to finish all she had in commission i shew^ 
ing herself therein a good and faithful servant. l%e 
great reward of faithfulness, was permitted to follow^ 
in quick succession, her aUot|:ed portion of labour ; 
andf we doubt not, she is entered into the joy of her 
Lord, and into her Master's rest." 



THE END, 






• / 





THE NET^ 
REFl 

This book it 
tak< 


' YORK PUBLIC 

BRBNCB DEPARTN 


LIBRARY 
IBNT 

itanoet to be 


• 


under no ciroumi 
Dn from the Build 


/-■■ 




• 










• 




— — ._ _ 




■ 


•1 






'J 






« 








—- 








, 






i 








i 








■ 








< 


1 


, — 




1 














form 410 




1 



■,; v^ii<- :i-..i*> 



a. > 






'« .' ' , 









